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What happened when the flag came down 




to snatch the 
Tory crown 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 




* Bright flight: Five of the World Images commissioned by British Airways as part of Its new £60m corporate identity adorn the tail- 
fins of Boeing 747-400S. The images are from the Kalahari, the US, Scotland, Poland and Japan Report, page 3 Photograph: R\ 


William Hague looked set to snatch the 
Conservative leadership crown last 
night, after Kenneth Clarke fell short of 
a 50- vote target set by close supporters 
for the first-round ballot. 

The 36-year-old former secretary of 
state for Wiles could now attract votes 
from left and right, as the only candi- 
date with the bandwagon potential to 
unite the party. 

In yesterday's leadership bout, John 
Redwood - another former secretary of 
state for Wales - stunned colleagues by 
getting more voles than cither of the oth- 
er right-wing candidates, Peter Lilley and 
Michael Howard. 

Barring surprises, it now looks as 
though Mr Clarke, Mr Hague and Mr 
Redwood will go through to next Tues- 
day’s second-round ballot of the party’s 
164 MPs. Within minutes of the result 
being announced in a Commons corri- 
dor, Mr Redwood paged his campaign 
team with the message: “We're going all 
the way. JR." 

Mr Clarke came top of the first-round 
ballot, with 49 votes, but he was only a 
handful of votes ahead of Mr Hague, on 
41. Mr Redwood came third, with 27, 
followed by Mr Lilley on 24, and Mr 
Howard on 23. 

The combined total of 74 votes for the 
three right-wingers is not enough to se- 
cure victory for Mr Redwood, who re- 
quires at least S3 votes next Tuesday. 

In an appeal for Mr Howard and Mr 
Ulley to stand down, and unite behind 
him for the next round, Mr Redwood 
told BBC Radio 4's PM programme: 
“Both Michael and fteter or their camps 
indicated that they thought the fourth 
and fifth-placed candidate should drop 
out and support the third-placed can- 
didate." 

But it is entirely possible that MPs 



Kenneth Clarice: Disappointment 


from the Ulley and Howard camps will 
now begin to peel off in search of a win- 
ner -Mr Hague. 

There were Toiy fears last night that 
some right-wing MPs could make a tac- 
tical switch to Mr Clarke, in the hope 
of keeping division, and the leadership 
question, alive. Other MPs believe that 
if Mr Clarke is not elected, there is no 
place for them in the party, and they 
could resign the party whip. 

Last night, however, there was every- 
thing for Mr Hague, Mr Clarke and Mr 
Redwood to fight for. 

Mr Hague said he had been pleased 
by his vote. “It gives me a very good po- 
sition to campaign for the second bal- 
lot on a platform to unite the party and 
give the party a fresh start,” he said. 

Having topped an opinion poll, and 
a ballot of constituency party officers an- 
nounced in advance of yesterday's vote. 
Mr Clarke said: “I have today topped 
the poll in every test of Conservative 
opinion. I am very encouraged by the 
breadth of the support I have attract- 
ed. which is much stronger than I dared 
to expect when this campaign started. 


The Conservative Party should now unite 
to fight Labour. 1 intend to seek to 
broaden my appeal further by setting out 
how- 1 intend to lead this party on an in- 
clusive basis. The leadership of the par- 
ty must attract and draw on the talents 
of every strand of opinion within the 
Conservative tradition.” 

Mr Redwood said: "I am very pleased 
and I would like to thank all those who 
supported me even when the press wrote 
me off and down and oul Now we are 
going to have a bandwagon. Now we are 
going to win.” He added that he would 
be “very generous" to Mr Lilley and Mr 
Howard. “I want them to be on side. I 
want as many supporters as possible." 

The former deputy' chairman of the 
party. Lord Archer, who had been 
backing Mr Lilley, said: “1 believe that 
both Peter Lilley and Michael Howard 
will make their own decisions as to what 
they will do but neither of them can win.” 

That view had earlier been under- 
scored by the result of an advisory bal- 
lot of constituency party officers, which 
gave Mr Clarice 322 votes, Mr Hague 
18S, Mr Redwood 25. Mr Lilley 22, and 
Mr Howard just 10. But it was notice- 
able that while Mr Clarke won a majority 
of the constituency votes cast. Mr 
Hague still got about a third. 

Remarkably, only 61 per cent of 
Tory peers bothered to vote at all, but 
Mr Clarke got 177 of their votes to 45 
for Mr Hague, 37 for Mr Lilley. 13 for 
Mr Redwood, and 10 for Mr Howard. 
All 17 Members of the European Par- 
liament backed the former chancellor. 

The Commons was last night rife 
with rumours of backstairs deals and of- 
fers. Mr Redwood said of Mr Howard 
and Mr Lilley: “If Michael and Peter 
would like jobs in the shadow cabinet 
that 2 wish to form, yes, of course they 
can have johs.” 

Further report, page 10 
Leading article, page 19 
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Ah inquiry into why poor people die 
sooner than the rich is to be launched 
bv the Government as part of a drive 
to highlight the impact of social issues 
on health. . . 

Ministers have been shocked by 
evidence showing that although the 
overall health of the nation is im- 
proving, the gap in death rates between 
rich and poor has widened. They have 
asked Sir Donald Acheson, former 
government chief medical officer, to 
produce an updated version of the 
Black report, setting out the scientif- 
ic case on which policies to tackle 
health inequalities might be based. 

The origfoid Black report, commis- 
riohed by the last Labour ew™nent 


risk. Tackling health inequalities will 
require the co-operation of all gov- 
ernment departments and could incur 
high costs. Ministers are anxious to 
limit the review to proposals that 
have a realistic chance of being im- 
plemented. The original Black re- 
port's recommendations were costed 
at £2bn at 1979 prices, equivalent to 
£5.4bn today. 

Ministers have accepted that there 
is limited scope for change in the NHS 
and that abolishing the internal mar- 
ket will take years rather than months. 
The arena of public health is seen as 
the most fertile ground for innovation 
of the kind that the public has come 
to expect of the new Government. 
Tfessa JoweU said yesterday: “Thck- 
’ health de- 
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inequalities so pervasive that the 
prospect of doing anything over- 
whelmed the government. “We want 
to identify key measures across gov- 
ernment departments that wc can act 
on," she said. 

The original Black report high- 
lighted the fact that the death rale in 
infancy was twice as high among so- 
da] class V as social class 1 and that 
similar differences persisted through 
life. In 1994, research published in the 
British Medical Journal showed that 
death rates in the poorest parts of 
northern England were rising for men 
aged 15 to 44 for the first time since 
the 1930s. 

Experts welcomed the review of the 
Black report but warned that action to 
remedy the problem was needed, not 
a new diagnosis of the causes. 

Ken Judge, director of the Kings 
Fund Health Policy Institute, said: 
"What we don’t want is another de- 
scription of the problem. Wc need a 
careful analysis of the causes and an 
evaluation of policy options. My wor- 
ry is that Sir Donald may pay more at- 
tention to the causes than the options." 

Julian Le Grand, professor of health 
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an announcement * not expected 
until next month. 


to raise expectations that we cannot fiil- 
fil. We would rather under-promise 
than over-deliver.” 

The reason public health had been 




of public health will have to rely on per- 
suasion. . , . . 

“However, after 18 years m which 
the focus has been on organisational 
issues in the NHS, the switch to a fo- 
cus on health rather than health care 
would be welcome." 

What the doctor ordered, page 20 


Yachtsmen spot 
pirate whaling 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


Yachtsmen crossing the Atlantic have 
found evidence which suggests a pirate 
whaling operation is underway, in de- 
fiance of the 10-year-old internation- 
al moratorium on slaughtering the 
marine ma mmals. 

There have been reports of whale 
carcasses attached to buoys and of oth- 
ers floating with what appear lo be har- 
poons sticking oul of them. 

Brad de Lange, Australian skipper 
of the yacht Globina . told The Inde- 
pendent yesterday that he saw a pod of 
whales surrounding a yellow buoy on 
31 May - one day’s sailing from San 
Miguel Island in the Azores. 

As his boat neared the group, ail but 
one submerged and swam away. The 
breathing of the remaining whale was 
much quicker than the others, and it 
appeared to be attached to the buoy. 





Initially baffled by what they had 
seen, the yacht's crew later conclud- 
ed the whale had been left wounded 
and tethered to be picked up later. 
“What annoyed us is that it was such 
a horrible death for the thing,” said Mr 
de Lange. “Wfe hope whoever is behind 
it is found and stopped.” 

Herb Hilgenberg. a radio ham in 
Burlington, Ontario, heard from five 
yachts last month which reported 
floating whale carcasses in mid-Allan tk 
waters south west of the Azores. The 
first of these reports, cm 12 May, said 
the whale was attached to a lit buoy. 

Mr Hilgenberg, who gives transat- 
lantic yachtsmen safety advice on 
winds and weather forecasts, said the 
yachts were sufficiently far apart to be 
sure that they were reporting several 
carcasses and not just one. 

Jeff King, English skipper of the 
yacht Tuesday Girl said: “Pvq been hear- 
ing reports by radio from other yachts 
of whales floating around dead with 
poles in them. We saw a decomposing 
carcass ourselves, covered in seabirds." 

The reports were relayed to the 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation So- 
ciety, a anal! campaigning group based 
in Baih, by Bill Herbert, who runs a 
boat from the Azores which takes 
tourists to watch live whales and dol- 
phins. The society believes the expla- 
nation for the sightings is a large, well 
planned pirate-whaling operation -but 
it has no idea where it is operating 
from. 

The International Whaling Com- 
mission has no policing and enforce- 
ment powers. The pirate whalers could 
only be legally tackled once they came 
into port, providing the country they 
landed ai bad the necessary legislation 
in place - and most don't. 



GHriofI2 released 

A 12 -year-old girl who has been 
held on remand at a jail on the Isle 
of Man for the past seven day* was 
released into the care of a chil- 
dren's home last night . Page • 
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The Compaq Deskpro is the UK's No.l desktop 
PC’ and provides a unique combination of 
performance, innovative features and proven reliability 
Every Compaq Deskpro comes equipped with an 
Intel Pentium* processor and a SMART hard drive 
that protects your data by warning 
you up to 72 hours in advance of a 
failure. The range starts at just 
£865+ VAT (£1,016 inch VAT) for 
the Deskpro 2000 5133, giving you a 
professional PC for a palatable price. 

For vour product information pack, please phone- 

0990 50 00 20 
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Prescott leads ‘green’ 
Cabinet committee 

remit tS cover a f° ad , 

green pressure groups yesS,*^ 1 ** 5 ' BUur t0,d leadere of 

to^TiSnSmta 131 ” 80 ^ dw ! th manifesto commitment 
from ^,Sf® n ? mal audd “mmittee with MPs 

ssESS^Sb. 

SSS?H«tefflaf?3SSL 

breach of two 

environment and wildlife habitus. - NtSmtas School 

Letters, page 19 

Tory hospital schemes abandoned 

JiSStj* mmister, has invited MPs to make the 
loc ^ schemes 80 that he can target resources more 
“? ounce Ws decision at the end of the month. 
Prc^ecu will be graded according to how-much they are needed, 
their sponsorship chances, and how far they have already 
progressed. f^an Abrams 

McAliskey case adjourned 

TTie extraction application bjrthe German government against 
-5-year-old Raisin McAliskey was adjourned until 8 July by Bow 
lld ia*y magistrate Lorraine Morgan yesterday, after Ms 
McAltskey’s sobator, Gareth Peirce, told the court her client was 
unable to attend through illness. Mrs Morgan extended Ms 
McAliskey’s conditional bafl until that date/ 

Ms Peirce told the court that the prognosis on Ms McAliskey 
^“^WHptetely unclear”. Under the terms of her bail, Ms 
McAliskey, who gave, birth to a baby daughter a fortni gh t ago, has 
been allowed to stay in an unnamed mother and baby unit rather 
than be returned to Holloway prison. She is wanted for questioning 
in Germany about the IRA bombing of the OsnabrQck military 
base in June last year. .. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Police appeal over travelling rapist 

Police yesterday issued a 
nationwide appeal to trace a 
sadistic serial rapist known to 
have struck at least five rimes in 
13 years. 

The travelling attacker (seen 
left in a photofit picture) is 
wanted for four rapes and one 
sex assault which have taken 

S I ace in West Yorkshire. 

rottmgjhamshire and 

Leicestershire since 1981 In all 
five attacks lone women were 
abducted at knifepoint from a 
city-centre car park or street 
parking, driven by the attacker in their own cars away from the city 
centre, raped or sexually abused and then taken back to the same 
inner city area and abandoned. West Yorkshire Assistant Chief 
Constable Lloyd Clarke, in charge of Operation Lynx - which 
featured on Crimewatch UK on BBC1 last night - said detectives 
fear the man will strike again. “We are dealing with someone who is 
cool and sadistic,” he said. The man is white and at least 35. He 
speaks with a Scottish accent, uses the words “lass" or “lassie” and 
re-emphasises his commands by saying: “Do you hear me?" 

Burglary suspect ‘dead on his feet’ 

A burglary suspect who hanged himself in a courthouse cell was 
“dead on "his feet" when he was finally cut down by Securicor 
guards, an inquest was told yesterday. 

An inquest at Hammersmith Coroners* Court, west London, has 
heard that the guards believed that Peter Austin, 30, was fairing 
suicide because they noticed that his feet were touching the ground. 
They allegedly watched him hanging from the light-fitting for 10 
minutes without taking any action. But Doctor Iain West, head of 
Pathology at Guy’s Hospital, London, said yesterday: “A substantial 
minority of people who hang themselves have their feet on the 
ground ... reople have hanged themselves from door bandies.” 

Mr Austin, of Hammersmith, was found dead in the cell below 
Brentford magistrates’ court, west London, on 29 January after being 
charged with burglary. He was the first person to die in the custody of 
Securicor, the private security firm- The case continues. Kathy Marks 

Jail cut for general’s taxi assailant 

Black nursery nurse Debbie Blaize bad a year's jail sentence for 
punching a retired major general in the face cut to six months at the 
Court of Appeal yesterday. Lord Bingham, the Lord Chief Justice, 
said he made the cut partly because of the trial judge's remark that 
she had “cynically ana dishonestly decided to play the race card" in 
claiming that she had been racially abused by her victim. Major 
General Richard Gerrard-Wright. The general. 69, who lives near 
Grantham in Lincolnshire, bad told Southwark Crown Court that a 
“screaming creature” knocked him to the ground after be accused 
her of queue-jumping at a taxi rank. Blaize, from Southwark, south 
Loudon, claimed she was the victim of a barrage of racist abuse from 
the general who, she said, told her she should go back to the jungle, 
and she had simply pushed him after he grabbed her neck. 
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RNAL CURIAM: Patti LuFono (above) has again experienced a shattering tfsappcfcitniem to the West Ena. 
Master Class, in vrixch she plays cSva Maria Cates, is to dose after orty a month. Tbeptay*»s supposed 
to be a triumphal* return, fow years after she played Norma Desmond 'm Sunset Bo irfawtLandwaa not 
chosen by AiMkewUoydW o b bor for the Broadway ttansfec .* (ptKto&aph:Ge*aMUtmf. 


victory in battle 
same as men 


J oyce Pickering was celebrating a landmark legal 
victory yesterday after she and her 27 fellow female 
council workers won a £400,000 settlement in an 
equal pay and sex discrimination case against Durham 
City Council. 

Under the agreement the women, all care workers for 
the elderly, will receive a lump sum of between £1 0,000 
and £1 5,000 in back-dated pay, compensation and rent 
allowances, and a 35 per cent increase in their wages, 
to bring them into line with male colleagues. 

Ms Pickering, a warden at one of Durham's sheltered 
housing complexes, said: “We no longer feel undervalued 
and underpaid after going for years without being prop- 
erly recognised for what we do. Today has been a great 
achievement” 

The fight begun two years ago, involved the women's 
assertion that wages for men and women should be iden- 
tical. They also demanded a review of working hours, 
which had seen many working round the dock. 
Previously, the women had operated under a provin- 


Greene burnt 
his fingers in 
US cash scam 


The novelist Graham Greene 
(right) lost huge sums of money in 
a money-laundering racket run by 
the Hollywood mafia which led to 
him living in tax exile after an 
“agreement” with the Inland Rev- 
enue, according to a controversial 
new biography. 

In The Quest for Graham 
Greene, author WJ West contrasts 
the writer’s anti-Americanism with 
his unwitting involvement - and 
that of others such as Charlie 
Chaplin - in the illegal scams. 

“it must have been acutely em- 
barrassing for Chaplin and 
Greene, with their political sympa- 
thies, to have been caught up in 
foe seediest backwaters of interna- 
tional capitalism,” writes Mr West, 
who says the author thought he 
was merely using tax avoidance 
schemes. 

The book also reveals that 
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Afieitleen F 
Anglesey C 
Ayr n/a 

Belfast C 
Birmingham F 
Blackpool F 

Bournemouth F 
Brighton C 

Bristol C 


The British Isles 


General Situation and Outlook: 

England and Wales will start in a damp fash- 
ion with thundery rain in the north and east. 
The rain should dear away during the morn- 
ing with many places brightening up for a time 
with some warm sunshine. However, heavy 
showers will develop with localised heavy 
thundery downpours by this afternoon. North- 
ern Ireland should slowly become drier after a 
wet start. Southern Scotland will have heavy 
bursts of thundery rain this morning, and this 
wet weather may reach northern Scotland by 
the end of the day. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland will have 
showery bursts of rain tomorrow, although 
eastern regions of Northern Ireland and 
southern counties of Scotland should see a lit- 
tle sunshine. England and Wales will be fairly 
warm with some sunny spells and heavy show- 
ers. Friday will be another unsettled day with 
su nshin e and scattered sharp showers; the 
showers heaviest in the north. On Saturday 
(here should be fewer showers and some bet- 
ter. more prolonged sunny periods, but it will 
be somewhat cooler. 


Southampton F 25 77 


Greene had been a member of a 
communist cell at Oxford, foe first 
student group of its kind, and that 
the security services were un- 
aware of this when he later joined 
MI6. This may have been because 
his uncle, Sir Graham Greene, who 
was dose to both Naval Intelli- 
gence and M16, had “wiped the 
state clean". 

Greene's near-obsession with 
Catholicism, foe book says 


Europe and The World 



WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY, MIDDAY (GMT): cloudy; Main felog; tejiazy; 
Crain; w&mt, s^uraiy: tti.tfunder ’previous day's figure at local time. 
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ctal agreement which they and their union, the GMB, 
signed in 1 988 but withdrew from when their action be- 
gan. However yesterday’s decision looks likely to 
throw foe council's finances into chaos. 

Brian Spears, Director of Housing and Health for 
Durham City Council, said: Thfrcouncil never said foe 
claim was totally unreasonable. The Implication from the 
council point of view is how to pay for the settlement 
All along we have been pointing out our inability to find 
this money.” 

But GMB national secretary. Mick Graham, called upon 
employers to take heed of the result “Inability to pay 
is no defence in law,” he said. “AD similar cases we have 
run show very clearly that women have been discrimi- 
nated against Their work has been of equal value but 
they have been paid less.” 

Mr Graham explained that foe cost of ensuring wage 
parity throughout foe UK Job market had been estimated 
at £1 ,000m, but suggested foal the trend towards equal 
pay for both sexes was unremitting. James Mellor 


stemmed not from his desire to 
marry his Catholic wife, Vivien, but 
from youthful hero worship of fig- 
ures such as foe Irish nationalist 
Michael Collins and his support for 
the Catholic community in foe 
Palatinate as a young man. 

Novelist and author Mr West, 
who has also written about George 
Orwell and his work at foe BBC, 
said yesterday he regarded 
Greene as one of the most impor- 
tant figures in British literature this 
century, and possibly ever. 

“You have to go back a long 
way to find a writer who was so 
closely involved in foe politics and 
life of this country. 

“He Is a far more serious figure 
in the political history of the 20th 
century than has been realised," 
said Mr West, whose book is pub- 
lished by WekJenfeld & Nicolson 
on 23 June. 

The book explores Greene’s 
lasting relationship with foe spy 
Kim Philby, and reveals that they 
had a common bond; each had a 
relative who was locked up on 
suspicion of having fascist tenden- 
cies in foe Second World War. 

Michael Streeter 
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London. All Leytonstonc. 
Lane downs at A12 round- 
aboul until August 1999. 
London, A306 Hammer - 
sniJh Bridge, dosed until 
January 1998. 

Surrcv’M25J8-I0. Laoedo- 
aacs hexh ways until funher 
noooc. 

BdsroL MS JIS-I9. Con- 
traflow on Avonmouth 
Bridge unto Annul 199H. 
Swansea, A483 faNan Wby. 
Lane dosurcs both ways imi3 
July 8th. 

SufibnJshire. A50 Slake On 
Dent. Major works at Meir 
until March 1998. 
Leicestershire. A6 Loddng- 
ton.ContmIkwnc&rMl J3*. 
Vest Midlands. A4I Wotver- 
hamptoo. Roodwarisoo Bo- 
ston Rond until further 
notice. 

Greater Manchester, A6Z7 
Bardicy. "Bmp iigffc on Act- 
ion Ril 

Merseyside, A567 Bootle. 
Stanley Rd dosed nonb- 
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"Rue & Wear, A19 Newcas- 
tle area. Roadworks at 


Lighting-up Times 


London 21-17 to 4.43 

Bristol-, 2L27 to 453 

Birmingham J2L30 to *45 

Manchester 2157 * *40 

NewcMfe 21.44 to «8 
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BettS- - 21 - 59 * 4 - 48 
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Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO- O, 

Moderate Moderate 
Good Moderate 

Good Good 

Good Moderate 

Good Moderate 

Good Good 

Good Good 


Outlook far Today am HT pm ht 

London Good Good London c™ g, 1KA0 , . 

S England Good Moderate 339 a .4 lens 

Wales Good Good 339 M ltD6 40 

C England Good Moderate 11-47103 23.58 105 

N England Good Good i*i« (Albert Dock) 10.52 72 2329 7.4 

Scotland Good Good Greenock 4^*7 33 1737 23 

N Ireland Good Good Dunlxchafa 4.18 32 1652 35 


Vfca Yhrio. Ml J47. Major 
long-term roadworks ' until 

North Yorks. AI9 Thora- 
akyonTtxs. Roadworks. 

Out and about wtth AA 
Roadwatch cat 0338 401 
tor the West local and neural 
traffic news. Source; The Aino- 
tnoMc risaoaadai. Cafs 
char&d at 50p per nuiute at 
all times iincVAT). 


Sun ana Moon 


PUBLIC ORDER 

MoD admits firing the 
wrong sort of bullets 

Soldi- and poUce to Northern !£-££'»-* 


^ Moj^ouiSsS^erda^ itat they believed about 100 people . 
had been injured by the weapons in the past three years, tatciVLl 
liberties campaigners pul the total much higher. Tbereare three 
m , tending compensation claims, but it is thought unlikely tbauhfr 
da^HBwBl be able to prove the bullets which hit themwere faulty. 

In a written Parliamentary answer, the Defence Munster, John 
Spellar, said that the Government would keep the nse of pla-s&c : 
bullets under continuous review. In future stocks woulabe tested 
regularly to ensure that they continue to conform to specification, 
he added. Abrams 


SOCIETY 

US ready for black president 

A comprehensive survey of racial attitudes in the United States 
hay found that the vast majority of white Americans would now be 
prepared, for the first time, to vote for a black president. It even 
suggests (hat whites would be s Ugh tty more wilJmg (93 per cent 
against 91 per cent) to vote for a “suitably qualified black than 
would blacks themselves. . ... . ^ 

The proportion of whites saying that they would be wflhng to 
elect a black to the White 
House has doubled In the past 
30 years and is np from 77 per 
cent 10 years ago. Black 
opinion has remained stable 
over the same period. 

This change, which is 
attributed in part to tee 
emergence— in General Colin 
Powell (right) - of a blade 
politician who appeals across 
racial lines is tee most 
positive feeding in a wide- 
ranging poll of racial attitudes 
conducted by Gallup. 

Mary Dejevsky 


PREJUDICE 

Gays’ mental health discrimation 

Lesbians and gay men are firing in a “climate of fear” , _ 
experiencing physical assault, verbal abuse and discrimination 
when they use mainstream mental health services. 

Research by the mental health charity Mind found that nearly 
three-quarters had experienced prejudice and discrimination and 
more than one in five suffering physical and sexual violence. 

More than half said that staff had used their homosexuality to 
explain their mental health problems and had been told they might 
have fewer problems if they were heterosexual. 

“Despite the fact that homosexuality has not been listed as a 
mental health problem for over 20 years, it is dear that many 
mental health professionals still consider homosexuality to be a 
mental illness," said Judi Cements, chief executive of Mind. 

Glenda Cooper 


HEALTH 

Cervical cancer affects the young 

Cervical cancer is occurring more often in younger women, 
although tee overall number of cases is in decline, research shows. 

The disease, tee second most common «mre r in women, is now 
peaking in women aged 30-39, compared with a peak in women 
aged 45-59 in the early 1970s, according to a study in The Journal 
of Medical Screening. 

Hie study also shows the disease is changing. Cases of one type 
of cervical cancer - adenocarcinoma - are four times higher than 
in 1971, but cases of squamous cell carcinoma are gradually 
decreasing. Adenocarcinoma is difficult to spot in tee pre- invasive 
stage and may be underdiagnosed as a result, tee researchers from 
the University of Cambridge say. Jeremy Laura nee 


PIET 

Sweet-toothed Britons in decline 

Sugar consumption fell to a 20-year low in the firet quarter of the 
year as Britons became increasingly health-conscious about then- 
food at home. 

New government figures show that at the start of the year we ate 
more green vegetables, fruit, eggs and skimmed milk, and less fatty, 
food. Yet we are spending 13 per cent more than last year on 
alcoholic drinks, soft drinks and sweets, according to the latest 
National Food Survey (NFS), covering the first quarter of 1997. 

The survey also shows that household consumption of beef has 
recovered completely from the BSE scare of last year. Compared 
to the same period in 1996, when the goverment announced a 
possible link between “mad cow disease” and the fatal human 
illness, Creut 2 feldt-Jakob Disease (CJD), beef consumption was 5 
per cent higher, continuing an upward trend over the past nine - 
months - Charies Arthur 

TRANSPORT 

Drivers fill up on a crash diet 

Nearly half of motorists admit to eating and driving, and most of 
the food consumed is of the junk variety, according to a survey ' 
published today. Crisps, chips and chocolate are favoured by 
munching motorists, the Autoglass research found. 

Autoglass spokesman Andy Edyvean said: “It’s astonishing to 
think drivers are bombing along busy roads with a burger or kebab 
in one hand. It's a crash diet - an accident waiting to happen.” 

Tne survqr showed that a typical driver’s on-the-road monthly 
menu included six hags of crisps, sir chocolate bars, six bags of 
sweete, three sandwiches, two pies, tiro- burgers, a bag of chips, a 
doughnut and a kebab. - 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of ’ - * 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
In the first half of 1996 
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Cookson 
saves art 

gallery 


. • *-£r ?v* » 



>6alth discrimafc 


jojo Wpyes 

The writer Dame Catherine Cook- 
»n has saved the Hatton Gallery m 
Newcastle from closure, the dav af- 

K^° a ^ ra ^ ,0witI,araw 

«/25- e ^ eS1 jf eUj il8 aul hor of The 
° ZZ Cwdle, Vie Mullen Streak 
and Feathers in the Fire, who has sold 
more than lOOmillion copies in 17 
^nguages, has pledged £50000 a vear 

'he^U^^r ,Sin0,dcr,0ia:p 

Monday night the university 
rouncii decided to cease funding the 

MA lcfl S 38 fc>een in existence 
since 1 9_6 and contains works by 
among others. Kurt Schwitters. Goya 
and Francis Bacon. 

'Hie university ascribed its decision 
to budgetary constraints. It has to 
make cuts of 6 per cent across the 
next three years and closing the 
gallery would make a saving of ap- 
proximately £45,000, 

Wright, the vice-chancellor, 
said: “I am mosr delighted with this 
rapid and remarkable response by 
Dame Catherine Cookson which 
sets the university well on the way to 
securing the future of the Hatton 
Gallery." The university now aims to 
raise £100,000 a year to create suf- 
ficient funds to ‘•revitalise'’ the 
gallery as a “vibrant contribution to 
the region's arts provision". 

The decision to ckise the giflciy had 
been a controversial one, with sup- 


porters of the gallery claiming thatlhc 
benefits of keeping it open far out- 
weighed ary benefits made by the sav- 
ing. BiD VdrJcy, a fine art lecturer who 
helped head the campaign, had de- 
scribed dosing the galknras “Bee hav- 
ing a medical school and saying you're 
removing the operating theatres." 

Yesterday he was overjoyed at die 
news that it would remain open. 
“God bless her, it’s the most mar- 
vellous, generous thing," he said. 
"This is exactly a five-year breathing 
space to get the thing back on track 
and attract lottery funding." Mr 
\fcrley added. 

It is the latest of many donations 
made by the bedridden Dame 
Catherine, who suffers from a blood 
disorder and is nearly blind. She has 
given money to the university before, 
to the library and medical school. 

Last month the renowned bene- 
factor, who at one point created her 
own charitable foundation, donated 
£50,000 to ex-servicemen who suf- 
fered illness after being involved with 
nuclear tests. The 90-ycar-old nov- 
elist nude the gift to help to fund an 
independent study after learning of 
the veterans' distrust of govern- 
ment-sponsored health surveys. 

Last year she helped to revive an 
independent school that closed be- 
cause of falling pupil numbers, do- 
nating more than £40.000 towards the 
cost of leasing a new site for Char- 
ters Ancaster College, after parents 
wrote to her appealing for help. 


New mood signals 
a change in the air 


’ . - TLA IT Chris Godsmark 

_ • • Business Correspondent 

G-Hida fc British Airways did not actually use 

the words "New Labour, new airline 

yesterday," but the implication was 
unequivocal yesterday, as the world’s 
favourite carrier launched its new 

r affects 

.-’!r t :C ■ : acssr world’s biggest ever satellite link-up, 

• X Ljj'i*- ••• ^ist ' BA's chief executive. Bob Ayling, 

.-r t? .-i=ar i weal-: painted a less “arrogant", Iess.“self- 

* important" image for the airline, 

im . f»ji -- iv 3 12 Tc*. ~ linked to a new mood in the nation. 

“There’s a noticeable note of change 
t.wsur , . i in the air. There’s a new air about the 

- j*cf • •!". fur s£- : country. We even beat my friends at 
' . ^ ;i: , .a-zsj rt Qantas at their great game, which is 

/ %'.m £ r ^i p* i; now our great game." 

” V ^ t ^ jw recc 6 ’ It took John Prescott, the deputy 

^T^^prime minister, to ram home the 
■— analogy. “We can all think of major 

international companies which have 

stood still and declined. You have to 
* J/soTifti be prepared to change, to reposition. 
Britons in oeun 5 Dare I say it, New Labour saw that," 
w . : he said at the launch. 

; But as he spoke. “Old Labour 

~ " flexed its muscles as the Transport 

. . ^ and General Workers Union sent out 

"\T strike ballot papers to 5,000 ground 
staff at Heathrow and Manchester. 
The dispute is over BAs plans to sell 

.. -V off or out-source departments such 

L as catering and aircraft servicing. - 


BA claimed the unions were go- 
ing back on a landmark deal buying 
out restrictive working practices at 
Heathrow. Mr Ayling said the strike 
ballot was very disappointing. “Our 
new identity is about jobs; it’s about 
training. People who talk about a ‘vir- 
tual amine’ don’t know what they’re - 
zaHmg about."; 

The re-launch, backed by a £6bn 
investment programme over the 
next three years, is one of the bold- 
est by any global company. Gone is 
the conservative logo used since be- 
fore privatisation in 1984. BAs new 
identity positions the airline as “a cit- 
izen of the world,” recognising that 
60 per cent of passengers come 
from outside the UK. 

More than 50 different designs 
representing ethnic communities 
wfll grace the tailfins of BAs 300 air- 
craft, with only the seven Concordes 
still using a variation on the Union 
flag. “Airlines are extraordinarily 
chauvinistic. This is our attempt to 
break out of the chauvinism of the 
past,” Mr Ayling explained. 

The London design consultants 
Newell and Sorrell spent two years 
on the concept, which will continue 
through check-in desks, ticket wallets 
and even staff outfits. They tracked 
down over 2,000 artists and craft 
workers from Hong Kong to Rrland 
and Southern Africa to CornwalL 
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Simply divine: The Crouch End Festival Chorus performing in Wroclaw, Poland. The choir of amateurs, which includes teachers, 
stockbrokers and factory workers, has enjoyed unexpected success In America with an album reaching 13 in the US charts 


news 

Choir 
from 
Crouch 
End hits 
all the 
right 
notes in 
the US 


David Lister 

Arts Editor 

An amateur choir made up 
of psychotherapists, teachers 
and stockbrokers from north 
London has peach ed number 
13 in the .American Billboard 
chans with as album of 
choral music. 

The success has come as a 
shock to the 130 singers from 
the London suburb of Crouch 
End, who received session 
fees amounting to £9.000 
between them for the album. 
Cinema Choral Classics. 

The men and women of the 
Crouch End Festival Chorus 
meet to sing every week at a 
local secondary school and in 
the 13 years since the choir 
was formed have built up a 
strong reputation, giving 
concerts at the Royal Festival 
Hall and the Barbican 
Centre. 

But they have never had a 
week like "this week. An 
album of choral music used in 
movies such as The Mission 
and 7 Tie Omen, recorded at 
sessions over two years, went 
straight in at nunfaer 23 in 
Billboard's classical crossover 
chart. It also reached number 
20 in the classical crossover 
charts here. 

David Temple, the 
orchestra’s conductor and 
co-founder, said yesterday; 
“It’s wonderful news. I know 
people will look at our name 
and think that it’s something 
dowdy and suburban, but we 
are one of London's best 
choirs. We have toyed with 
the idea of changing the 
name, but we decided to stick 
with it as it’s where we come 
from. 

“We haven’t got any plans 
•» to tour America, but if-the 
album keeps going up, then it 
would be rather nice to go 
over to the States." 

At present, he said, the 
choir just gets paid session 
fees for its recordings, but he 
added; “In future we may 
think about a royalties deal." 

He said all the members of 
the choir were amateurs. 

Their day jobs included 
psychotherapists, teachers, 
city workers, shopkeepers and 
factory workers. 

Tbe record’s producer, 
James Fitzpatrick, of SDva 
Screen Records, said 
yesterday that when he first 
signed the choir, his 
manag ing director wanted 
them to change their name 
but they refused. 

“In America die radio 
stations are more interested 
in the films like The Omen. 
They don’t mind what the 
name of the choir is." 
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“NATIONAL SAVINGS FIRST 
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A GUARANTEED RATE 
OF INTEREST, FIXED 
v FOR 12 MONTHS. 
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gross (5-/; net). There’s even 3 bonus 
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news 


Aitken is 


accused 


over Ritz 


Kim Sei^upta 


Fonuer Cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken was yesterday 
accused in the High Court of 
telling a web of 13 lies over his 
stay at the Paris Ritz. 

George Carman. QC. for the 
defence said Mr Aitken’s ver- 
sion “produced 13 matters 
which added together show a 
catalogue of coincidence of 
such improbability as to be pre- 
posterous. It is such a catalogue 
of coincidence that it is tainted." 

Mr Aitken, the former De- 
fence Procurement Minister 
and Chief Secretary to the Trea- 
sury. is suing The Guardian 
and Granada TV the makers of 
World In Action, over allegations 
that he was in the “pocket” of 
powerful Saudi interests, 
pimped for Arabs, and was in- 
volved in secret arms deals. 

He claims that his contro- 
versial stay at the Paris Ritz in 
September 1993 was during a 
trip to see his daughter settled 
at a Swiss school- The payment 
of his hotel bill by the Saudi 
Prince Mohammed was an “un- 
fortunate muddle". 

Mr Carman has told Mr Jus- 
tice FopplewelL, hearing the li- 
bel action without a jury, that 
Mr Aitken's acceptance of such 
hospitality from a son of the 
Saudi king would have directly 
contravened the guidelines on 
ministerial conduct 


got what he called a receipt — 
but in fact it was the last page 
of Mr Ayas'sbiQL 

Mr Aitken’s dose friend, Mr 
Ayas, never told him that Prince 
Mohammed was paying the en- 
tire bill and concealed that fact 
for two years after the event 

Mr Aitken told the Cabinet 
Secretary in March 1994 that his 
wife baa paid his bill and had 
a receipt for it that statement 
being untrue and designed to 
mislead the offiriaL 

Mr Aitken copied that letter 
to John Major knowing it was 
untrue, and did not attempt to 
correct the deceptions until 
compelled to produce the doc- 
uments 14 days later after Mr 
Major intervened and suggest- 
ed the receipt be send to The 
Guardian . 

In April 1994 Mr Aitken 
told the Cabinet Secretary Mr 
Ayas’s nephew Abdul Rahman. 
had overpaid his bill and had 
confirmed that to Mr Aitken. 


M. 

• 




PuWng power: Louie Salvoni, of the Cafe Society, demonstrating the art of coffee-making. The growing UK market is a prime target fw world coffee producers Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Coffee becomes new currency of crime 


hotel bill Mr Carman listed 
what he alleged were 13 lies. 


They indude the following; 
Tne Ritz got his reeistratii 


The Ritz got his registration 
form wrong by allocating his bill 
to Saudi businessman Said 
Ayas, either by a deliberate 
set-up or a mistake. 

He offered his credit card on 
arrival but it was rejected, and 
he never discovered the method 
which should used to pay the 
bill. Mr Aitken never asked for 
a bill at anytime and his wife, 
by mistake, paid half of it and 


Mr Rahman had received 
Mr Aitken’s cheque but pur- 
suant to Mr Aitken’s “conspir- 
atorial agreement" with Mr 
Ayas and banked it, although 
not entitled to a penny of it. 
while not informing Mr Aitken. 

Mr Aitken had a conversa- 
tion with Prince Mohammed 
while at the Ritz about a pos- 
sible defence contract to do with 
four British submarines, but 
did not reveal that until the in- 
quiry, in October 1994, into oth- 
er allegations. 

At the end of presenting that 
list to the court, Mr Carman 
said: “When you add up that 
catalogue of improbabilities, 
do you not realise how scan- 
dalously incredible, and bow 
preposterous, your story is?" 

Mr Aitken responded: “No, 
I don’t realise any such thing .. . 
I completely reject the flam- 
boyant allegations made during 
those 13 points and, above all, 
at the end of those 13 points." 

The case continues. 


Kan Burrell 


The jar of instant coffee has sud- 
denly become a desirable trad- 


ing commodity for loan sharks 
and small-time drug dealers in 
a trend which mirrors the surge 
in demand for coffee on the in- 
ternational markets. 

A sharp rise in the price of 
instant coffees has made them 
a target for thieves who are 
stealing to order to pay off 
their debts from high-interest 
loans or drugs. 

The British Retail Consor- 
tium and the National Associ- 
ation of Probation Officers 
(Napo) said yesterday that the 
pattern had been identified in 
cities across Britain. 

Michael Schuck, the consor- 
tium's assistant director of re- 
tail crime, said: “People see 
coffee going up in the shops and 
it becomes more of a mar- 
ketable commodity than other 
goods like shampoos, batteries 


or razors. Coffee is a fairly ex- 
pensive commodity. 'You can 
quite easly steal four jars of cof- 
fee and put them in a coat, a bag 
or underneath a baby." 

Mr Schuck, a former police 
officer, said there was an or- 
ganised racket in large drums of 
instant coffee being stolen to or- 
der from supermarket shelves. 
“They are sold on to hotels, 
restaurants and cafes," he said. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of Napo, said that 
such pilfering had recently been 
reported in Bradford, Mersey- 
side. London and Greater Man- 
chester. “This stealing of coffee 
is a new idiosyncratic twist to a 
long-standing scandal of steal- 
ing to order. Debtors are being 
encouraged to shoplift whichev- 
er goods are currently the most 
easy to fence.” 

Extreme cold weather in 
Brazil has hit coffee production 
this year, triggering a frenzy of 
buying by speculators which 


NewYtxk'C* contract, cents per lb and Nescafe Goa Herat £ per 10Do jar 



Oct Nov 


March April 


has forced prices to a 20-year 
high. Forecasts of more cold 
weather led to another 7 per 
cent rise on the New York mar- 
ket yesterday, where coffee 
closed at 25330 cents a round, 
compared to less than 100 cents 
in December. At one point late 
last month, the price reached 
318 cents, the highest level 
since the 1970s when freezing 


weather forced Brazilian pro- 
ducers to relocate entire coffee 
plantations to wanner areas. 

As a result of the increase, 
the price of coffee also rose in 
the shops. NestI6 put up the 
price of its lOOg jars of Gold 
Blend by 17p to £234 late last 
month. 

The price rises have done lit- 
tle to arrest the coffee revolu- 


tion which has led to a boom in 
American-style coffee houses 
and Italian espresso bars. 

The Seattle Coffee Compa- 
ny will this week open its 24th 
branch, only two years after two 
Seattle exiles set up their first 
shop in Covent Garden. It now 
has outlets in Edinburgh. Glas- 
gow, Birmingham, Cambridge 
and Swindon. 

Louie Salvoni. vice-chair- 
man of the Cafe Society, 
which represents the ground 
coffee industry, said; “The UK 
market is being targeted by all 
the major coffee producers of 
the world because of its poten- 
tial. We are still European-led 
in our taste and profile but there 
is a movement towards latte 
because of the advent of Amer- 
ican coffee concepts." 

Yet while the coffee 
cognoscenti argue over the rel- 
ative merits of robusta and ara- 
bica beans and the price of 
cappuccino and espresso mak- 


ers, the jar of instant has become 4 
so sought-after in some areas 
that is being placed under pro- 
tection. 

In one shop in Greenock, near - 
Glasgow, so many jars have . 
been stolen that they are placed 
out of reach alongside the warn- 
ing: “Coffee behind counter / 
due to criminal activity." 

Tom Ward, a solicitor in the 
town, has had to represent a 
succession of clients arrested af- ■ 
ter stealing jars of coffee to or- . 
der as a way of paying off 
debts. 

He said: “The price of coffee : 
is such nowthat its expensive, 
its easy to lift and easy to 
sell on. That’s the attraction 
of it." 

Last week, as a young moth- 
er accused of shoplifting seven 
jars of high quality coffee ap- 
peared before a court in 
Greenock, the sheriff Sir 
Stephen Young, exclaimed: “Oh 
no, not coffee again." 
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English come 


ews 


bottom of 


class in maths 


Judith lucid 

Education Editor 


English nine-vear-olds are irafl- 

mg pupils in the resi of the 
world in maths but outstripping 
njosi of them in science, uc- 
cordmg to an international 
study published vesrerdav 

TesLs showed* that English 
nine-year-olds came lOth'om 
ofl 7. lagging far behind their 
contemporaries in Pacific Rim 
countries and in Eastern 
Europe. 

half of English pupils 
could not answer the question 
what is five fewer than 203. 

. Ironically, a higher propor- 
tion of them thought ihey were 
S°“d at maths than in' those 
countries which topped the 
table. 

In science, however, onlv 
four countries did better, and 13 
per cent of English pupils were 
in the international top 10 per 
cent. 

When the last similar study 
in maths was published six years 
ago. England was level with 
countries such as the United 
States. Canada and Ireland. 
Now it has slipped behind them. 

By contrast, in science it has 
pulled ahead of both Hungary 
and Hong Kong since 1984. 

Researchers" from the Na- 


tional Foundation for Educa- 
tional Research (NFER), who 
carried out the study in Eng- 
land, suggested that the poor 
performance in maths might be 
explained by larger class sizes 
than most countries in lhe sur- 
vey. except for Japan and Sin- 
gapore. and by less whole class 
teaching, less’ homework and 
greater use of calculators than 
elsewhere. 

The improved performance 
in science might be explained by 
the extra time devoted to sci- 
ence since the introduction of 
the national curriculum and 
extra training given to primary 
teachers. 

The length of time spent on 
maths is unlikely to be the rea- 
son why English pupils are 
struggling. Time spent on maths 
is higher than in most other 
countries, though less than m 
Singapore, which tops the world 
maths league. 

Scotland did slightly better 
than England in maths but 
worse in science. 

Around 175,000 nine-year- 
olds in more than 4,000 schools 
in 26 countries took pan in the 
survey, the Third Internation- 
al Maths and Science Study, be- 
lieved to be the largest of its 
kind ever compiled. 

No western European coun- 
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try significantly outperforms 
England in science but three do 
so in maths. 

English pupils did poorly in 
ail areas of maths apart from 
geometry and data represen- 
tation. analysis and probabili- 
ty. 

They were well behind their 
counterparts in number, frac- 
tions. measurement and pro- 
portion. 

Sue Harris, one of the study's 
authors, pointed out that no 
other country had performed 
better in geometry, perhaps 
because of the practical way in 
which maths is taught in Eng- 
lish schools. 

The results for both maths 
and science are broadly similar 
to those for 1 3-year-olds in the 
Inst part of the study, which was 
published lust year. 

In science, pupils were above 
the global average in all fourar- 
eas: earth science, life science, 
physics and environmental 
science. 

Dr Seamus Hegarty, the 
foundation's director, warned of 
the difficulties of making in- 
ternational comparisons. In 
Norway, for instance, children 
do no start school until they arc 
seven and in some countries a 
significant proportion of less 
able nine-year-olds is kept 
down. 

Estelle Morris, the school 
standards minister, said: ‘"This 
survey shows only too clearly 
how much we have to do to raise 
standards in maths. "And it 
highlights how right we are to 
concentrate on basic skills in the 



Food for thought: David Blunkett having lunch at Blatehington Mil! School yesterday 
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Blunkett chips away at school menus 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


David Blunkett yesterday re- 
vealed his long-cherished plan 
to introduce mandatory nutri- 
tional standards for schools 
meals and then went off to meet 
children who eat chips with 
everything. 

The Secretary of Slate for 
Education outlined his plans for 
“well-balanced meals" at the 


opening session of Lhe Unison 
public service union annual 
conference in Brighton, and 
then encountered the reality of 
children’s’ diets when he went 
for lunch at Blatehington Mill 
comprehensive school at near- 
by Hove. 

Mr Blunkett, a Unison mem- 
ber, said he was not declaring 
war on chips - one of his sons 
was a “chip fanatic” - but on 
constant junk food. 


He told 22S0G Unison dele- 
gates: “For nearly 18 years we 
have seen the quality of school 
dinners deteriorate and the 
number of children eating them 
drop significantly. Yet a bal- 
anced diet is crucial to their 
health and wellbeing. If you are 
hungry and have a poor diet it 
is difficult to concentrate and to 
learn effectively.” Mr Blunkett 
said last year only 43 per cent 
of children took school meals 


compared with 64 per cent in 
1979. “For some, a school din- 


1979. “For some, a school din- 
ner is the only real meal a 
child gets in the day. It needs 
to be a decent meal, not junk." 

“I do not want to declare war 
on chips, but on average our 
school children eat chips three 
times a week and we need to 
make sure that alternatives are 
also made attractive." 

During Lhe visit ic Lbe 1.500- 
pupil Blatehington Mill School. 


headteacher Neil Hunter was 
asked about his pupils' prefer- 
ences. “Chips are very popular." 
he replied. “It would be wrong 
of me to say anything else - oh 
yes. and sticky buns." 

The Education Secretary said 
he had learnt his radicalism in his 
own school canteen. “Wc had 
sausages three times a week, 
while the headteacher tucked 
into steak. It was my first intro- 
duction to a socialist cause." 


primary years. 

An example of the maths 
questions included in survey: 

Question 1: Write this addi- 
tion fact: 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 + 4 = 
20 - as a multiplication fact. 

Answer 5x4 = 20, or 4x5 
==20 


Back to basics with daily dose of three Rs 


Lucy Want 

Education Correspondent 


League tables show countries whets -test results were 
strictly comparable. ' . . .. 


Question 2: Four children 
measured the width of a room 
by counting bow many paces it 
took them to cross it . 

The chart shows their 
measurements. Stephen 10, 
Edward 8, Anna 9, Charles 7. 
Who had the longest pace? 

Answer: Charles. 


Primary schools are to be en- 
couraged to set aside an hour 
every day to teach children 
reading and writing to help 
boost standards in the three Ri 
As an international study con- 
firmed British pupils' poor per- 
formance in the basics compared 
with competitor countries, mins- 
ters also amwuoxdsdwt* would 
be urged to adopt mom structured 


ways of teaching maths. 

Schools minister Estelle 
Moms yesterday called for ur- 
gent action to address poor lit- 
eracy and numeracy in primary 
schools and asked curriculum 
experts to advise schools on how 
to give a “sharper focus" to the 
three Rs. Trainee teachers 
would be schooled in “tradi- 
tional” teaching methods. 

However, she stressed the 
shift of emphasis would take 
place within the existing nine- 


subject national curriculum, 
which ministers have pledged 
will remain unchanged for chil- 
dren up to 14 until 2000. 

Teaching unions yesterday 
welcomed moves to concentrate 
on the basics, but warned 
against excesave government in- 
terference in the classroom. 

The National Association of 
Head Teachers cautioned 
against any attempt to pre- 
scribe a particular time slot for 
each of the basic skills. 


General secretary David Han 
said most primary schools al- 
ready ensured reading and writ- 
ing took up a significant 
proportion of the timetable. 

“It is the quality of the teach- 
ing rather than the time spent 
which counts," he said. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the Na u'onal Union of 
Teachers, said teachers “do not 
wish to see a return to the bad 
old days of imposition from the 


Ms Morris, addressing a 
conference held by the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (SCAA). insisted the 
Government had no intention 
of dictating how, or what, 
schools should teach. 

However, she made clear 


that a daily literacy hour, rec- 
ommended last February by a 
Literacy Task Force set up by 
Labour while in opposition, 
was looked upon favourably by 
ministers. 
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report runs 

wild on the Net 


Growing: A 30ft temporary sculpture being created for the South Bank, London, as part of the Coin Street Festival 


Charles Arthw 

Science Editor 

A county council is struggling 
to prevent the rapid spread on 
the Internet of a leaked report 
which strongly criticises its han- 
dling of allegations of satanic 
abuse of children in the 1980s. 

Nottinghamshire County 
Council has already served in- 
a gainst four people, 


30,000-word report and three 
journalists, preventing them 
from reproducing or dissemi- 
nating the report, claiming they 
are breaching copyright 
But yesterday at least six 
computers in four countries on 
■ the global computer network 
Photograph: Adrian Dennis I were carrying the full text of the 
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report, which is highly critical 
of social workers in the coun- 
ty, Such “mirroring'’ is common 
among users of the Net to pre- 
vent the banning of material; a 
page can be copied and loaded 
onto a computer in moments,' 
establishing a new presence. 

Alistair Reiman, a British 
lawyer specialising in electron- 
ic copyright law, said last night: 
“Once something’s been pub- 


out there. After all, the network 
was designed to withstand a 
nuclear attack; it can probably 
survive Nottinghamshire Coun- 
ty Council.” 

The council is trying, though. 
In a move which has surprised 
experts, it has even claimed that 
“hyperlinks”, electronic point- 
ers to other sites od the Web, 
can breach copyright Hyper- 
links are a standard tool con- 
necting the millions of pages of 
data on the Web, often point- 
ing between competing com- 
panies. Mr Kehnan sakh “If they 
win that point then it means the 
collapse of the Net - the whole 
thing depends on links.” 

The three journalists, Nick 
Arming , David Hebditch and 
Margaret Jervis, put the content 
o f th e Joint Enquiry Team 
(JET) report into the 1988 
Broxtowe Case on to a British 
site oq the World Web at the 
end of last month. Under the in- 
junction, the text was removed 
on 3 June. The injunction will 
be challenged in the High Court 
on 23 June. 

The JET report investigated 
the handling of satanic ritual 
abuse Haims against children, 
and concluded that social work- 
ers had been too prepared to be- 
lieve children over police. 

One conclusion comments: 
“The use of satanic indicators, 
which appeared so convincing. 


was disastrous”. The report.;' 
was originally intended for dis- * 
semination among social work- 
ers and police who might learn 
from its lessons. The council 
■ su bs equently decided not to 
publish it, though the social . 
workers involved were free to 
put theirawn views through the 
media and in public meetings. - 
In an earlier commentary 
on the report, the three jour- 

tfu» nrimh^r rvf 


alleged “satanic abuse cases 
which cropped up in the UK af- 
ter the report had been written. 
A number of those led to chil- 
dren being removed from their 
parents and being taken into 
care. If the JET report bad 
been mad e more widely avail- 
able to social workers and po- 
lice in 1990. would these cases 
have been handled differently?” 
they asked. . 


site, the Nottinghamshire ooun- - 
ty solicitor has e-mailed Jeremy 
Fre eman, owner of a Canadian 
Web site carrying the text of the - 
report, demanding he remove 
it. Though Mr Freeman com- • 
plied, the solicitor contacted • 
him again to demand he remove •_ 
a “hyperlink” to another site 
with the report, also on the ba-_ 
sis of copyright. The solicitors 
letter said the hyperlink to a site 
in the US “is still publication” 
and would constitute breach of 
copyright. 

Nottin ghamshir e County 
Counc il declined to comment 
yesterday on its reasons for 
suppressing the report's publi- 
cation or its decision to describe 
hyperlinks as copyrightable. 
One source there said the coun- 
cil was anxious that the children 
involved in the Broxtowe case, - 
now in their teens, should not 
suffer through having their past 
raked over in public. 


Bullies sentenced 


Two teenage girls sent to a de- 
tention centre for three months 
yesterday for their part in a sav- 
age gang attack on a schoolmate 
who later killed herself, were 
last night travelling to Scotland's 
only women's prison. 

Michelle McBratney, 17, and 
Lee Ann Murray, 16, were 
flown from Stornoway on the 
Isle of Lewis to spend the night 
in Inverness before being trans- 
ferred today to the young of- 
fenders unit at Corn ton Vale 
Prison in Stirlings hire. The 
prison has seen a number of sui- 
cides among inmates recently. 

The two giiis are expected to 


spend the rest of their sentence 
in the adjacent young offenders 
unit, subject to an appeal. The 
Scottish Prison Service has 
pointed out there are no youth 
detention centres in Scotland. 

Earlier, Sheriff Ian Cameron 
told the pair at Stornaway Sber- 
riff Court that they had “evil- 
ly” taken it on themselves to 
ensure Katherine Jane Morri- 
son, 16, could not safelywalk the 
streets of Stornoway. - 

Katherine was found dead in 
her bedroom in Stornoway ihFdb- . 
ruaiy last year. In a suicide note 
she said bullying by certain girls 
had become too much for her. 
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The Moment 

By Hilary Davies 

That was the moment when, closing 
The wicket gate behind me, I knew 
That nothing would ever be the same again. 
I knew I could wait before turning, 

Very slowly, to look back: 

An eternity to note precisely 
How the falling sun would sketch 
The branches, trace the millinery 
Of the leaves. And then to turn 
So slowly, looking backwards 
At the glory of that other life 
Lived not knowing what would come, 
Before the eye of the storm passing 
Over our heads brings us the world's 
Enormity, its frailness, driving 
And driving the exquisite spike 
Of ecstasy into our lives. 


This poem appears in Hilary Davies’s second collection. In a 
Valley of This Restless Mina: the volume’s title sequence re- 
oounts the tragic love affair of Abelard and Hdloise. It is pub- 
lished (pnce £7.95) by Enitharmon Press at 36 St George's 
Avenue. London N7 OHD. 
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Girl of 12 released from Manx prison 


Becmetto 

Cnme Correspondent 

on ^ 11351 teen held 

on remand at an Jsle of Man jail for 

Se ^ «» released into 

SghL a chi]dren,s temc last 

aSSSssas 

£*i™f.sss;s 

island s capital Douglas. 

In addition, it has been revealed 


thai a 14-yeur-old boy has been 
sent back to the Victoria Road jail 
on remand after breaking his hail 
conditions. A 16-ycar-oId boy is al- 
reaity serving a 32 week sentence at 
the five-cell juvenile annexe. 

The giii’s lawyer said last night that 
the child, who is described as vety dis- 
turbed, was “happy and pleased" to 
be leaving the Victorian prison. 

The island's social services have 
agreed to provide extra staff and 24- 
hour surveillance to ensure the girl 
is kept secure at Cummal Shce chil- 


Islanders 

take moral 
umbrage at 
criticism 


dren's home in Douglas. The U-turn 

- the home had refused to take her 
because it does not have a secure unit 

- follows a furore caused by the pub- 
lication in The hulcpcndeni about the 
jailing of children. 

In the past three years there have 
been 31 cases, some involving repeal 
offenders, of juveniles aged up to lb 
being jailed on the Isle of Man. The 
youngest was aged 1 i live were aged 
14, and the remainder were aged 15 

and 16. 

A “deemster” - an Isle of Man 


judge - at a hearing in chambers at 
the court in Douglas yesterday re- 
leased the girl, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, on custody and 
bailed her to reappear in court to- 
day. 

It is understood that the conditions 
of bail arc that she must stay at the 
home at all limes and only leave with 
a member of staff 

When the giri appeared before a 
court last week she was said to be in 
moral danger, but was jailed after she 
refused to accept conditions that she 


should live at the home and not go 
out unaccompanied. She is accused 
of assaulting members of staff at the 
home. 

The Isle of Man does not have a 
specialist secure unit, and children 
asyoung as ten can, under Manx law, 
be sent to a special annexe at the 
adult jail. This practice was con- 
demned as “barbaric" by civil liber- 
ty groups. 

Terence McDonald, the girl’s 
lawyer, yesterday criticised the po- 
lice for charging the girL “The po- 


lice arc not looking into the cir- 
cumstances of juveniles and are 
treating child offenders like adults. 
They arc exaggerating the juvenile 
delinquency by charging so many 
young people." 

Commenting on the decision bv 
soda! services to provide extra staff 
at the children's home, he said: 
“I welcome it but fee! it is a great 
pity that something could not have 
been done sooner. There is desper- 
ate need for a separate secure unj[ 
for children" 


.Allan Bell, the island's home af- 
l “ ,re m *nistcr, said plans to redevelop 
the prison w ere being considered and 
were* likely lu include moving the ju- 
yemle annexe away from the main 
jail. .And he added; "The prison of- 
ficer* are trained specifically to look 
‘*“^ r youngsters and have a 
different method of approach to 
ihem than they would the regular 
prisoners. 

”1 .inherited a situation I can do 
nothing, about. 1 have to live with 
what I have tjoi “ 


News that a 1 2 -year-old girl was 
being incarcerated in a Victo- 
rian jail on the Isle of Man pro- 
voked an unusual response 
from the islanders. 

Maiw of those who tele- 
phoned a local radio chat show 
were outraged and angry at 
what had happened. 

However, their fury was not 
at the island s continued prac- 
tice of imprisoning children, but 
at the uppity British media and 
do-gooders for interfering, and 
against one of their own in- 
habitants for breaking ranks and 
going public on a practice he de- 
scribed as a “scandal" and “bar- 
baric". 

The 72,000 residents of the 
craggy island, 16 miles off the 
Scottish coast in the Irish Sea, 
have been thrown into a heat- 
ed debate since The Independent 
revealed last Saturday that a 
12-year-old girl was being held 
on remand on charges of assault 
and criminal damage at a prison 
annexe. Under Manx law chil- 
dren as young as 10 can be de- 
tained at the island's only jail. 

Rosemary Crosby, the gov- 
ernor of the Victoria Road 
prison in Douglas, said: “Eng- 
lish people do not understand 
that we hear reports all rime 
about ‘raiboy and other 14- and 
15-year-olds who cannot be 


Jason Bennetto 

finds the residents 
of the Isle of Man 
angry at outside 
inference 

touched by the law. You are 
powerless to act The Isle of 
Man takes a different view - 
that we do have authority and 
responsibility over our chil- 
dren. Our society still prides it- 
self on this. 

“People do not lake kindly 
to being told by England that 
what they are doing is wrong 
and morally inferior." 

The island has a reputation 
for tough action on crime and 
intolerance. Its inhabitants are 
fiercely proud of its independent 
identity - it is a Crown depen- 
dency and not part of the UK 
or European Union - and are 
prepared to fight for it. 

The United Nations Human 
Rights Convention forced the 
Isle of Man to change its laws 
on corporal punishment and ho- 
mosexuality. In 1992, the is- 
land’s parliament voted to 
decriminalise sexual acts be- 
tween consenting men, but only 
after the British government 
threatened to intervene. A year 
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Hard cell: The annexe at Victoria Road jail in Douglas where the 12-year-old girl was held. Under Manx law, children as young as 10 can be detained there Photograph: Tom Pilston 


later hanging was abolished, but 
at the same time the island's 
government voted to retain 
birching. 

The police also have a repu- 
tation for taking a hard line on 
juvenile offenders. Without an 
independent Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service it is left up to the 
police whether to bring charges. 
Last year, out of 625 crimes in- 


volving juveniles, 242, or about 
two-fifths, were prosecuted, this 
included 89 children aged 10 to 
13. A further 43 children were 
cautioned. 

A Manx government report 
recently acknowledged that the 
use of imprisonment has re- 
sulted in the island’s jail popu- 
lation being LL5 per cent higher 
per head of the population 


than in the UK. Overall levels 
of crime are lower than in 
Britain. 

A middle-aged Manx woman 
walking alongside the island's 
jail yesterday had little sympa- 
thy for the 12-year-old girl. 
“Just because they are nine, ten, 
ot 12 they should still be made 
responsible for their actions. A 
girl that age will know the dif- 


ference between right and 
wrong. 

“People in England auto- 
matically think we are barbar- 
ic because of the birching issue, 
but we look at haw the author- 
ities' hands are tied in dealing 
with youngsters and think we 
have got it right," 

Not everyone supports this 
approach. Linda Coe. a shop 


worker in Douglas, said: “I 
think its disgraceful. The prison 
is not fit for adults, let alone chil- 
dren.” 

Others have contacted the 
girl's lawyer, Terence McDon- 
ald. to express their anger and 
disbelief. 

Mr McDonald said yesterday: 
“Many people and the politi- 
cians are concerned about the 


island's image and do not want 
to frighten off the financial 
sector or tourists. Bui this does 
not matter, we need to ensure 
that our children are treated 
properly. 

“Wc are not a poor country 
and it is lo our shame that we 
are looking children up in pris- 
ons and forcing them io sleep 
in cells." 


Seeing . . . 
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12 Doc 1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or owe In order to safeguard our customers, certain transactions may require written confirmation. First Direct reserves Hie right 10 
doeflne to open on account for you. Ffcet Direct credit tadfities are subject to status. For nmtton datais ol our services write to Ftel Direct. Freepost Leeds LS98 2RF. 
Fkst Direct la a tfvfalon ot Mldtond Bank pfc-Cafls may be montored andtor recorded. LLOYDS Cheque Account delate are based on the Classic Accou nt 7fr e costs comprise 
(bob of E8 par month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account delate ere based on the Barclays Bank Account The costs comprise lees ol £5 per month. MAT WEST Cheque Accouit 
datais are based on the Currant Plus Account The costs comprise fees of £S per month. All fees may vary in the future. First Direct variable interest rate tor overdrafts 
up to £250 Is 12.6% EAR. AD in f or ma tion based on authorised overdrafts oi 5 days or more per month and correct at 11 March 1997. .ikmtvr HSBC CD Cr.mr 
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■ Intel 233MHz Pentium® II Processor 

■ 32MB EDO RAM, 512K Ultra Fast L2 Cache 

■ 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12-16X (min-max) CD-ROM 

■ Quantum™ 3.2GB Ultra ATA Hard Drive 

■Ultra ATA Controller 

■ Ensoniq® 32-Bit PCI Wavetable Soundcard 

■ Altec® T anting ACS410 Speakers with ACS251 Subwoofer 

■ STB® ViROE GX jD Graphics Accelerator, 4MB EDO RAM 
■EuroViva 33. 6K Data/Fax/ Voice Modem 

1 17" CrysudScan® Colour Monitor" 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■Microsoft® Windows® 95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS® Windows 95, MS IntelliMouse 
■MS Office 97 Small Business Edition Plus 
1 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£1629 (£1948.15 inc. VAT & Delivery) 

. . .is believing ! 
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Free from charges 


Banking with First Direct is free because we da not 
charge Cheque Account customers tor everyday banking 
transactions, even If you’re overdrawn. And aH our 
customers automaticafy receive an overdraft up to £250 
-also free of any fees. So compered to other high street 
bank accounts you’re better off with First Direct from day 
one. Vtfo’re a member of Ihe HSBC Group which Is one of the 
largest banking and financial services organisations in the 
world, and in the course of a year youH find we offer more 
cost effective current account ban long. And ihe service we 
provide means you benefit In meny other ways too. 


By telephone, 24 hours a day 


We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank 
with us at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year, 
from wherever there's a telephone, in your home, office 
or car. And all UK calls are charged at local rates. 


Personal and professional service 


Every can is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have aD 
they need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking 
needs. And when you require more sp eci a lis ed assistance, such as 
a loan, they can Instantly refer you to someone who can help- 


Getting cash is easy 


Every Cheque Account customer receives the 
__ First Direct Card. This allows you 
— — ~ _ ... to withdraw up to £500 a day 

--- from over 12,500 cash machines 
■ around the UK. including those 

of Midland. It also guarantees 

fjflPSBP cheques tor £100 and includes the 
Switch payment facility. 


So is paying bills 


Our service Includes a free bill payment service, Simply call, tell us 
who to pay, how much and when, and we do it This means you can 
arrange to pay yow bills at the most convenient time without the 
need to keep having to remember to organs® it 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 
is free? 
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Annual current account charges 


| A fulUjankingsemcewithmoreheneflts^^^l If you’re paying more are you with the right hank? 

2 0800 24 24 24 


As weS as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and 
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates 
are always compet i tive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque 
Account So your money is always working hard without the 
need for you to do the same. 


We work hard to maintain the service 


The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service 
are its customers - 87%’ of ours have recommended us to their 
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months. 


Opening an account is easy too 


WO also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be. 
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy 
to arrange for your satay to be paid In and easy lor afl you 1 standing 

orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it’s 
easy (and free} to find out more right now. Call us on Q800 24 24 24 
or complete the coupon. 


-Cali free or complete the coupon and post to: 

J First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds LS98 2RF 

" MtfMre/Mfcs/Ms or Title 


Surname 


I forHTajnefsL 

I UK Address 

I 


| Postcode mnmmiT , 

| Tsephons no [XX1DD1I XI1DDD D I ! 
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news 


Travel rules ease 


animal suffering 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


New rules aimed at curbing the 
suffering of farm anim als ex- 
ported alive for slaughter were 
introduced by the Government 
yesterday. 

But Jack Cunningham, the 
Agriculture Minister, said 
Britain would be seeking a spe- 
cial opt-out for pedigree pigs, 
which already travel in relatively 
luxurious conditions. 

The new rules, which come 
into force on 1 July, implement 
a 1995 European Union' direc- 
tive on the transport of live an- 
imals six months late. Half of the 
union's member states failed to 
meet the legal deadline for im- 


S ting the directive 
their own laws. 

But the European Commis- 
sion has also broken a deadline 
for implementing the law, which 


animal welfare groups had long 
campaigned for. It is more than 
a year late in producing detailed 
specifications for lorries which 
carry farm animals for more 
than eight hours. In the absence 
of these specifications, Britain 
will continue with its own 22- 
year-old vehicle standards for 
live animal transport. 

The UK’s new regulations lay 
down maximum journey and 
rest times for animals and give 
minis ters new powers to dis- 
qualify carriers who seriously or 
persistently break welfare 
regulations. 

Young farm animals can trav- 
el for nine hours before a min- 
imum rest period off the vehicle 
of one hour, followed by a fur- 
ther nin e boms' travel. Adult 
cattle and sheep can travel for 
14 hours before a minimum rest 
of one hour, followed by a fur- 
ther 14 hours' travel. 


All staff involved in journeys 
longer than eight hours will have 
to have training in looking af- 
ter farm animals and under- 
standing their condition. 

Carriers wanting to take cat- 
tle, sheep, goats, pigs and horses 
for journeys over eight hours and 
for all journeys overseas win need 
a government authorisation. 

Live cattle exports from 
Britain have ceased following 
the BSE ban on UK beef ex- 
ports. The trade in live sheep 
and lam bs has also declined 
sharply. Last year some 760,000 
were carried, only about half the 
number for 1995. 

Britain also exports valuable 
pedigree pigs to the continent 
in a trade worth nearly £100m 
a year. The maximum journey 
time for pigs under the new reg- 
ulations is 24 hours, but Mr 
Cunningham wants an excep- 
tion made for these animals. 


They travel with plenty of space, 
ventilation, food, and water, and 

because they are certified as dis- 
ease-free the exporters want 
them to stay confined until they 
reach their final destination. 

Dr Qrnmngham added that 
the Government strongly pre- 
ferred export of meat rather 
than live animals, for the sake 
.tf animal welfare and because 
it provided more work for 
British abattoirs and meat 
processors. 

J ulia Wiaihafl, a farm animal 
welfare expert with the Royal So- 
ciety for the Prevention of Cru- 
elty to Animals, said the EU 
directive failed to give farm an- 
imals sufficient protection from 
suffering in long journeys in 
crowded lorries. She had doubts 
about enforcement, but wel- 
comed the Government's inten- 
tion of reviewing how the rales 
were working after one year. 


Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


"West Lothian has a new question. Is the 
heart- tugging story of Mary Queen of 
Scots the best draw for the district’s most 
significant historical pQe, Linlithgow Palace, 
or should the emphasis be on its fine Re- 
naissance architecture? 

Mary Stuart’s birthplace in central Scot- 
land has stood a roofless, romantic rain for 
250 years. But a proposal to repair part of 
the building and create a “Mary Queen of 
Scots Experience" has got a rather sniffy 
response from council planners. 

Mary's tragic story is "old hat, over-ro- 
mantic, negative and too concerned with 
royal rather than social history", accord- 
ing to a report submitted to West Lothian 
councillors yesterday. 

David Jarman, head of strategic planning 
and transportation, admitted the Mary saga 
was “undoubtedly popular in appeal" but 
pressed an alternative approach mat could 
“build on the palace's cultural links with 
Europe". Modern architectural scholarship 
had recognised its outstanding status as an 
early and significant expression of the Re- 
naissance in Scotland, he explained. 

But while the palace may have influenced 
the design of other great houses m north- 
ern Europe, few outside the council think 
thaL is its most important claim to fame - 
or the one most likely to increase visitor 
numbers above the current 50,000 a year. 

Mary was born at Linlithgow in Decem- 
ber 1542, six days before the death of her 
father, James V. Brought up in the French 
court, she married the Dauphin and was 
briefly Queen of France. Two husbands lat- 
er, her turbulent life was brought to an end 
on the scaffold - executed on the orders of 
Elizabeth I whose throne she coveted. 

Historic Scotland, custodians of the 
palace, Lothian and Edinburgh Enter- 


Queen of hearts: West Lothian council says Unithgow Palace's architecture 
will attract more visitors than a 'Mary Queen of Soots Experience' 


prise, and the council arc at the consulta- 
tion stage of the £10m to £J2m restoration 
plan. The Mary theme was put forward by 
a firm of consultants as a way of drawing 
more visitors once the roof and some of the 
interior of the North Range of the palace 
were restored. 

Historic Scotland, a government quan- 
go, regards the palace as "under-perform- 
ing" but yesterday to emphasised that no 
decisions have been taken on any theme. 
No work will begin this side of the millen- 
nium and even then it will depend on the 
Heritage Lottery Fund footing half the bill. 


Tam Dalyell. the town's Labour MP finds 
the future of Linlithgow Palace easier to 
tackle than his own West Lothian Question 
dogging devolution. 

“I believe in noble rains," Mr Dalyell 
said. “There are many more things de- 
serving of spending public money on. But 
it is Maty Queen of Scots, and the' romance 
around her, that would draw the visitors." 

Linlithgow Academy history teacher 
Gordon Currie was in no doubt that Mary 
was the lure. “You say to the average punter 
‘Renaissance and Europe’ and you will get 
queues going in the opposite direction.'’ 


Baby had no chance, says doctor 


Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


The doctor accused of letting a 
premature baby die in her moth- 
er's arms said ft would have been 
“futile, heroic and foolish" to try 
to keep the child alive. 


Dr Faisal al-Zidgali a paedi- 
rician at Avreshire Central 


atrician at Avreshire Central 
Hospital said Rebecca Cassidy 
had been “extremely prema- 
ture" and stood no chance of 
surviving. 

Rebecca was bom at the 
hospital in September last year 
following a pregnancy 1 of up to 
25 weeks, but Dr Zidgali 
deemed her to be “non-viable" 
with no prospect of survival. 

Her mother, Kirsty, told the 
court yesterday that she plead- 
ed in vain for him to do some- 


thing to save the baby because 
she thought she looked healthy 
and normal. In her evidence she 
said the decision whether a 
prematurely bom baby had a 
right to life should be made by 
the parents, not doctors. 

But Dr Zidgali told the fatal 
accident inquiry at Kilmarnock 
Sheriff Court that Rebecca had 
been an extremely premature 
baby - 32 inches long, with a 
head smaller than a tennis ball, 
bruiting across her head and ab- 
domen and fused eyes. 

Her heart rate wax between 
10 and 12 - compared with a 
normal rate for newborn babies 
of 120-160 and she felt cold be- 
cause of poor circulation. She 
was gasping rather than breath- 
ing and the movement she 
was matting were down to in- 


voluntary muscle and nerve 
spasms, ihe doctor added. 

“Rebecca did not have any 
chance of surviving because of 
her condition and 1 did not have 
any doubt m my mind." he told 
the inquiiy. "We are not just 
dealing with a premature baby. 
We are dealing with a very ex- 
tremely premature baby. 

“I think it is futile, heroic and 
foolish to try to do something 
for a baby that in my clinical 
judgement is not viable. You 
should not do anything to harm 
the baby." 

Dr Zidgali said he had resus- 
citated premature babies before, 
even those born in the 23-25 
week period (the legal limit for 
abortion is 24 weeks), but they 
had all had high heart rates and 
looked pink and relatively 


healthy. The longest any sur- 
vived was for two or three days. 
In his most recent case, the baby 
had died after just 10 hours. 


Dr Zidgali also denied a 
number of times that there had 
been a complete communica- 
tions breakdown between him- 
self and ihe parents. After 
Rebecca’s birth he had said to 
Mrs Cassidy: “I’m very sorry, 
she's in a very poor condition 
and there’s nothing I can do." 

“There was no criticism of my 
management. She thanked me 
and wished me the best of luck, 
and it’s not common for us as 
juniors to be wished the best of 
luck. I felt really that I did some- 
thing. That a mum who had 
been through all this appreci- 
ated me and wished me the bek 
of luck." 
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MONEY 


WITH 


MERCURY 


5MARTCALL 


If you'd like to save money on international 
calls, it’s worth chatting to Mercury. For the same, 
price; you get at least 20% more time to chat 
than you do with BX You don’t need to change- 
your phone, your number or your BT line. You 
simply pay a quarterly fee of £ 5.75 (inc. VAlf, 
then choose which calls to make over Mercury 
SmartCall, and which to make over BT 

For example, use SmartCall for a five minute 
international call between 6pm and Sam weekdays, 



or any time at weekends, and you’ll save between, 

- 

20% and 36% against Bis basic rate. Arid 


make calls to mobile phones, you can also ma&r T 
savings. In addition, you will automatically recenrl; $ 
another 5% off the five international nuriibere* 
you have spent most on that quarter. ' - ./ 

To get the figures for your home phon? 
bill FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting reference 
RSI NDSJ and we'll chat it over. 

Mercury SmartCall 

You don't have to be a genius to see how much you’ll save 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quote ref RSINOSJ 


“Prkes and sittings correct as at 1st May 1997, rumpmed against : f' 
BT* ,vw mtejpr international rails of 5 minutes or more, 6pm- Sam weekdays 
and any time at tetekends. All prices irw, VAT. 
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500 litres 01 free fuel? Jeepers! It s a UFO. 


500 litres of free fuel with any Citroen ordered during UFO fortnight. 

Other UFOs include: Xantia Limited Editions from £12,295: 

ZX Limited Editions from £11,395 with £1,000 cashback! 
c n Limited Editions from £7,785 with 2 years free insurance. 

Call 0800 262 262 for more details. 

The Citroen Summer Phenomenon 

NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE A CITROEN 
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news 


Tory leadership: Howard and Lilley trail in last as first ballot of 164 MPs puts Hague in pole position to^beatClarke 



regroups 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

It was a surreal scene on the 
green outside the Palace of 
Westminster yesterday as the 
Redwood camp danced with de- 
light at beating Michael How- 
ard and Peter Lilley for third 
place, while their hero did his 
fourth television interview. 

Julian Brazier kissed Angela 
Browning. “I cannot stop smil- 
ing in a rather inane way," said 
another member of the camp. 

”[l suits you," said another 
Redwood supporter. 

David Wushire, the acting 
chief whip of the Redwood 
party, said their leader had 
been in touch with Mr Howard 
and Mr Lilley to offer them 
places in his campaign te am 


Adding to the air of unreal- 
ity, Michael Portillo's fan club 
yas strolling around the green 
m sombreros. A four-piece gui- 
tar group str umm ed Mexican 
love songs to the man who 
hissed out on the leadership 
contest because he lost his seat 
at the election. 

John Redwood appeared to 
be the only man at Westminster 
who was not surprised by the re- 
sult. “Why did nobody believe 
me?” he said, his arms wide 
open. 

- In the background, Michael 
Heseltine looked thunderstruck 
as he prepared for another in- 
terview. Lord Archer, a Lilley 
supporter, said: “All I said was 
there would be one big surprise. 
I wasn't expecting that one ” 
The Howard and Lilley sup- 


porters, confused and downcast 
by the results, scattered to the 
comers of the Commons to dis- 
cuss what they could do to res- 
cue something from the wreck- 
age of their campaigns. 

One former minister said: 
“They can't assume our votes 
are going to transfer to Red- 
wood. I voted with my head for 
Howard. I’m going to vote with 
my heart in foe second ballot, 
and vote for Garke.” 

The result was announced by 
Archie Hamilton, chairman of 
foe 1922 Committee, to Con- 
servative backbench MPs in foe 
committee room at 5.19 pm. 
“Kenneth Clarke 49; William 
Hague 41; Michael Howard 23; 
Peter Lilley 24; John Redwood 
27. As no candidate has received 
foe required number of votes. 


there will be a second ballot on 

17 June" 

The counting had been quick- 
er than the last time, when 
John Major won, because there 
were only 164 ballot papers to 
be counted. Mr Majorvoted by 
proxy after the death of his 
mother-in-law. 

His audience was. stunned. 
They raced out bemused by 
what they had just heard ...*T 
suppose it means more parties," 
said one former senior whip. 

One senior Tory MP said that 
be bad been persuading all bis 
friends to vote Redwood 
in order to “screw" foe Eu- 
rophiles in foe belief that the 
Left would win. 

“We wiD take to the hills and 
fight a guerrilla war," he said. 
“It’s a council of despair.” 
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Inspired by our F2 World Rally 
Championship winning car, we 
bring you the Ibiza range from 
just £7,995 to £179,950 

We’ve got more to show for our 1996 F2 World Hally Championship success than just a 
trophy. In the Ibiza, we’ve designed a range of cars that deliver as much enjoyment as their 
rallying cousin, at a winning price - from the pure exhilaration of the 2.0 litre 16V 150bhp 
Cupra Sport to the perfect mix of fue! economy and sheer fun of the 1.9 TDi diesel. 
All models come with a range of standard features - including power steering and stereo 
radio/cassette - along with a spacious luggage area To complement its sporty image, the 
Ibiza also has safety features such as a 6-ring safety cage, front and rear crumple zones 
and seat belt pre-tensioners. Don’t expect too many creature comforts though if you fancy 
the £179,950 rally car - you don't even get a rear wash/wipe! Ail SEATs come with a 
3-year unlimited mileage warranty and three years 
AA membership. Just visit your local showroom to find 
out about the great offers available on the SEAT range - 
call free on 0500 22 22 22 for your nearest dealer. 
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Continuing 
bitterness 
that bodes ill 
for future 


Anthony Bevms 

Political Editor 


The continuing bitterness of the 
Tory right does not bode well for 
the” future of foe Conservative 
Party. It suggests that W illiam 
Hague will pull through to win 
the Conservative leadership, 
as the man who can offer some 
kind of spatchcock unity. 

But foe right-wing will not be 
happy, and will continue their 
sniping - at friend and foe 
alike. Some MPs even fear that 
a few right-wingers might yet 
back Mr Clarke in order to keep 
foe feuding alive. 

To foe bitter end, even as 
polling was about foe begin in 
Commons Committee Room 14 
yesterday, John Redwood went 
on BBC Radio 4’s Today pro- 
gramme to expose fellow right- 
winger Michael Howard for 
exaggerating his support 

By lunchtime, Peter Lilley, 
the other right-winger in the 
race, was appearing on The 
World at One to take a further 
kick at Mr Howard. 

Pointing out that the former 
home secretary had only gar" 
nered 10 constituency votes, of 
foe 653 available, Mr Lilley 
said he had himself made a 
much bigger impact than the 
“self-proclaimed big hitter." 

In feet of the 567 British con- 
stituency parties that did cast an 
advisory vote, a clear majority 
went for Garke, while a third 
backed Hague, and a measly 
tenth went for foe three right- 
wingers combined. 

It was left to Sir Michael 
Spicer, Mr Howard's Thatch- 
erite campaign manager, to put 
those results in context “The last 
leadership contest that I took 
part in," he said, “was one in 
which the overwhelming support 
of the party in the country was 
quite clearly for Willie Whilelaw 
and had that gone through and 
had its effect we never would 
have heard of Margaret Thatch- 
er, we never would have had the 
Thatcher years." 


If Sir Michael intends to re- 
sist demands for a significant 
constituency voice in future 
leadership elections, he is rid- 
ing for a fall. The outstanding 
question that comes from foe 
current MPs-only franchise is: 
what proportion of votes will go 
to the party members in a fu- 
ture electoral college? 

Mr Hague himself said: 
“There are only two coherent 
systems of election. One is for 
MPS to decide, the other is for 
every member of foe party to 
have a vote, although MPs 
could retain a larger share of the 
electoral college." ' 

The more immediate issue 
for the Conservative 164 MPs 
is how they now switch their 
votes for next Tuesday’s contest 
Unless Mr Garke withdraws 
in favour of Mr Hague, it would 
appear that there are just two 
choices ahead. 

Redwood versus Hague 
would ensure a win for Mr 
Hague because of foe threat of 
further strife, and possible de- 
fections, that Mr Redwood 
might provoke. 

Garke versus Hague would 
ensure a win for Mr Hague be- 
cause too many MPs would 
fear the fall-out of splits and rifts 
that might follow a Garke vic- 
tory. 

The alternative, whidi cannot 
be ruled out is that Hague man- 
ages to secure foe necessary 83 
votes needed for a dear-cut sec- 
ond-round win next Tuesday. 

Yesterday, he had '41 hard- 
core votes of his own. The 
Redwood votes will remain se- 
cure for foe right, but foe Lil- 
ley-Howard combined total of 
47 could be more volatile. That 
would be enough to give Hague 
88 if they switched en bloc, 
which they will noL 

But in foe privacy of a secret 
ballot, no one can be quite 
sure that some of Mr Clarke's 
first-round votes will not now 
begin to slip away - and over to 
foe man now perceived as the 
ultimate victor. 


Bottomley set to 
leave front bench 


Colin Brown 


Love her or loathe her, foe cut- 
glass voice of Virginia Bottom- 
ley is likely to be missed Cram 
foe BBC Radio Four’s Today 
programme. 

“Ginny ". as she is known at 
Westminster has told friends foe 
is standing down from foe Tory 
front bench, whoever is elected 
as the new leader of the party. 

She told friends on the par- 
ty circuit on foe eve of foe lead- 
ership poll that she was plan- 
ning to spend more time with 
her family. 

Mrs Bottomley, the pin-up 
for many Tory MPs in the 
Thatcher era, has been a regu- 
lar voice on the BBC flagship 
show since John Major's 1992 
general election victory, when 
he promoted her to the Cabi- 
net with Gillian Shephard 

As Secretary of State for 
Health, foe earned a reputation 
for ringing up officials at foe 
crack of dawn to demand a right 
of reply on the Today pro- 





Bottomley: Plans to spend 
more time with her family 

gramme. Me Bottomley, 49, was 
responsible for bard decisions, 
including the proposed closure 
Of London hospitals, now halt- 
ed pending a review by Labour. 

Althe Department of Nation- 
al Heritage, she defended the 
National Lottery, helped protect 
foe BBC from changes which 
could have opened it to more 
commercialism, and pre-sided 
over the Millenium Exhibition. 
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Blair factor 
gets Islington 
house prices 
on the move 


JojoIVtoyes 


Tl»e people of Islington, long the butt 
or nght-wing humour, were laughing 
into the polenta ycsterdav with the 
news that the “Blair factor" had in- 
creased property prices hv as much 
as 25 per cent. 

Estate agents in north London 
were congratulating themselves that 
having a premier in their midst - 
albeit one who had decided to sell his 
house — had helped boost property 
prices in ihc Islington neighbourhood 
to prices reminiscent of its exclusive 
neighbour Hampstead. 

Mr Blair, now installed in Down- 
ing Street with wife Cherie and their 
three children, has decided to sell his 
fjve-bedroomed home in a quiet 
crescent because of the huge securi- 
ty problem and its effect on their 
neighbours. 

His spokesman said: “I can confirm 
that they are planning to sell the 
house. The family had hoped to stay 
in the house, but il became clear that 
this was an unrealistic proposition 
because of the cost to the taxpayer of 
securing it against terrorist attack, 
allied to the inconvenience caused to 
people living in the area. Therefore 


this was the only sensible thing to do.” 

Local estate agents expect the 
Prime Minister to make an even big- 
ger profit than the reported £240,000 
experts say he can expect over the 
original purchase price. 

The Blairs bought their three- 
storey home five years ago for 
£375,000. but il is now thought to be 
worth at least £615.000. 

Local estate agent Daryl Lcnhan 
of Bairstnw Eves said the final figure 
may be much higher. “If k in a very 
popular location so it will fetch an in- 
flated price anyway." he said. Sur- 
rounding properties are abo expected 
to benefit from a higher valuation. 

But those fancying a peek around 
the Blairs' former home are likely to 
be disappointed. Mr Lento an said 
there were methods of deterring 
lime -wasters. 

" You act on the instructions of your 
vendor. They might ask you to vet 
people and get them to show proof 
of purchasing power." 

The Blairs’ house is near (he top 
end of the Islington range. A similar 
Georgian house in the area is on the 
market for £549,000. 

Paul Williams, managing director 
of Holden Matthews, the agents who 



Des res: Tony Blair relaxes In the garden (top right) and with Cherie (above) at their £615,000 home (left) 


Photographs: FWMSI 


sold the property to the Blairs, said 
they were still awaiting instructions 
on what to do with the house. 

Asked if he thought the property 
would fetch an inflated price because 
it belonged to the Prime Minister, Mr 
Williams said: “I don’t think so, but 
it certainty wouldn't be a disadvan- 


tage to the sale." 

However, William Fergusson. part- 
ner in Hugh Grover Estates, said that 
having Britain’s First Family in situ 
had helped fuel a dramatic rise in 
prices. “It was certainly good for the 
area. It was a talking point, but to be 
fair Islington has been increasing in 


popularity for 3-5 years. The rise in 
the value of his house is entirely 
reflective upon the market ana 
time that any individual sales go 
through." The Blairs, he said, were 
indicative of Lhe kind of profession- 
als and young families who were mov- 
ing into the once run-down borough 


in droves: media and advertising 
people, professional legal sector, and 
those from lhe City. 

A neighbour, who did not wish to be 
identified, said: “I am not sorry to see 
the Bans go because I think h win make 
life for the rest of us a little easier." 

Leading article, page 19 


Price is 
right for 
the PM 


Me CSoutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

Hundreds of thousands 
of homcowpcrswill be asking 
two key questions over the sale 
of the Blair family home: “What 
do they know that we don’t? 
And what will they be doing 
with the money?" 

The couple’s move, earning 
them at least £200,000 free of 
tax. follows a price surge which 
has seen the value of properties 
in some ports of London and 
the south-east of England ris- 
ing by more than 50 per cent in 
the past 15 months. 

Jeremy Leaf, a housing 
market spokesman for the Roy- 
al Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors. which represent!? 
estate agents, wants against 
applying' the Islington experi- 
ence ux> closely to other pans 
of the country.’ Prices, he says, 
may not rise so swiftly in future 
- but there is no immediate risk 
of an «S0s-siyle collapse either. 

"A lot depends on any Gov- 
ernment measures taken to 
curb gazumping or to increase 
stamp duty. Issues like this, in- 
cluding interest rale rises or the 
abolition of mortgage interest 
relief, can affeef confidence. 
One docs wonder why Mr Blair 
is selling before the Budget." 

Amanda Davidson, a partner 
in London financial advice firm 
Holden Meehan, says: "My ad- 
vice would be to put the maxi- 
mum into Premium Bonds. If 
they use their children's enti- 
tlements, they can invest up to 
£100,000. There is always the 
chance to strike it luck}’ and, as 
we know, Mr Blair is luefy." 


Housing policy: Places the politicians call home 


Baroness Thatcher made a profit of 
£200.000 on her Banatt’s home in Dulwich in 
1 992. She and Denis had bought it seven 
years earlier lor £400,000, and' they had 
hoped to move into it when she retired. But 
they decided they needed something classier 
and bought a five-bedroom house in Chester 
Square. Belgravia for nearly £750,000. 

The imposing symbol of Michael 
Hesettine’s success is the historic mansion 
Thetord House in Northamptonshire. With 
BOO acres of land, the estate may be worth 
over eight figures. Mr Heseitine also owns a 
house in Belgravia worth around £1.5m, and 


a thatched cottage on Exmoor which he 
bought for £250.000. 

Jeffrey Archer’s top-floor penthouse on 
the south bank of the Thames at Vauxhail 
has been valued at £4m. 

New-Labourites Barbara and Ken FoHett 
have several homes. Rumour has suggested 
their house in Cheyne walk, Chelsea is worth 
a couple of million, but Mrs Foilett claims It 
was recently valued at £750.000. As well as 
“a small flat in the south of France", they own 
a cottage in Stevenage, where Mrs Foilett 
was recently elected MR 



delays sleaze report 


Christian WWmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Sir Gordon Downey, the Par- 
liamentary Commissioner for 
Standards, has become frus- 
trated that the chaos within the 
Tory party is preventing the pub- 
lication of his report on the 
casb-for-questions scandal. 

Sir Gordon is anxious to 
draw the final tine under the af- 
fair bv publishing the report in 
order that it can be considered 
by MPS but the standards and 
privileges! committee, to which 
it must be presented, cannot be 
recreated until the Tbry lead- 
ership issue is resolved. 

The report has been ready to 

be published since before the 
election, but its publication was 
delayed by John Major’s deci- 
sion to “prorogue" Parliament 
a couple of weeks before he 

needed to do so and this became 
an important election issue. 

The Government had hopea 
to create the standard and priv- 
ileges committee and the select 
committees which have an im- 
portant role in serutuusmg de- 
partmental decisions and legis- 
lation, but until the leadership 
of th e Tory party is mohwdj™ 
the appointment of a shadow 
ministerial team, the committees 
cannot be recommitted. 

Sir Gordon also faces another 
area of controversy following his 


remarks in a legal magazine that 
he favoured full-time MPS with 
no outside interests, an idea 
which contradicts the recom- 
mendations of the Nolan Com- 
mittee on Standards in Public 
Life. Sir Gordon said that he 
thought that the idea of having 



Sir Gordon: Frustrated by 
chaos within Tory party 

professional full-time politi- 
cians should be considered. 

However, the Nolan Com- 
mittee report in 1995 said that 
parliament benefits from hav- 
ing “members with continuing 
outside interests" and this view 
was reiterated Radio 4’s Today 
programme yesterday by Pro- 
fessor Anthony King, a member 
of the Nolan committee. 

■ Labour is considering giving 
die Conservatives chairman- 


ship of the Commons select 
committee on defence in order 
to defuse internal opposition 
over possible defence cuts. 

A furious behind-the-scenes 
row is taking place over the sug- 
gestion. Much would mean that 
Bruce George, the long-stand- 
ing member of the committee 
and Labour MP for Walsall 
South, would not, as expected, 
assume the chairmanship. 

One Tbiy source said that as 
pan of the deal over the chair- 
manship, Michael Mates, a for- 
mer chairman of the commit- 
tee, would return to the jab. 

A Labour MP suggested that 
Labour party chiefs may be 
willing to give the chairmanship 
to the Tbnes because “the plan- 
ned defence review is going to 
result in big cuts and it would 
pul a Labour chairman in a dif- 
ficult position". Most former 
members of the defence com- 
mittee who would be candidates 
for the chairmanship are pro- 
defence spending and therefore 
giving the chairmanship to the 
Ibries would avoid giving a se- 
nior Labour figure a platform 
to criticise cuts. 

The review, to be completed 
by the end of the year, is likely 
to result in a fierce controver- 
sy over cuts. One MP said: 
“They would not be bolding the 
review if they were not con- 
templating big cuts “ 
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Chirac stands 


against Jospin 


over 



John Lichfield 

Paris 


The battle of wills over the Eu- 
ropean single currency plunged 
the divided French government 
into its first full-blown crisis yes- 
terday. 

President Chirac broke with 
political and constitutional pre- 
cedent and publicly opposed the 
Jospin administration's deci- 
sion to block the signing of a 
pact imposing budgetary disci- 
pline within the European sin- 
gle currency. 

In the two previous co-habi- 
tations in the last 11 years be- 
tween French presidents and 
prime ministers of different 
parlies, such public spaLs were 
avoided. The President's com- 


ments wall be all the more con- 
tfpversial for interve ning in a 
dispute between France and its 
EU partners. 

Mr Chirac’s intervention, 
made after an attempt at me- 
diation by the Dutch Prime 
Minister, Wim Kok, seems un- 
hkely to cool the atmosphere. 
It may make it even more dif- 
ficult for die Prime Minister, Li- 
onel Jospin, to back down when 
both he and Mr Chirac meet the 
German Chancellor, Helmut 
Kohl on Friday. 

On Monday, the new left- 
wing French government, star- 
tled its EU partners— and deep- 
ly angered the Germans - by 
asking for a postponement of 
the signing, due next week, of a 
so-called stability pact imposing 


tight fiscal discipline on coun- 
tries joining the single curren- 
cy. The Finance Minister, Dom- 
inique Strauss-Kahn, said he W3S 
not rejecting the pact. But be 
could not sign it without further 
discussion on ways of giving a 
bigger role to governments in 
the wider political and econom- 
ic management of Economic 
and Monetary Union (Emu). 

Diplomatic efforts were un- 
der way yesterday to find a com- 
promise. The EU Commission 
President, Jacques San ter. will 
visit ftuis tomorrow to offer Mr 
Jospin a stop-gap resolution, or 
statement at the Amsterdam 
summit next week. This would 
promise future negotiations on 
the broader, political manage- 
ment of Emu in return for an 



UndStiSt" r-wortersat Renault Vilvoorde plant in Betgiuni demonstrating against Its threatened closure yesterday Photograph: Reuters, 


immediate signing of the Sta- 
bility Pact. 

First signs were not good. 
The Minister for European af- 
fairs, Pierre Moscovici, said 
yesterday that Paris wanted a 
“real delay", and a proper ne- 


gotiation before it signed the 
pact. “Two paragraphs in a res- 
olution will not do," be said. 

It is evident that the new gov- 
ernment in Paris is desperate to 
avoid allowing the dispute to 
damage or destroy plans to 


launch Emu by 1999. Bonn also 
seems anxious to avoid a con- 
frontation. But domestic polit- 
ical pressures are threatening to 
cause the most serious public 
row for 15 years between the two 
nations at the core of the EU. 
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THE VOUTO S40 1-8 FROM ONLY £175 A MONTH. 


The stunning S40 is a car for people with more sense 
than money. 

Thanks to Volvo's Advantage scheme and the S40’s 
ability to hold its value, yon can now drive the 1-8 litre 
for only £175 per month. 

And, at the end of a 2 or 3 year period, you can opt 
to bay the car with a final payment, choose another Volvo, 
or simply return it without incurring any further cost 

You also get more torque for your money with the 
choice of smoothly refined 16 valve aluminium petrol 
engines or an economic turbo-diesel engine. 

And of course, it comes with all the classic standard 
safety features you’d expect of a Volvo - Side Impact 
Protection System (SIPS), driver's airbag, SIPS airbags 
and ABS. (So your senses won’t be numbed, either.) 


VOLVO ADVANTAGE 

ON THE ROAD PRICE 

....£15,375.00 

540 1 - 8 -£ 15,375 

ON THE ROAD 

DEPOSIT (37%) 

BALANCE 

.... £5,700.00 

.... £9,675.00 
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OPTIONAL FINAL PURCHASE 
PAYMENT/GMEV*** 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT 
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. . . £17,613.84 

. ° mT vmui Bimr b for * S 40 «r ordered ud ^nml between 

1/8/- 7 and 31/8/97. Sued on 12JJOO nil re pa. ferns mil wiD be cfauipd unborn on (be agreement. 

An arerpi&nee Tee ivf 561 is added to ibe firs, pa yarn. 

*” T " f °P |,ol,Br FlnaI t* Brc ti aae Paament is a mua eqnaJ Co the GMEV (Gaaruteed Mi.lm.rn End Value). 


On top of this, there’s a free £700 styling pack* consisting 
of alloy wheels, front fog lights* and a leather steering 
wheel. 

With the 1-6 litre model starting from only £14,925 on 
the road, it now makes perfect sense to choose a Volvo S40 

VOLVO. A CAR YOU CAN BELIEVE IN. 
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The long-scheduled Franco- 
German summit in Poitiers on 
Friday may now turn into a sig- 
nificant battle of wills on the fu- 
ture direction of Emu - and the 
EU. Such Franco-German gath- 
erings have a habit of produc- 
ing "unexpected agreements 
from rhin air. But with President 
Chirac now align ed on the Ger- 
man side, the meeting could be 
unpredictable and explosive. 

The present dispute seems to 
be partly an accident, caused by 
the naivety of the new French 
administration and the extreme 
sensitivities in Bonn following 
the KohJ government’s humil- 
iating defeat by the Bundesbank 
last week in its attempt to reval- 
ue German gold reserves. 

Mr Jospin has apparently 
been taken aback by the sever- 
ity of the German response to 


what he regarded as a simple - 
cosmetic and administrative: 1 
delay. French socialists see their 
request for “an economic and 
political pole" in Emu policy- 
making as the minimum they 
need to fulfil their vague cam- 
paign promises to steer Emu to- 
wards growth and job-creation. 
Mr Strauss-Kahn, the finance 
minister, stressed he was not 
seeking to abandon, or even re- 
negotiate, the stability pact, 
even though it was once de- 
scribed by Mr . Jospin as an 
“absurd" concession to Bonn. 

The German government 
suspects the French may take the 
pact hostage. They fear Paris will 
refuse to sign it until it wins con- 
cessions on EU job-creation 
programmes, such as the large 
transport schemes twice blocked 
by Bonn and London. 
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Santer tries to 


whip French 
into line 


Hopes look slim for a deal on stability 
pact, writes Sarah Helm in Brussels 


In a hurried attempt to secure 
French acceptance of the cot*- 
troveraal “stability pact" for the 
the single currency, Jacques 
Santer, the European Com- 
mission President, wOi hold 
emergency talks with French 
leaders tomorrow in Paris. 

However, there appears to be 
only slim hope that a deal can 
be brokered in lime for the Am- 
sterdam summit next week, 
when the pact was to have been 
signed. 

The current terms of the sta- 
bility pact have taken nearly two 
years to formulate and are un- 
likely to be rewritten in a few 
days. The pact was finalised in 
outline during tough bargaining 
between Germany and the pre- 
vious French government at the 
Dublin summit in December. 

The driving force of the pact, 
terms for which were original- 
ly tabled by Germany, is to 
ensure strict fiscal discipline 
between member states who 
join the euro zone. 

The German intention has 
always been to ensure the per- 
manent elimination of structural 
budget deficits. The method 
Bonn chose to apply under the 
pact was a system of sanctions 
to be imposed against back- 
sliders. France has always 
baulked at the severity of the 
sanctions demanded by Ger- 
many and succeeded in diluting 
the terms in Dublin, when the 
deal was renamed a “stability 
and growth" pacL 
The present rules state that 
any country which allows its 
budget deficit to exceed 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) after joining the euro 
zone will be liable to a sliding 
scale of fines to be imposed by 
other member states, on advice 
from the Commission. The 
maximum fine which can be im- 
posed amounts to half a per cent 

of that country's GDP. IF the 
country does not correct its 
deficit, the money is distributed 
among the other euro members. 

Only in "exceptional cir- 
cumstances" can the sanctions 
be set aside. Such exceptional 
circumstances can be a natural 
disaster or a serious recession. 

Mr Jospin now appears to 
favour transforming the pact 
into a " — 


'* However, economists question- \ 
how roles and sanctions could i 
be so easily applied to countries 1 
which do not meet employ- 
ment targets. . ^ 

_ Underlying French com- , 
plaints about the pact is a deep- •, 
er concern about how policies 
for the euro zone should be for- ; 
raulated. Many observers be- \- 
lieve Mr Jospin is holding the • 
stability pact “hostage" to pur- !' 
sue his wider aim of securing a ; 
form of economic government, j 
run by politicians rather than 
central bankers, for the euro. - 
■ In a frantic effort to qualify 
for monetary union, the Ger- • 
man government was putting 
the final touches yesterday to a : 
severe austerity package, Imre 
Karacs writes 



Jospin: Wants politicians and 
not bankers to run the euro 


“pact for jobs", as well as 
a pact for si 


■ stability and growth. 


Resistance by Helmut Kohl’s 
junior coalition partners, the 
Free Democrats (FDP), ap- 
pears to have thwarted attempts 
to raise taxes. Instead, the gov- 
ernment is preparing to axe wel- 
fare projects and launch a hectic 
wave of privatisations. 

This year’s budget shortfall is 
to be made up in pan from pri- 
vatisation revenues and foam 
pruning state spending. Next 
year, when the deficit is set to 
be even higher, the govern- 
ment is considering the aboli- 
tion of a range of tax 
concessions to companies; 

The contours of the new 
programme emerged after 
weeks of h aggling between Mr 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
and the Free Democrats. “We 
are not at the end of the talks 
but we moving in the right di- . 
rection," said Guido Wester- 
welle, FDP general secretary. 
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Six new stars 
are born amid 
gas and dust 


ChaHes Arthur 

Science Editor 


A in the stars: Cone Nebida (left), 2,500 light years from Earth, and the main star NGC 2264 IRS made visible with infrared imaging Photographs: University of Arizon/Nasa 


The right-hand frame here- . 
contains not one star, bat seven - 
t hough the dimmer six are allthe 
offspring of the lar ger, c entral 
one. New pictures from the ■ 
Hubble space telescope, using its 
infrared camera, have provided 
scientists with direct evidence that ' 
huge stare can throw off enough 
dust and gas to create “baby” 
stars, visible here as the six fainter 
dots in the picture. 

The right-hand frame is an 
enlargement of a tiny area of the 
left, which lies in tire Cone 
Nebula, 2^00 light years away 
from Earth in the constellation 
Monoceros. 

The main star itself is called 
NGC 2264 IRS, though it cannot 
be seen in the left-hand picture 
because of obscuring dust in its 
path. But with infrared im ag ing . 


the central star is more apparent 
• 7 - Scientists call the staibuth 
visible here “t rigg ered 7 ’ star 
formation, and happens when a 
ga|e of high-speed particles from a 
'young, massive star compresses 
nearby dust and gas until it 
.becomes dense enough to trigger 
die formation of a star, or stars. 
Usually stars form by the gradual 
collection of dust and gas due to 
gravity, until the combined mass 
sparks fusion in its core. Normally, 
individual stars would be many 
light years away: the nearest to 
■ Eart h 'is almost five light years 
distant However, these 
“offspring’* stars are just 0.04 to 
0.08 light years from the central 
mother. The pictures were 
analysed by astronomers at the 
University of Arizona and Nasa. 

The rings around the star are 
not part of the image, but caused 
by diffraction effects from the 
point-like sources of light. 


Aaccines 
tested on 
Australian 
orphans 


(* 



Iibert MHBcen 

Sdney 


luinea pigs: Humfreds of orphans m the State of 
Victoria were used in medical trials Photograph: Reuters 


i i outcry erupted in Australia 
\ sterday over revelations that 
1 ndreds of orphan babies and 
stall children were used as 
} inea pigs in experiments on 
■ ceines for herpes, whooping 
i ugh, influenza and other dis- 
ses, for 25 years after the Sec- 
id World War. 

Former wands of state de- 
anded a judicial inquiry after 
was disclosed that some of the 

sts did not work, foiled to pass 
ifety tests in animals and 
auscd vomiting, abscesses and 
ther side-effects in babies. 
The revelations came in a re- 
ort in the ,4ge newspaper of 
Melbourne, which outlined sev- 
□ separate cases of such ex- 
jeriments taking place in 
rphanages in Victoria state be- 
tween 1945 and 1970. The ex- 
periments were conducted 
uder the auspices of the Wal- 
ir and Eliza Hall Institute of 
ledical Research, one of Aus- 
-aiia’s most prestigious re- 
sarch institutions, and the 
Commonwealth Serum Labo- 
atories, then a federal gov- 
rnment body. 

They took place without the 
onsenl of any of the children’s 
lareats at a time when orphan - 
oes were crowded with slate 
zards under an official policy 
oat children from poor families 
nd sin gl e parents should be 
laced under the care of the 
continued un- 


J the 15rfw» 

Michael Wooldridge, the feo- 
ral minister for health, said last 
ight that the experiments 
bould never have happened, 
fe said they were conducted ac- 
ording to the medical ethics of 
he day and should not be 
jdged by today’s standards. 
Wfe will do everything we can 
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to put people's minds at rest” 

According to the Age, re- 
searchers from the Walter and 
Eliza Hall institute began work 
to develop a vaccine against her- 
pes simplex by conducting ex- 
periments on babies in 1947 at 
Broadmeadows Babies Home, 
an institution run by the Roman 
Catholic Sisters of St Joseph. 
They chose the state wards be- 
cause the infectious virus thrived 
in cramped living conditions 
and was believed to be “pre- 
dominantly a disease of the 
poorer classes”. The experi- 
ments failed. Some of the vac- 
cinated babies caught herpes. 

In another experiment, re- 
searchers from the Common- 
wealth Serum Laboratory 
tested combined antigens for 
whooping cough, diphtheria 
and tetanus on wards aged be- 
tween three months and almost 
three years, from three Mel- 
bourne babies’ homes. 

A separate experiment by die 
same institution, involving 350 
babies, was conducted over three 
years up to 1970. In this trial, to 
reduce the side-effects of in- 
fluenza vaccines in infants, the 
babies were given full adult dos- 
es of the test vaccine. 

David Vaux, the Wilier and 
Elba Hafl institute's spokesman, 
said yesterday that medical 
ethics committees with strict 
rules for informed consent on 
such trials had not been “in- 
vented'’ at the time. 

“There were epidemics at the 
time of infections diseases 
killing large numbers of chil- 
dren. especially at these insti- 
tutions where conditions were 
very crowded. The sisters-in- 
eftarge were desperate to try to 
prevent their children from dy- 
ing." Why the experiments on 
a non-life threatening condition 
such as herpes? “The authori- 
ties were interested in pre- 
venting children from suffering 
from herpes,” Dr Vhux said 

FOrmer wards who believe 
they might have been used as 
guine a pigs are demanding ac- 
cess to their medical records. 
Heather Bell, a Melbourne 
woman used in one trial as a 
baby, and now a spokesperson 
fora group representing former 
wards of state, said yesterday: 
“W: want a government inquiry. 
The government were totally re- 
sponsible for these children 
and they used them as guinea 
pig^. Would you use your chil- 
dren for medical experiments?" 



Everyone can discover a new meaning to the term 'Freedom of speech* with Cellnet's new digital 
tariffs because they all come with free call time included within your monthly subscription. On top 
of this you get per second biUing ( more off peak hours than before and all the other benefits of 
digital. So, to find out how you can benefit, call Cellnet or visit our web site at www.cellnet.co.uk 
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Did you wonder 


why not on 



of the 



big banks or 


building societies 


took up our savings 


challenge? 


We didn’t. 


£ 1 - 

£4,999 


£5,000- 

£9,999 


£10,000- 

£24,999 


£25,000- 

£49,999 


£50,000- 

£99,999 


£ioo;ooo+ 


Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 


4.75% 


5.25% 


5.85% 


6 . 00 % 


6.25% 


6.35% 


3.25% 


4.00% 


4.50% 


4.60% 


4.60% 


N/A 


3.50% 


4.20% 


4.80% 


5.10% 


5.90%tt 


Halifax Solid Gold 

(30 Day Notice) 


Woolwich Premier 
(90 Day Notice) 


Nationwide 
Capitalbuilder 90 Day 


TSB 6° Day 300%t 3 25% 4.30% 4.75% 5.00% 5 00% . 

(60 Day Notice) | 

All rates are gross*, based on annual payment of interest and correct at 28th May 1997. Source: Moneyfacts. tRate effective from £500. 11 Rate effec tive from £200,000. 


4.00%t 


4.50% 


4.80% 


5.10% 


5.10% 


3.25% 


4.30% 


4.75% 


5.00% 


5.00% 


But then, there are few, if any, companies in the 




if we’re right. 


LONDON 

0181 667 1121 


MANCHESTER 
0161 833 1121 


GLASGOW 
0141 221 1121 


CALL ANYTIME tJam-Hpm Mondiy to Friday and 'Lun to 5pm Saturday, and our website www.di recdinc.co.uk/chaU 


uiJf depoww ^ (or EUJ ^ T** 17111 ^ Mc l " dw r -“f r d *■* ° r «*• AU * subject to variation. Fot vow added wamiy telephone cdh may be recorded and diHtwidWg kept sec 

■ • p nt t ilh with die aim n. mipraung our *iMcr m you I Hie. i L me and ihc red telephone on whirls .ire the Mdmurb of Direct Line Imunncc nlc and used with its permission ? *** 


[-'St 




if: | 




1R 


«»ew 


ing 


in 


Wa 


pcntiwion. 


fpp>its subject to a nuxnnum payment to atjv 

recording kcprsccure-Wemay also monitor ‘ 


' - > ' V ' 



^ , 


" J? ■ - ~ 

9 ^ 
































15 


handover 



US to boycott 
wearing-in of 

China’s chosen 


r, 




existing 


4$ 


Steen Vines 

Hor tang 

Ma me Albright, the United 

^ .Secret nf SU | t , win 

boy i the ceremonies for in- 

, 5 Hon & Kong's first pan- 
cok i! government in protest 
aga t China s decision to use 
the casion to install an un- 
cle* I legislature which will re- 
pla the lerrilorv's 
ele J body. 

Governor Chris Patten 
sai sterday that he guessed 
“sc oi her political leaders 
wh elieve in democracy and 
dc Tatic institutions will haw 
Lh« ime sort of concerns”. 
Hi »mmcnts strongly suggest 
th; ritain too will turn its hack 
on e swearing-in ceremonv 
wl will shortly follow the 30 
Ju handover ceremony to he 
at Jed hy world leaders and 
at ist -hi high-level gmem- 
m representatives. 

is decision adds to the 
S> ng feeling that the final day 
o itish rule and the first day 

0 hinesc rule will not he 
w lut considerable conlro- 
vt . Last week. The Indepcn- 
d reported that China was 
li y to boycott Britain's 
f; veil parade. 

ie Ltaited Stales has made 
c ' that it does not wish to he 
« endorsing or helping to 
n v legitimate the creation of 
a 'Visional legislature set up 
h vhina to replace Hong 

1 ri's first fully elected Leg- 
i ive Council. 

had been thought that the 
- 0 or so VIPs invited to ob- 
s vthe handover ceremonies 
v iid then attend the swearing- 



Albright: Democratic protest 


in ceremony for the new govern- 
ment's top officials. However, 
last month it became known 
that China also wanted to in- 
clude a ceremony far members 
of the Provisional Legislature. 

This provoked a flurry of 
diplomatic protests but China 
and the incoming Hong Kong 
government have made it clear 
that once a decision had been 
taken to include the legislature's 
members in the proceedings, it 
could not changed. This point 
was emphasised yesterday hy 
Henry Ttag. a member of the 
new government's cabinet. 

A spokesman for Rita Fan, 
the president of the Provision- 
al Legislature, said she was not 
concerned whether or not Mrs 
Albright would be present, as 
the body was set up to serve the 
people of Hong Kong and so it 
did not matter whether for- 
eigners approved of it or dol 

Unitea States China policy 
has become increasingly fo- 
cused on the Hong Kong tran- 
sition. A recent report by the 
Hong Kong-based Political and 
Economic Risk Consultancy 


notes (hat "Washington has ig- 
nored China’s dcscript it in of the 
transition as an internal affair 
and Ktuming China's treatment 
of Hong Kong into a litmus test 
Tor US-Cliina relations". 

■ Hong Kong's Democratic 
Party' filed a court injunction yes- 
terday to challenge the consti- 
tutional legality of Peking's 
hand-picked shadow legislature 
set to replace a democratically 
elected assembly upon the 30 
June handover of the British 
colony. Legal experts said the 
move had Tilde chance of suc- 
cess hut may temporarily block 
the Peking-selected chamber 
now forced to meet in China. 



New identity: A man reading a form for the new Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) passports yesterday, the first day that application 
papers were distributed m the colony. It is claimed the passports self-destruct if tampered with Photograph: Reuters 


Tie last emperor’s 
widow is dead 


Pelg — Li Shuxian, second 
wiftf China's last emperor bur 
ne* herself an empress, has 
die aged 73, writes Teresa 
Pw. The woman who shared 
thcnal years of the last im- 
pel ruler of the Middle King- 
dopassed away on Monday. 

Ot ihifficia] Xinhua news agency 
anunced yesterday. 

was a commoner, not de- 
seded from the “eight major 
suunes", the families who in 
burial China could many into 
tlwnperor’s family. 

did not meet Pu Yi until 
af he was finally released by 
thCommunists in 1959.. In 
19 he was assigned a job in a 
■Thine repair shop in a Peking 
b*nical garden. Li was work- 
iras a nurse in a hospital 


where he came for treatment 
and they married in 1962. when 
she was 38 and he was 55. Pu 
Yi died of cancer in 1967, aged 
60. The couple had no children. 

“On 1 May, I and my bride 
U Shuxian started our own lit- 
tle home, and this ordinary 
home was, to me, something ex- 
traordinary,” Pu Yi wrote in his 
autobiography from Emperor to 
Citizen. It is quite likely these fi- 
nal years were the happiest of 
his life. Pu Yi married his first 
wife. Empress Wan Rongwhen 
they were both 17 but Whn be- 
came an opium addict and died 
in 1946. Li's death breaks an- 
other link with the last members 
of the Manchu Qing dynasty, 
which was overthrown in 191 1. 

Obituary; page 22 


* 




You may compromise in a relationship. But not in a Fiat showroom. Here, you get 
what you want. Like the a word -winning Punto designed by the Italian master 

Giorgetto Giugiaro. With a choice of not just red 
or green, but 15 different colours. Eight of which are 
totally new to the range. And aerodynamics that arc. 
well, dynamic. But even your other half would agree, 
looks aren't everything. What’s inside is important 
too. Like the Pcnto's spacious interior, enough to 
accommodate 5 adults. And the twin side-impact bars, scat belt pretensioners and 
optional air bags- There'll be no dispute either about the increased power from the 
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new 1.2 litre engine that replaces the 1.1 litre in the Punto S. And the new 16 valve 
S5 bhp engine available in the Sporting, ELX and Cabrio. Even the uprated 

suspension will give you an easy ride. The on the road 
price of just S7.763.6S* will also sit comfortably 
with you. Especially as Fiat's unique new Flexible 
Easiplan offers a host of ways to pay. You choose the 
length of repayment, deposit and mileage rates that 
suit you besrt Whichever Punto you choose, you're 



laughing. And that's the best thing for any relationship. Gall 0800 71 7000. 
http://www.fiat.co.uk** or visit your local Fiat dealer for more information. 
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Russia: Tale of two countries 


Questions hang 
over an economy's 
success or failure. 
Phil Reeves 
reports from 
Moscow 


He has one of the more sought- 
after telephone numbers on 
ihc planet, and yet it can be 
bought. If you have investment 
dollars - say, SI 00m - you too 
urn call President Boris Yeltsin's 
protege, Boris Nemtsov. The 
charming but persuasive min- 
ister would be delighted to help 
you hack a path through Rus- 
sia's jungle of red tape. 

Thau al any rate, was his mes- 
sage to leading business exec- 
utives during a trip to Japan this 
week. The offer was open to 
those willing to invest in Rus- 
sia. said First Deputy Prime 
Minister Nemtsov. “If you can’t 
reach me at my offices, ring me 
on my mobile phone," he told 
them. “If you can't reach me on 
the mobile, phone me at home.” 

It was a stunt, but one with 
a serious element: Russia is still 
struggling to shake off a post- 
Soviet depression that has cut . 
its gross national product 
(GNP) in half, crippled much of 
its industry, and left millions be- 
neath the poverty line. It des- 
perately needs investors, but it 
is finding them hard to get 

Yet if the Japanese - and any 
• ■ther foreign investors - are to 
take up Mr Nemtsov's invitation, 
a fundamental question must be 
resolved: are the signs that Rus- 
sia's economy on the mend to 
be trusted, or is the country slid- 
ing further into decline? 

in the last few weeks, the is- 
sue has become the focus of de- 
bate, not least because of 
conflicting government statistics. 
In January - when President 
Yeltsin seemed at death’s door 
and the country desperately 
needed a lift - the State Statis- 
tics Committee (Goskomstat) 
announced that GNP was up by 



Gly boom: A 1 worker adjusts his mask while painting a bridge In Moscow, which is enjoying most of the country’s economic growth Photo&aph: Reuters 


IJ.1 per cent on January last year. 


le following month the 
government statisticians de- 
tected a similar improvement, 
reporting an upturn of 0.9 per 
cent. Both results were achieved 
by massaging the numbers - 
namely by factoring in a high- 
er figure for the black economy 
tliis year than last. But Mr 
Yeltsm felt confident enough to 
predict 2 per cent growth this 
war, the first turn-around since 
the transition to a free market 
began in 1992. 


This month the government’s 
economists changed their 
minds. There would be no im- 
provement this year after ail, 
they declared; in fact, GNP 
could slide slightly further into 
the mire. Again, the sulphurous 
whiff of politics was in the ain 
the Kremlin is sparring with a 
truculent parliament over the 
Yeltsin administration’s plans 
for budget cuts and a new tax 
code. Predicting further gloom 
may help pressure deputies to 
support their line. 

What, though, is the truth? 
Opinion is divided as never be- 
fore. The optimists - notably 
Western analysts -point out that 
the landscape is more promising 
than it has been since the im- 
plosion of the Soviet empire. 
Boris Yeltsin has recovered from 
his Alness, and he has thrown 
himself into naming the coun- 


Winners and losers in the new capitalist era 


The list of those in the winners' enclosure 
in post-Soviet Russia is short, writes Phil 
Reeves. At the top of the list is the city of 
Moscow. While much of the rest of the coun- 
try is in the doldrums, the capital is thrive 
ing, buoyed up by a huge black economy. 
It is fast becoming an island state, three 
times richer than the rest of the country. 

The Muscovites are not entirely alone: ait 
their side stand the b new Russian" benefi- 
ciaries of the privatisation process that has 
produced huge wealth for a small and fre- 
quently corrupt minority. There are also win- 


ners among the growing service industries 
(notably telecommunications), and indus- 
trial sectors - for example, petrochemicals, 
and exporters of non-ferrous metals. 

The losers' enclosure Is larger and stretch- 
es from Murmansk in the west to Vladivos- 
tok in the far east thousands of factories 
have long stood iefie, with nothing to fiH their 
place. The largely uniformed agricultural sec- 
tor is in disarray. So, too, are government ser- 
vices, the mffitary; coEd mining and most heavy 
industry. And many millions of Russians are 
still waiting for their pay and pensions. 


try with unexpected energy. 

utile is stable, and 


The roubl 
strengthening. Inflation is down, 
running at under 3 per cent a 
month for more than a year. 
The cost of government bor- 


rowing has dropped hugely 
from phenomenally high levels 
of last year. Foreign direct in- 
vestment, though Tow. is pick- 
ing up and foreign portfolio 
investment is showing an abrupt 
rise. Capital fljghL - which last 
year saw $2bn a month leave the 
country - is ebbing. Real in- 
comes rose by 4 percent in the 
first quarter of this year. 

Mr Yeltsin has surrounded 
himself with a sharp young 


team of free market economists. 
His communist and nationalist 
opponents are not particularly 
effectual. “The conditions are 
beginning to emerge for an up- 
turn,” said Al Breach, an econ- 
omist at the Russian European 
Centre for Economic Polity. 

But predictions of an end to 
the Russian slump have come 
and gooe before. In October 
1995, the European develop- 
ment organisation OECD fore- 


saw growth in Russia for 1996. 
What happened? The economy 
contracted by another 6 per 
cent, propelled off course by Mr 
Yeltsin's wild election spending 
spree. While parts of Russia are 
seeing their fortunes improve, 
the brunt of this trend is con- 
fined to the city of Moscow, and 
oil-rich areas. Other parts of the 
country remain hopelessly 
benighted. 

Wages and pension arrears 


have been steadily rising and 
now stand at about $ 12bn, a cri- 
sis deepened by the failure of 
the government to collect tax- 
es. In the first quarter, it raised 
just over half of the targeted rev- 
enues. Into the mix should be 
stirred endemic corruption, a 
lack of laws governing business 
transactions, tensions between 
central and regional govern- 
ment, an arcane tax system, and 
limitless quantities of red tape. 

No matter how much mon- 
ey flows into Moscow, the rest 
of Russia’s 147 million popula- 
tion face more hard times. The 
govemmem is to reform the do- 
mestic housing and energy sub- 
sidies by targeting benefits for 
the genuinely poor - a move 
that may bring long term ben- 
efits, but will have the immedi- 
ate effect of deepening the 
economic gloom. “Even if the 
conditions were to improve 
markedly, you still won't see a 
lot of investment here. ItTl take 
20 years to sort out this place," 
said one Western analyst *And 
.that’s if things go weLL" 




Crucial vote leaves 
Czech PM hanging on 

■^aa*“J£Sr<aS! 


camera 

"Deputies voted 101-99 1 ™™™?^^**** 
hoursafter Mr Klaus w ^^^Sm^sterity ’ 

saying he nee^ its TO^ocanythW. 8 ^ ie 2 00 _ se g t 

program. Mr Klaus controls^ W .. pendent deputy Jozef \ 
parliament and parf&ment he would 

Wagner to wn. Mr Vfefflter j 0 ** E^mised to put the .' 

support Mr Klaus only if th p , . ^ state-owned 

future privatization of banks and large ^ 

companies before parliament. 

Arafat arrests suspect killers i 

was iKed in the abducdtms of the victim iand 
suspected it was behind the kill mgs. AP Kamauan 


Prince aids Bulgaria's recovery 


Prince Kirn, son of Bulgaria’s exiled King Simeon n. 
arrived in Sofia to advise President °“ 

stabilising the economy. Simeon s second son, Kr nla ax e - 
Cobure-Gotha, an economist at London-based investment 
bank l!ehman Brothers International, was met at the 


bank Lehman Brothers internauonai, ... 

airport bv a small group of royalists with flowersand the 
traditional welcome gins of bread and salt. Router - So 

Coup leaders menace media 


Sofia 


The military junta in Sierra Leone hinted at a crackdowi 
on the press as it sought to counter reports it had turned to 
Libya for military support. Declarations read on state-run^ 
radio also threatened merchants with “stringent measures 
if they did not control prices of food which have soared 
since the 25 May military coup. AP - Freetown 


Divers pull ship from the deep 


Divers began salvaging a centuries-old Swedish sailing ship 
yesterday that had been discovered off the former East 
German coast under the Communist regime but never 
recovered. Salvage work began after barnacles eating away 
at the 650-year-old wooden ship threatened to destroy the 
vessel. The ship is believed to have carried limestone slabs 
to build churches. It is the second oldest ship discovered on 
the German Baltic coast AP - Hiddensee 


Safety measure is ear to stay 

Reflecting 
earrings now 
dangle from 
cows’ ears in a 
pilot road -safety' 
project on the 
Malaysian island 
of Langkawi. The 
ear-rings are 
being tested to 
see if they reduce 
traffic accidents . 
caused by cows 
and buffalo 
wandering on the 
roads at night 
Photograph: AP 





VdilR CAR LETS 

Green Flag won't. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutes* 

And if we're not with you in less than one 
hour, you can claim £10 back. Plus, we 
offer a choice of 5 levels of cover. What's 
more, our 6000 skilled mechanics will 
repair most problems at the roadside. 
To find out more, contact us right now. 


• Recovery Only £29.50 

• Roadside Assistance £38.00 

• Comprehensive £69.00 

• Comprehensive Gold £93.00 

• Total Protection £145.00 
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Green Flag fttT 


Motoring Assistance 


WE LEAVE EVERYONE STANDING BUT YOU 


call free today on 

0800 001 353 
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Why the Tories won’t let the best man win 


LS=f-'sa 

is no wav trTsi party leader ; two, this and ,h„ i . © — u-w, 

MinirtpJ l? choc J Se a potential Prime i - ,dmbasts labour for allowing 

l ' ' three, that tells you most of »• unions lo play a role in its elec- 

X^V* ed t0 kw about foe bon ^ stl11 “"not bring itself to allow its 
r °Tf^K Pa i OUS edition. ^ members to play a meaningful part 

regarded as a pany a « hSScWfa 
the next mflle nninm tn^n #w ^ 

<£ mternal elections should be a mJJddof 

*25? propriety - 11 pSSflJ 

pOKible to conduct a proper election 

All it needed wS for 
John Major t ° d ° dece too l0r 

hang on for a couple of month* ™ m,n S last, is out of the running, even 

The fact that the BSSKfSiSK L hou&h there * a P a >mful of votes 
led for a time by aweakeneTi^ £?»“ hhn ’ and John 

(because he had just been Redw °? d - ^ LiHey has a problem 

defeated) is neither here nor !w! ™"^ lil ^ the "Sht-wing support split 


Is r r re P n tat h'C arms of the party, 
wh h b,za T c ’ rea »^ that a party 
rhPi/J ■ Sp °u U -! ed 50 much democratic 
while forcing unions to ballot. 


electing its own leader? 

Ail of this is more than passingly sig- 
nificant. since the party would not have 
got itself into its present mess if it had 
nad the wit to wait. And it is an unholy 
m es$, that's for sure. 

Work jf through for a moment. 
Mtchael Howard, merely by virtue of 
coming last, is out of the running, even 
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between him and his two fellows on that 
wing of the party, partly because he came 
fourth, and partly because no one seri- 
ously believes that British voters would 
elect him Prime Minister. Mr Ulley, in 
fact, has a consistency to his positions, 
is forthright, cogent, and served well as 
a cabinet minister, particularly in the dif- 
ficult job of secretary of state for social 
tune'couId ^Jp 1 1 h tnoa 8 r )» tne exlra security. But he utterly lacks presence. 
dSL new SST* lo or charisma. There is no winning charm, 

. ru,es wfuch cou ld then be no ruthless aggression. In fact he does 


Tony Blair was so obtE^TiK 
dominate the scene for a ifmVHt h 

4^ ttermUChwha,ha PP e - d '° 

have ena bled his 
5?*?*“* a bit longer and harder 

teUe'adit 1 " 6 ' and ab ° Ut Wh ° n,igbl 
More important, though, the extra 


used tn a i j “ . . uu aggression, in iaa nc aoes 

autunm. Those rules should hive teen 
drawn up to ensure that committed 
party activists had a vote, along with 


someone they feel much inclined to get 
to know. 

That leaves John Redwood. His right- 
wing position is the most intellectually 
consistent - indeed, it has been the most 
consistent of all three right-wing can- 
didates, full stop. But he is completely 
unelectablc as a Prime Minister. He is 
regarded as not being entirely con- 
nected with reality, and that eventually 
proves fatal in a politician. 

Tory MPs are not wholly daft They 
. . . . understand all that. And they will look 

characteristics that politicians need in at the arithmetic of yesterday’s voting, 
some measure. He would appear to vot- and realise that none of the tight- 
ens as a total unknown; worse, he is not wingers carries sufficient weight, even 


in the limited confines of the parlia- 
mentary party. Add the fact that the 
party outside the Commons firmly 
rejected all of the right-wingers in the 
party's consultation exercise, and the 
conclusion is obvious: it has to be 
either Kenneth Darke, or William 
Hague. 

If the party were able to behave ratio- 
nally, there would be no further argu- 
ment. The constituencies want Ken 
Clarke. The public wants Ken Darke. 
They know he has experience, and that 
he has the best chance of scoring points 
across the despatch box and the televi- 
sion studios against Tony Blair. They 


also know that the Tory right's obses- 
sion with Europe is not mirrored by the 
public, who think that the party had 
better get on with the future rather than 
continue agonising about its past 
bitternesses. 

Probably, however, the party is unable 
to behave" rationally - therefore it will 
elect William Hague. The reason will 
principally’ be a negative one: that the 
anti-European Tory majority cannot 
bear the thought of being led by Ken 
Clarke, the m an most clearly identified 
with the policy (of keeping an open mind 
on our future in Europe) that they have 
most despised over recent years. In fact, 
they will do whatever is necessary to pre- 
vent his becoming leader. Mr Hague will 
therefore almost certainly come through 
to win. but by default 

Thus would be, for the Tories, a lam- 
entable outcome, but in many ways a fit- 
ting one. At every turn the above 
account underlines how confused and 
defeated die party’s condition really is. 
The best that Conservatives can hope 
for, if they do indeed elect Mr Hague, 
is that this untried, inexperienced, not- 
entirely-sure-of-himself man works out 
a way of rem akin g his party, and that 
he can learn leadership skills quickly, 
and on the run. He has the advantage 
of time: no one is rushing to hold 
another general election for a while yet. 
And his youth itself provides some 
opportunities, in terms of developing 
appeal. But the party's MPs would be 


much wiser to stop looking back, and 
™ k aboui »hai they realty need now: 
a strong, confident, welkcsted leader 
ca ” ™ount an effective opposition 
th re ^ UI ^ ihe Tories' confidence in 
themselves. They should elect Ken 
^arke before it's too late. But thev 
probably won't. 


Blair scoops 
the lottery 

B pre is a question for people who 
believe in fairness and social justice. 
Js it right that someone who buys a 
house can make a quarter of a million 
pounds profit in a few years, whDe some- 
one else who lives a block or two away 

K | i?i?T 10 accu omlate any capital at 
all- That question is not a’ dig at the 
olairs; they are simply making the kind 
of casually huge gain that many others 
do. But the sale highlights a curiosity of 
British society: big differences in wealth 
(and thus in comfort and security ) often 
nave more to do with fortuitous house 
purchase, where you moved and when, 
than any other factor. Yet politicians 
rarely contemplate making our housing 
market more rational, because then the 
lottery’ might end. Mr Blair might reflect 
on the matter as he tucks awav his sav- 
ings for that inevitable (but probablv 
distant) rainv dav. 
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* Get Europe’s 
foreign policy 
act together 

ji&in Whatever the disappointments 
**of the Common Foreign and 
Security Policy in recent years, 
viewed in a proper historical 
perspective, substantial progress is 
being made. Twenty years ago, 
Europe's inability to act together in 
foreign polity was not regarded as 
surprising or culpable. Ten years ago 
we felt guilty about our failure. Five 
years ago aspirations and rhetoric 
had been developed, but there were 
no ground rules and no institutions. 
After Maastricht, we had some 
mechanisms, but were not good at .. 

using them. Most worrying is<tte T ‘ 
impact on the European electorate - - 
of our failures in the ware of 
Yugoslav succession. We raised 
expectations about our ability to 
save life and then dashed them. 

At the Amsterdam summit 
meeting we need to learn the 
.lessons of past failure. We need a 
single person to be the face of our 
foreign policy, working in a 
stronger “troika". We need better 
planning. Above all, we need the 
ability to intervene militarily as a 
last resort. The policy needs a 
parliamentary dimension, both 
national and European. 

Such a policy needs to be rooted 
in public awareness of the need fora 
common policy capable of 

responding to gjobal threats. 
Foremost among these in the 
coming decades are the impacts of 
environmental and public health 
issues on our foreign policy. 
Civilisation can drown in the 
population shifts consequent on 
environmental disniption. It is 
anticipated that within 20 years we 
wfll see 120 minion refugees from 
the consequences of dimate change 
alone. These are the “wretched of 

the earth" driven north by economic 

failure, population growth and 

♦ political coDapse. This is a ride of 

misery that could create terrorist 
states and semi-states equipped with 

cheap rocketry and stolen nudear 
technology. 

The need for a true common 
foreign and security policy is real 
and urgent and can be 
communicated to the people of 

Europe because the need for it 

grows from the genuine fearaand 
perceptions of our citizens. Itis not 
a just game for diplomats. Itis 
abouttrade and jobs, and drought 
and hurricanes. 

TOM SPENCER MHP 

SS2 FordgnAffaiK Seamy 

& Defence Policy Committee of the 

European Parliament 

Churt, Surrey 


ion 



increases beyond 1C may lead to 
extensive ecological damage). 

The total amount of fossil fuels 
currently due to be extracted is 
1,000 billion tonnes, which if 
burned would result in an 
unacceptable temperature nse. But 
this is only a fraction of the fossil 
fuels thought to exist in the Earth, a 
staggering 4,000 billion tonnes. 

Regardless of whether the 
Atlantic frontier would play only a 
marginal role in the world demand 
for ofl, the UK should behave 
responsibly and refrain from 
exploiting this region for fossu 
fuels. So far, BP and Shell have 
paid lip service, but nothing else, to 
the “dilemma’’ of exploiting fossil 
fuel reserves. 

DAVID CROMWELL 
{former Shell exploration 
geophysicist) 

Southampton Green Party 

Sin It is no surprise that the 

response of world |ovemmcnls to 
the Earth Summit five years ago 
has been that of failure. 

The seeds of failure were already 

sown in the report of the World 

Commission on Environment and 
Development which maintained 
that global economic growth was 
essential to achieve sustainable 
development. Economic growth, 

wherever it takes place, is the mam 
cause of global ecological and 

Fallowing die globalisation of 
worid trade as a result oftheiasl 
General Agreement on Thrift and 
Tyade and the establishment of the 
World TVade Organisation, large 

fflffigSSSSS. 
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economies" mainly in South-east 
Asia. This pollution should be 
attributed to the British consumer, 
not to the producers. 

Unless we in the Western world 
are prepared to adopt a much 
simpler lifestyle then “Earth 
Summit" conferences will be little 
more than hot air. 

MICHAEL THOMAS 
UK Co-ordinator 
The Future In Our Hands 
Swindon, Wiltshire 


New air assault 

on our ears 

Sir: Polly Tbynbee (“What defence 
toys really cost us", 9 June), 
questions the Government’s 
unexpected support for the 
purchase of 232 Eurofighters. 

The noise of low-flying training 
causes distress over a wide area of 

northern England, Stales and 

Scotland and has now been proved to 
be capable of irreversibly damaging 
the hearing of children. So where wiD 

the Euro^h ter be based? At what 

levels, over whom,' will it be doing its 
daDy work-out? Given the superior 
wwprnf fhis plane s engine, has 
what sent of noise it 


Jfl^duce? WD1 it be louder than 
the Ibmado, for instance? 

Why has such a huge strategic 
decision been taken before die 
much-vaunted Strategic Defence 
Review has even started? 
Submissions from the public to the 
review need to arrive at the MoD 
by the end of June. It is time the 
many individuals and local groups 


concerned with the noise and effect 
of low-flying left a bit of afterburn 
of their own. 

CLARE TAYLOR 
Mask 

Sin There was fighter combat in 
the Gulf war, but it was over very 
quickly, with few allied casualties. 
In Bosnia the Serb fighters stayed 
on the ground. Why? Because the 
American fighters and pilots were 
vastly superior to the Iraqis and 
Serbs. Britain's fighters hardly got 
involved, because their current 
aircraft, the Ibmado F3, badly 
needs replacement. 

We owe it to our pilots to send 
them into combat with the best 
equipment, so they have less 
chance of being killed. 

CONOR O'NEILL 
London SW14 


Short’s will to 
beat poverty 

Sin “ Elimina tion not alleviation'’ of 
poverty a fantasy? (“The new Joan 
of Arc?", 7 June.) Certainly not As 
long ago a$ 1977 the US National 
Academy of Sciences concluded 
after a major study that “if there® 
the political will in thfe country and 
abroad ... it should be possible to 
overcome the worst aspects of 
widespread hunger and malnutrition 
within one generation”. Unicef now 
says much the same, but with a 
timeline of just a decade. 

As long as Clare Short stays in 
charge at the Department for 
International Development, it 


looks like we will have the political 
wfll in at least one of the G7 
countries. Only six more to go. 
BILL LINTON 
London N13 


Prescott trips 
over the dog 

Sin My family would love to do our 
bit for the environment and go by 
bus (“HI get you on the bus, says 
Prescott", 6 June). Unfortunately. 
out willingness and money are not 
sufficient for Stagecoach Red & 
White in west Gloucestershire- A 
reasonable service exists and the 
buses are often nearly empty when 
wc wish to travel, but the company 
has said “No”. 

The problem is our Mack labrador. 
He is a dog, and although he is 
extremely well-behaved the company 
refuses to give him a ride. We can’t 
leave him at home all day on his own. 
Rail passengers have a charter; bus 
passengers need one that sets out 
minimum standards including 
carriage of dog? and other ihimjs that 
bus companies may regard as 
awkward, such as pushchairs, 
suitcases and folding bicycles. 
CUVEMOWFOKIH 
Durslcy, Gloucestershire 

Sin The evidence would certainly 
indicate that curbing car pollution 
is indeed a vital problem, and 
Professor Peter Smith (Letters, 4 
June) suggests a number of 
techmcalfixes to engines and cars 
which would help to dean up the 
air. But even if a “magic" fuel 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Rue 0171-293 2056 ; 
e-mait lettets@independenrxo.uk. E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be 
edited for len&h and clarity. We regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


which produced no emissions were 
developed tomorrow, millions 
would still suffer traffic problems. 

“Greener" vehicles do nothing 
to reduce congestion (which costs 
industiy £19bn a year) or to end 
“rat-running”. Pressure for new 
roads would continue, eating up 
more countryside and further 
dividing towns. The noise of roads 
would continue to blight homes 
and enormous amounts of raw 
materials would continue to be 
used m car-building. 

Planning to reduce the need to 
travel and making alternatives 
attractive and convenient would 
I address all these problems. Now 

• that QmogDafisMP has adopted 
the Road Traffic Reduction Bill we 
can look forward to debate in 
Parliament which mil give Labour 
a chance to show if they will reduce 
! all traffic problems by being lough 
on the cause of the problem - too 
much traffic. 

Dr SARAH HILL 
London E9 


Bomber stamp 

Sir. Will the Post Office be 
following up the obnoxious and 
insensitive depiction of RAF 
bombers on the new Royal Mail 
stamps by a series of images 
showing burning buildings and 
dead babies? Alternatively, if this is 
loo offensive, perhaps images of 
Luftwaffe aircraft over London 
might be a better reminder of what 
exactly is being commemorated 
here. In the meantime, could the 
Post Office explain how we can 
write to our friends in Dresden? 
EAMONNMOLLOY 
NICK HUNT 
Lonsdale College 
Lancaster Unhvrsitv 


Blocked footpaths 
of old England 

Sir For so long 1 have read and 
heard about the rights of every 
Englishman to walk the public 
footpaths of the country. I have 
even been told that there is a 
watchdog committee which 
zealously watches over these rights. 
If this is true, then they need to 
wake up and pay attention! 

Last month I'arrived off the 
plane at Heathrow from LA, 
picked up my car and headed 
towards East Anglia. In Suffolk, in 
the hamlet of Nedging. 1 stopped 
by the church, by a public footpath 
sign, started down it, only to be 
stopped after 50 yards by a very 
specific sign which indicated that l 
was about to trespass on private 
property. So I retreated, only to be 
told later in the nearby village that 1 
should have heeded the first sign 
and ignored the second. 

The arrogance required to flout 
centuries-old laws such as this is 
beyond my comprehension. I hope 
that those’ who are supposedly 
overseeing these footpaths take the 
appropriate action on behalf of all 
those who enjoy the country. Or. if 
they are still asleep. I hope those 
ci tize ns of East Anglia who care 
enough will rise and rectify this act 
of blatant arrogance. 

ROBERT GRABOW 
Carmel California, 

USA 

Long history of 
honours for sale 

Sin Your leading article “Banish all 
the dishonourable honours” ( 5 
June) was unfair in accusing David 
Lloyd Geoige of introducing 
corrupt political honours. Honours 
were sold by monarchs and 
governments from the 17th 
centuty. Lloyd George was no 
worse than his critics, and he was 
not personally corrupt. Money 
raised from the sales was placed in 
the Coalition Liberal and Lloyd 
George Political Fund - and spent 
upon political activities. 

PAUL SMITHERMAN 
Southsea, 

Hampshire 


Charity ruling 

Sin I must correct your education 
correspondent's report (6 June) 
about the Charity Commission 
investigation of the National 
Confederation of Parent Teacher 
Associations. It was not “hastily 
added to the agenda of a top-level 
Home Office meeting". The 
conduct of the commission's 
investigation is entirety a matter for 
the commission. It was not 
mentioned at our long pre- 
arranged meeting with the Home 
Office. 

RJ FRIES 

Chief Charity Commissioner 
London SWl 


Global eruv 

Sir I see the question of the north 
London eruv has come up again 
(Eaiih & Reason, 31 May; Letters7 
June). Enlarge your thinking and it 
will be solved. Think about making 
the enclosed part bigger, with a 
bigger boundary. Make it as big as 
the equator and it takes in half the 
world. Take in even more space, and 
the boundary has to get smaller. 
Ihke in almost the whole surface of 
the ^obe, and you can fit your wire 
ring into someone’s back garden. 

Th en everybody everywhere can 
enjoy the benefits of being inside it 
J M H WRIGHT 
Sale, Cheshire 
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More 
equality - 

just what 
the doctor 
ordered 



A fried Mars a day keeps the doctor away? bi some inner-city areas, 


cheap, nutritious food is almost unobtainable, the new health minister was told Jeremy Sutton Hibbert 


Health is not 
only a matter 
for the NHS - 
it reflects 
housing 
unemployment, 
poverty. 
Labour is 
revisiting the 
Black report of 
1980, which 
aimed to reduce 
inequalities 
which condemn 
the poor to bad 
health, says 
Jeremy 
Laurance 



Jowell learnt a 
'phrase last week: 
the “food desert”. 
Food deserts, the 
minister of public 
health was told at a private sem- 
inar in London, are those areas 
of inner cities where cheap, 
nutritious food is virtually 
unobtainable. Car-less resi- 
dents, unable to reach out-of- 
town supermarkets, depend on 
the comer shop where prices 
are high, products are 
processed and fresh fruit and 
vegetables poor or non-existent. 

It was part of the new min- 
ister’s preparation for a major 
speech next month in which she 
will set out the Government's 
plans on public health. Among 
them is an idea that would, if 
backed with sufficient political 
clout, go beyond anything the 
Government has so far 
pledged. It could even change 
the way we think about health 
matters. 

It is not that the Govern- 
ment’s early initiatives have 
lacked impact The ban on 
tobacco advertsing and sports 
sponsorship was dramatic and 
courageous. The promised cuts 
in NHS paperwork to deliver 
£100m of savings may be less 
than a day’s revenue for the 
NHS but an extra £10m here 
and there, such as that allo- 
cated to breast cancer services, 
can cut waiting times and 


reduce anxiety. Moves to abol- 
ish the NHS internal market 
may happea more slowly than 
some hoped, but it is almost 
certainly wise to allow time for 
alternative arrangements to be 
piloted. 

But this is small beer com- 
pared to Labour's big idea. 
Frank Dotson and his team 
may not succeed in changing 
much in the NHS - and may 
end up not wanting to when the 
results of studies they have 
launched come in - which 
means that they need to look 
lo the arena of public health for 
a fresh approach. They have 
chosen to re-visit the 1980 
Black report on inequalities in 
health and set about reducing 
the health divide between the 
poor and the rich. 

Such an enterprise, if it led 
to action, could do more than 
improve the lot of die poor. 
Commissioned by the last 
Labour government. Sir Dou- 
glas Black, the eminent physi- 
cian who later became presi- 
dent of the Royal College of 
Physicians, recognised that 
health could not be compart- 
mentalised. His report made 
clear that measures affecting 
schools, transport, housing, 
employment and poverty all 
affect health. A review of the 
Black report would have impli- 
cations across government 
departments - and It is their 


agreement to its precise terms 
that is still awaited. 

The original report - a well- 
thumbed copy of which was 
produced by Frank Dobson on 
his first weekend in the health 
department - made wide-rang- 
ing recommendations on how 
to reduce inequalities in health. 
Among them was a costly pro- 
posal - one of many- to tackle 
child poverty with a sharp 
increase in child benefit. The 
total cost of its proposals was 
put at £2bn at 1979 prices 
(equivalent to £5.4bn today) 


6 Frank Dobson 
won a standing 
ovation from 
1,500 nurses 
despite a grim 
pay warning 9 
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with no clear evidence that 
they would succeed in reducing 
the health divide. 

The Tory government which 
inherited the report quietly 
buried it - there was no press 
conference and only 260 
cyclostyled copies were ever 
printed - but it is unlikely even 
a Labour government would 
have found the means to imple- 
ment it. 

New Labour, however, 
believes there may be a new 
way of approaching it. At the 
Royal College of Nursing’s 
annual conference in Harro- 
gate last month, Frank Dobson 
floated tbe idea of a new 
soundbite for the next election 
- “vote Labour, live longer" - 
and won a standing ovation 
from 1.500 nurses despite his 
grim warning on pay. Reducing 
inequalities, promoting soda] 
justice and restoring fairness 
has been a recurring theme in 
health ministers' speeches. In 
Mr Dobson we have a serious, 
old Labour commitment to 


tackling injustice and in Ms 
Jowell, one of Tony Blair’s 
golden wunderkind, a reflec- 
tion of the new spirit of the 
socially conscious times. 

Ms Jewell, 49, the daughter 
of a doctor, is fond of dting the 
statistic which shows that a 
child born today into soda! 
class 1 (professionals) will on 
average live seven years longer 
than one born into sodal class 

V (manual workers). While 
death rates among sodal dass 

V have remained unchanged 
over the past 70 years, among 
those in social class I they have 
halved. The poor have always 
died younger than the rich but 
the gap is widening. 

Her appointment as public 
health minister raised hopes 
that the new government 
would look beyond the NHS to 
improve the nation’s health. 
Ms Jowell, following an initia- 
tive by Chris Smith, Labour’s 
health secretary until the elec- • 
tion, when he was moved to the 
heritage department, has now 
asked Sir Donald Acheson, 
former government chief med- 
ical officer, if he would update 
the Black report. He has sub- 
mitted draft terms for a review 
and is awaiting the go-ahead. 

Publication of an updated 
Black report would be an apt 
way for the Labour govern- 
ment to mark the NHS's 50th 
anniversary which falls in July 
next year - if such a deadline 
could be met. Sir Donald is 
known to believe that by focus- 
ing on certain "points of inter- 
vention", such as in pregnancy 
and infancy, measures could be 
taken to alleviate the health 
disadvantages that the poor 
suffer. 

Reviving the Black report is 
an idea that holds strong 
appeal for Frank Dobson and 
Tessa Jowell, who both repre- 
sent deprived inner London 
constituencies. Their commit- 
ment is shared by the current 
chief medical officer. Sir Ken- 
neth Caiman, who took a cal- 
culated political risk by 


addressing a conference on 
poverty and ill health weeks 
before the election in which he 
highlighted the problem of stu- 
dent poverty. 

A serious examination of 
health inequalities and the 
measures needed to reduce 
them could alter the way we 
think about health. Shifting 
the focus from the process - 
the treatments that doctors 
provide - to the outcomes - the 
number of lives saved or 
unproved - would re min d us 
that the main influences on 
health lie outside the ambit of 
medicine and include housing, 
employment and poverty. The 
effect would be to displace the 
NHS from its central role in 
health care to become one 
organisation among many - 
including government depart- 
ments, • local authorities, 
schools, employers - with a role 
to play tn improving health. 

• The process was begun by 
the Tory government’s Health 
of the Nation strategy, 
launched in 1992, which set 27 
health targets to be achieved 
between 1994 and 2005. How- 
ever, the strategy was fatally 
undermined in the view of 
many experts by its failure to 
acknowledge the impact of 
poverty. Re-targeting the strat- 
egy on the social class-based 
health divide could, if pursued 
with sufficient vigour, make 
the Tory NHS reforms seem 
like a minor management 
review. 

Adaption of such a strategy 
would have a further virtue. It 
would raise a vital question 
about the NHS - whether all it 
does is worth doing. The focus 
on numbers of patients treated, 
beds occupied and operations 
performed which has domi- 
nated debate about health for 
the past 18 years could give way 
to a more mature considera- 
tion of the benefits treatment 
brings. Securing the future of 
the NHS is only a part of the 
task of protecting the nation's 
bealLh. 


A blueprint 
ahead of its time 


* 


T he original Black report 
was published on August 
Bank holiday, 1980. It 
was called Report on Inequali- 
ties in Health Related to Social 
Class. There was no press con- 
ference and only a limited 
number of copies were ever 
printed. Most people came to 
know the report through the 
abridged version by Peter 
Townsend and Nick Davidson 
originally published by Pelican 
and re-pnnted by Penguin in 
1992 under the title Inequalities 
in Health. 

A key recommendation was 
that children of poor families 
should be given a better start 
in life, parity through better 
antenatal care and improved 
nutrition in pregnancy. Since 
the report was published evi- 
dence has accumulated that 
poor nutrition in the womb and 
in the early months of life can 
have consequences stretching 
far into later decades. 

The most controversial 
aspect of the report was its link- 
ing of ill-health with depriva- 
tion rather than with unhealthy 
behaviour - principally smok- 
ing. Sir Douglas Black, who 
chaired the working party that 
produced the report, wrote in 
The Independent in 1993: 
"Although we considered the 
sig n i fi c an ce of various forms of 
unhealthy behaviour, including 
smoking, we took a view (hat 
they were not the major deter- 
minant of the relationship 
between deprivation and 
health. Our view was supported 
by a study of 17.000 men in var- 
ious grades in the civil service 
which showed that most ill 
health was associated with 
socio-economic status, as mea- 
sured by grade, rather than 
unhealthy behaviour. Among 


those who had no detectable., 
disease at the beginning of the : ^ 
long-term stutty, premature w 
death was still more marked. \ 
among tbe lower than the. v-. 
higher grades.” 

Social problems called for 
social solutions. Sir Douglas . 
said. Although the NHS could . 
help alleviate ill health it could 
do nothing about its causes. He ‘ 
wrote: “For a radical cure we 
must recognise that the direct 
pursuit of wealth by some leads 
to unacceptable poverty for 
many. Unless greed is once 
again tempered by social com- 
. passion, embodied in a revi- 
talised welfare state, so culpa- 
bly diminished in the 1980s. we 
will continue in the avoidable 
waste of human life and 
health." 

In 1995, the Kings Fund, ±:. 
the independent health policy £■ •' 
think tank, published its own 
analysis of the health divide 
entitled Tackling Inequalities in 
Health with a foreword by Sir 
Donald Acheson. Sir Donald 
wrote that during his eight 
years as the government's chief 
medical officer, from 1983 to 
1991, he had become con- 
cerned that although the health 
of the nation overall was 
improving inequalities between 
social groups were increasing. 

He added: “Today the question 
is not whether these facts are 
valid but who cares and what; .. 
can he done about them.” 

The report made a series of 
recommendations including - 
greater investment in public 
housing (to be financed by the 
abolition of mortgage tax relief), 
tax ebanges to alleviate family . 
poverty, increasing the price of 
cigarettes, targeting of NHS g ■ 
resources to deprived areas, 
and improvements in childcare. 


Gerry Adams? Jeeves will deal with him 


I have been carrying 
around in my wallet for 
some time a cutting from 
The Daily Telegraph of Friday 
27 September 1996, reporting 
a press conference with 
Gerry Adams on the occasion 
of the publication of his 
book. Before The Dawn. 
Occasionally 1 reread it, 
wondering why I kept it, and 
always I remember it’s 
because Gerry Adams, when 
asked to name his literary 
influences, mentioned, 
among other writers, the late 
PG Wodehouse. 

So, I have been canying 
this cutting around with me, 
wondering how on earth to 
use such a nugget of 
information - ie how to effect 
a rapprochement between two 
such unlikely bedfellows, 
when all the time the answer 
was staring me in the face: 
leave it to a computer. 

Accordingly, I fed into the 
mighty computer here al The 
Independent as much 
information as I could muster 
about Gerry Adams, then as 
much input as I could muster 
about PG Wodehouse, and 
then instructed the machine 
to produce a stoiy about 
Gerry Adams in the style of 
the master. At first the 


machine made excuses, then 
pleaded a headache, but 
finally 1 got it to buckle down 
to it, and yesterday it came 
up with this charming tale. 

Tbe Irish Cousin 
I had been invited down for 
the weekend to Wolfram 
Towers by my uncle. Lord 
Wolfram, which was a dashed 
nuisance, as I had also been 
invited to a golf party by my 
old friend Rupert AUhailows. 
Given a choice between the 
two, only a an idiot or a man 
with a wooden leg, who fell 
over when he swung a golf 
dub, would have elected to 
face Unde Wilbert over a 
whole weekend. Or a man 
who had recently fallen 
somewhat in love with Unde 
Wilbert’s lovely daughter, 
Kate, as was my case. 

“What would you do. 
Jeeves, in such a tricky 
situation?" I asked my 
faithful retainer. 

“That depends, sir, 
whether you attach more 
importance to the heart or to 
the wrist.” 

“Eb?" 

Sometimes I find it hard to 
follow Jeeves through the 
tangled thickets of logic. 

“It has always seemed to 
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Kington 


me, sir, that the art of golf 
depends entirely on knowing 
exactly when to unroll the 
wrists on impact Not much 
of a challenge. The an of 
love is a more exacting game, 
especially as nobody has yet 
codified a set of rules." 

Even when he explains 
himself, I seldom know what 
he is driving aL 

“Besides, sir, our finances 
are very low at the moment 
and Lord Wolfram is a very 
generous uncle.” 

He had me there. Sightings 
of disposable income were 
currently as rare as snow at 


midday in Cairo High Street, 
and a recent letter from my 
bank had expressed surprise 
that they had had to use so 
much red ink when priming 
my last statement. A 
surprised bank is not a happy 
batik. An unhappy bank will" 
sometimes make life dashed 
awkward. Uncle Wilbert was. 
when in a jolty mood, 
unquestionably generous. 
Thus il was that I reluctantly 
agreed with Jeeves, made niy 
excuses lo Rupert Allhallows 
and found myself on the 
Friday motoring down to 
Wolfram Towers. 

My sadness at not being on 
the first tee with Rupert and 
chums was somewhat 
assuaged by the sight of Kate 
coming out on the steps of 
the stately pile to greet me. 
Do you know the feeling 
when your heart turns upside 
down and gives you a kick in 
the ribs? It is not unlike 
dyspepsia, but lasts longer. 

"Hello. Bertie, how lovely 
to see you!" she cried, and 
before I could tell her how 
equally lovely it was to see 
her, she had pulled a chap 
out of the shadows beside her 
and said: “Oh, Bertie, do vou 
know Geny? He is an Irish 
cousin who has come to stav 


the weekend. Mr Adams, do 
you know Bertie Wooster?” 

The specimen to whom I 
was introduced was- a man 
with spectacles like library 
windows and a beard -that 
would not have looked ouLof 
place on a Russian bear. I 
took his hand and let it go. 

“A cousin of whom, may I 
ask?" 

“Oh, just an Irish cousin,” 
he smiled, using one of those 
smiles which have little light • 
and no warmth. 

“Are you interested in L 
P'gs?" I asked. 

“Pigs?" be said. 

“Lord Wolfram has a 
passion for prize pigs, second 
only to Lord Emswarth's," I 
said. "This weekend you may 
find youreelf enmeshed in 
long conversations about 
pigs. I should be prepared.” 

He smiled. 

“I think you win find I can 
talk long and hard on any 
subject without giving away 
what l feel or know about it,” 
he said. 

“Yes, I’ve heard you Irish 
johnnies have the gift of 
meaningful dialogue,” I said. 

__ It was a remark which 
Kate was later to reprimand 
me for quite severely. 

The denouement tomorrow ! . 
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the commentators 


The strange case 

of felling birth 


rates in the West 


terete the children / 
President 


W rrcsmem 8l>ris> 

Yelism was recemiv 
^areponthmsu^,^ 
tnat toe Russian population 
could 

fell to about 120 milli, 


2050 It fcU by nearly lialf-a-mjf 
km last year. The reason is ivwl. 
“■ deat h rates amoni- 
the middle-aged, particularly 
men, and a low birth rate. R U s- 

aa-asacountiy.asaeuliure 
as a people -is slow, v dying 

But so too is much .if con- 
mtenta 1 Europe. While mor- 
tality continues m f a || .h,. 

otherside of the pinccr move- 
ment on population, falling 
birth rates, is more evident in 
parts of western Europe than 
it is even in Russia. In eastern 
Europe as a whole, the total 
fertility rate, that is the num- 
bers of Nve children that a 
mother will have during her 
lifetime, is l.n. well below the 
replacement rate of 2.1. But in 
Germany. Italy and Spain the 
fertility rate is now down to 1 .2 
-I J. So the implicaiions for 
European population levels 
are almost as stark as those for 
Russia. On present UN pro- 
jections, by 2025 the German 
population will have fallen 
from its present $2 million to 
76 million, and by 2050 it 
could be down to 60-65 
million. 
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The UK is in a slightly dif- 
ferent position from most of the 
continent, forwc have a slightly 
higher total fertility rate, 1.8. As 
a result, the UK population will continue to 
rise, from 58 million to a peak of just over 61 
million in 2025. before falling. It is just about 
theoretically possible that the population of the 
UK will be higher than that of Germany in 50- 
60 years from now. 

What is happening here? The phenomenon 
is particularly marked in continental Europe 
and in Japan: it is not so evident in the US, 
or in Canada and Australia. You can, perhaps, 
explain the low birth rate in Russia and the 
rest of eastern Europe in terms of the trauma 
and disruption of the transition from Com- 
munism to the market economy. But in 
prosperous, secure, western Europe? There 
must be something wrong, but what it is 
remains a mystery .~We have recently at last 
begun to consider some of the effects of an 
ageing papulation, on publlcsector pensions, 
for example; but the reasons, as opposed to 
the consequences, are hardly discussed outside 
\ the academic world. 

W Demographers and social scientists have put 
forward a host of possible explanations. There 
is clearly some association with the rise in job 
opportunities for women. The greater the 
chance that women have of earning a good 
income, the greater the cost of taking some time 
off to have a family. There may be some lag here 
in the response of the rest of society. The labour 
market for women has grown faster than the 


Not having 
children 
must 
represent 
some sort of 
vote of no 
confidence in 
the future, 
but what 
sort of vote 
is that? 


social infrastructure which underpins it: every- 

fmale 


thing from child-care to the willingness of ma 
partners to pitch in with running the home. 
The links are immensely complicated, but 


presumably there is some connection between 
the set of 


attitudes that lead to families 
breaking up and the willingness to have chil- 
dren. Maybe there is something in the asser- 
tion that adults have become more selfish, or 
at least more self-centred, in their choices: that 
they would prefer the extra money to spemion 
a holiday, and the extra time, rather than 


devote it to the extra child. 

There are other more prac- 
tical forces at wort The tax sys- 
tem does not help. If a women 
working from home has some- 
one in to help run the home 
office, that can be charged 
against tax; but if the person is 
in the next-door room helping 
to look after the children, it 
cannot. You think people do 
not consider tax when they 
decide about having children? 
Not so. One of the reasons why 
the birth rare in Sweden 
jumped in the early 1990s was 
because the government intro- 
duced a tax break for mothers 
who had a third child within a 
certain period after the second. 
In the middle 1980s, despite 
elaborate state-funded provi- 
sion for child-care, the Swedish 
fertility rate was below the 
UK’s; now it is above iL 
Economists might further 
point out that if you regard 
children as a luxury consumer 
good, they are becoming a rel- 
atively more expensive one. 
That is not just a silly point 
about the rising cost of pocket 
money, designer trainers, dri- 
ving lessons or, for those who 
pay for it, private education. It 
is more that the growing spe- 
cialisation of the job market 
means that young people arc 
needing longer training and 
therefore moving into jobs in 
their twenties rather than their 
teens. Result: they inevitably 
rely on parents’ support for a 
longer period than they would 
a generation ago. The amount of parental 
investment, in both money and time, needed 
for each child is therefore much greater than 
it used to be. It is suggested in the US that hav- 
ing a large family has now become a signal of 
wealth: it boasts that “we can afford the big 
house, the people mover and the cello 
lessons". 

But it cannot just be economics, can it? The 
countries with those very low fertility rates - 
Germany, Italy and Spain -have seen an enor- 
mous increase in wealth over the past gener- 
ation. Living standards are half as hi^h again 
as they were in the early 1960s, when birth rates 
were double the present leveL People are bet- 
ter boused all over Europe, and better fed. The 
fall in male fertility, however worrying in the 
long term, has yet to reach a point where it has 
an impact on birth rates. Not having children 
must represent some sort of vote of no confi- 
dence in the future, but if so, it is venr hand to 
pin down what sort of vote that might be. There 
is surely less of an immediate fear of nuclear 
annihilation - that was, after all, in the time 
of the Cuban missile crisis and the building of 
the Berlin Will. 

It would be absurd to try to trot out some 
pat explanation for a social phenomenon 
which cuts across societies as different as 
Russia, Italy and Japan. But it is not absurd 
to peer forward into the future and seek some 
sort of turning point. There is, maybe, one 
in sight. Fertility rates in the US have risen 
from the trough in the 1980s, and they are 
no longer falling here. People on both sides 
of the Atlantic are more confident talking 
about “family values” (including our new gov- 
ernment). Will this quest for more order and 
stability result in a modest rise in the birth 
rate here, and then maybe in the rest of 
Europe? I don’t know - but I know that it 
matters more than the political debate about 
Europe's future. 


Why can’t Labour be 


positive about blacks? 


T en years ago today, a 
small electoral earth- 
quake shook the 
House of Commons 
as four black MPS 
squeezed into Parliament. Since 
then another five have joined the 
original group, but the new 
Labour government is unlikely 
to make much of the anniver- 
sary. 

Things arc no better in other 
parties. Although the Conserv- 
atives had the first black minis- 
ter, Nerj Dcva, he lost his Lon- 
don seat in May. Worse were the 
racist jibes that John Taylor, an 
articulate and thoughtful black 
barrister, had to face over his 
selection to fight the true blue 
seat of Cheltenham for the 
Tories in 1992. Chastened by the 
actions of local activists, John 
Major elevated Mr Thy lor to the 
House of Lords. 

While (he Government has 
been keen to trumpet the suc- 
cess of all-women shortlists, 
which saw the number of female 
Labour Mft leap from 39 before 
the election to 101 after. Labour 
officials would rather not enptam 
why the party cannot afford eth- 
nic minorities the same privilege. 

In the early Eighties there had 
been s imilar calls for positive 
representation of black candi- 
dates. After all, more than five 

E er cent of the population were 
lack; more than 13 percent of 
the total Labour vote in 1983 
came from ethnic minorities; 
and yet there were no black 
MPs. 

Black Sections, a group first 
mooted in 1981 to further 
minority representation within 
the Labour ftirty, led the charge. 
Among its founding members 
were Diane Abbott, now MP for 
Hackney North and Stoke New- 
ington, Paul Boateng. then a 
fiery left-wing lawyer, and 
Sharon Atkin, a party activist. 

“It was just a few people talk- 
ing over a pizza in 1981. We were 
au talking about getting elected 
and bow to do it," said Mis 
Atkin. Initially the party hierar- 
chy welcomed the idea. And in 
1983, a resolution setting out a 
framework for the National 
Executive Committee met with 
warm words. 

“We had a founding confer- 
ence in 1984, which was sham- 
bolic. You have to remember 
then there were a lot of com- 
peting groups on the left. Mili- 
tant was a big force with their 
own black group," says Mrs 
Alkin. The internal warring spilt 
out into the open. According to 
Darcus Howe, who has charted 
Black Sections' rise and fall, 
more than 200 people turned up 
to a heated fringe meeting in 
1984. “Fifty of them (were) 
black. Of the blacks the major- 
ity were Militant supporters hos- 
tile to die platform.*' 

When the shrapnel starting 
the new leadership team 
Nefi Kinnock and Roy Hat- 
tersley decided to stamp out 
Black Sections. According to 
Kalbir Sbukra, an academic, in 


by Randeep Ramesh 



Major players In the debate over Mack sections: (clockwise from top left) Keith Vaz, Bemie Grant, Darcus Howe, Paul 
Boateng, Diane Abbott, and Sharon Atkin 


his paper on the group: “They 
were seen by the Labour lead- 
ership as an obstacle to electoral 
success. Consequently, Kinnock 
decided to whip the left into line. 
Black Sections did not escape 
the onslaught 


were selected to fight winnaMe 
seats - and parity because their 
constituency' parties in Brent 
and Leicester voted for all-black 
shortlists. But Mrs Atkin was, 
predictably, dc -selected in 1987 
im a safe seal in Nottingham 


The Labour Party leadership after being goaded -by the left 
refused to deal with groups - into saying: “I do not give a 


groups 


saying: 


give 


Diane Abbott who has not so 
much courted controversy as 
married it, is on the NEC -iron- 
icalty, because of its pro-women 
bias. Keith Miz. who was on the 
shadow front-bench environ- 
ment team, was passed over in 
favour of a white woman, and 
Bemie Grant the MP for lot- 


After all-women shortlists, the privilege 
should be extended to ethnic minorities 


“based on race". Mr Hattersley, 
then deputy leader, who relied 
on a big black vote to keep his 
Birmingham seat was accused 
by Mrs Alkin of having a “patro- 
nising and condescending atti- 
tude" towards black people. 


damn about Nefl Kinnock and 
a racist Labour Party." 

That was the beginning of the 
end for Black Sections. None of 
the other prospective Mft - 
Boateng. Abbott. Vaz and 
Bemie Grant - stood up to the 


"Black people wifi not sit idty by leade rehip over the Atkin affair, 
deliver up their vote time The four candidates concen- 


and 


and again to a party which is not 
prepared to give them any- 
thing," she threatened. 

The leadership took its 
revenge. The NEC that year 
refused to endorse Russell Prof- 
its a black Labour Party worker, 
as prospective candidate for 
Lewisham East because the con- 
stituency party had voted for an 
all-black shortlist. 

“There was genuine concern 
that by positively discriminating 
in favour of blade people we 
would lose the support of whites 
- especially the working dosses." 
said one senior Labour official. 

However Paul Boateag and 
Keith Vaz, a 30-year-old lawyer. 


trated on winning seats and Mr 
Kinnock even claimed credit 
for the new black members. 
“(We can) begin to have a mul- 
tiracial parliament to reflea a 
multiracial society," he told the 
party’s 1987 conference. 

Once in office, all four took 
very different paths to power. 
Raul Boateng, who on being 
eleaed had made a passionate 
speech which included the mem- 
orable line “Brent South today, 
Soweto tomorrow'’, is the most 
successful. He is now the most 
junior member of the five-strong 
health ministerial team, after 
years spent diademing the Solic- 
itor-General’s office. 


lenham, has never been asked to 
do anything. 

“What worries me is how can 
we influence policy that affects 
race -like health, education and 
prisons. These are all concerns 
to the ethnic communities and 
there must be some wav of con- 
sidering black viewpoints," says 
Mr Gram. 

Mr Vaz believes that the 
answer to that question lies with 
Black Sections. “Wc now need 
to work out a cogent and coher- 
ent agenda that can form a basis 
for a dialogue with those in 
power." Others disagree. Mar- 
sha Singh, who was elected in 
Bradford West this year, does 
not consider himself a “black 


politician". “About 7u per cent 
of my electorate is white, so to 
represent myself in that way is 
wrong." he says. 

The plodding rise of non- 
white MPs in the Labour Party 
is an uncomfortable reminder 
that despite its anti-racist 
rhetoric the party has done til- 
de to advance the cause of black 
power. “We should have about 
30 black MPs." says Navendra 
MakanjL a Labour councillor in 
Haringey. “I think it will happen. 
Hie party already has 400 black 
councillors and f think the push 
will come from the grass roots." 

Many say this is optimistic. 
Where blade groups have flour- 
ished, they have been squashed, 
Hundreds of Asian Labour 
Party members are srill sus- 
pended in Birmingham’s Spark- 
brook and Small Heath, Lacty- 
wood and Manchester's Gorton 
constituencies. 

The last remnants of Black 
Sections can be found in the 
Black Socialist Society. If its 
roll exceeds 2^00. a black per- 
son is guaranteed a place on the 
NEC Its membership after five 
years stands in the hundreds. 
Paradoxically, Labour is keen to 
promote itself as a broad church. 
There is a youth wing, women's 
groups, and even Baole Zion for 
Jewish members - but still no 
pew for black people. 


* 


Blair could lead in Europe. Will he? 


The government has the political power to transform the EU, but doesn’t know what to use its power for 


I t was never true that Britain could stop, or 
even much disrupt, the single curre^But 
it is now true that Bntam could have ^ big 


even much disrupt, me single 
■ it is now true that Bntam could have a big 
influence on putting it back on course: m the 

by thl Bundesbank, just una&ne the egct of a 

strongly for mon rary ^ haps have 

^Influence over the 

etary union tben a ne wfaatJo fan Majorwould 
Alternatively, nnagms w have 

have done .with not . 


have done .**<*»££ not- 

f?w days HffllWwdl 

Blair acted am- 

denty emerged ^^“before. He is watching 
having been so <*« UL Loping, either. He is 

- not gloating^ut no! ^ ject g0 es mto 

standing by as shall not fall; J ut 

purple-faced ^SSffiaousty, t0 kcep ahVG ' 
Seed's! not stnv^O^o® y ^seriousness 
•ftfcBperfeciJy both Josp ^ s 

of the Continental rhetoric, and the 

^victory, with its j £ If Kohl, were old- 
Bundesbank’s bruta egressions of French 

[fashioned and P^^^Ktbuists against 
and German I^jth another. 

final integration, j eman ds for an expan- 

- TheFSnch and 

skroist “Europf^f fa the first wave 

the inclusion of Spam ana iuuy 


of monetary union, assert an idea, of France, as 
the statist and semi-protectionist leader of the 
Mediterranean bloc, that terrifies the Germans. 
And the Bundesbank’s refusal to allow the Ger- 
man government to fiddle its way into the Maas- 
trich (conditions was a defence of the virtuous 
D-mark, the key symbol of post-war German 
identity, against the unpopular, polyglot euro. 

Given the angst on both sides, 
it is hardly surprising that Blair 
has not leapt to defend EMU. 
why sprint to catch a train tij iat 
may be just about to crash off the 

rails? . , i 

This means, however, that he 
wifi not be an important voice in 
the most important debate con- 
fronting Europe. HewiUnotseae 
the opportunity to help bury mon- 
etary union, or to save iL So how 

will he lead? „ ... 

After aft, on the face of it, he 
has a wonderful opportunity to do 
so. Whereas Major was seen as a 
loser who had no deep sympathy 
for the EU, and whose party was 
divided, Blair still has rosy 
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mYIUvUi ** *** ** ^ ^ , 

glow of victory on him. His huge 

he will be in PO«rfor a longta«. Tlqt»ew^ 


pushy and optimistic on (he jobs front than his 
predecessor, who suffered from the general dis- 
regard fell for his government. He and Blair are 
entirety right about the importance of jobs, and 
flexible labour markets, and the need for our 
European time zone to compete effectively with 
the American and Asian rime zones. 

But there is a long way to go. If the New 
Labour approach is to mean any- 
thing more than Thatcherism 
with a different rhetorical twist, 
it will require bigger investment 
in retraining and education than 
anyone is yet committed to. And 
retraining alone will not save the 
EU if monetary union falls apart 
There needs to be a political 
agenda, too. 

At the coming Amsterdam 
summit it is hard to see any huge 
difference in the British positions 
caused try the general election. 
The tough anti-federalist lines on 
border controls, policing, defence 
and so on mQ seem familiar to 
other European governments - 
indeed, where the approach is 
different it is because Labour is 
taking a harder line than the 


m^de to other £U leaders that Tbries. There is a slightly greater openness to 
ram home the mesrageio ^ aua iified maioritv ratine in unimportant areas. 
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Efdosc it? In sum, who! Blair says will be ks- 


to Close 
tened to. 


qualified majority voting in unimportant areas, 
and the well-trailed difference over membership 
of the social chapter, but, in the grand scale of 
things, these are footling. 

Inis adds up, doesn't it, to a new government 
which wants to transform our relations with the 



Blair's European stature and Blair’s current 
European agenda. 

hpra^erTtriumphant Blair in June No one in Downing Street will be much wor- 
ths phrase) between p ried about that. A leader who promised Sun 

and grownhas ^ been more vigorous, readers that he would patriotically stand up to 


r™»v»r fio use the previous prime nunis- 
hpnveen triumphant Blair in June 


nasty European federalists would be content to 
return from Amsterdam with assurances on bor- 
ders and defence, and a few concessions on 
majority voting in abstruse areas. Bui the oppor- 
tunities for a new era in British relations with 
the Continent are far greater than that 

Above all. whether the Euro goes ahead or 
not. Europe badly needs some radical political 
rethinking. Tony Blair was elected on a platform 
which stressed inclusion and jobs, and he has 
taken that message to other EL* countries 
whose leaderships are far less popular, and who 
are therefore interested in his message. But he 
was also eleaed on a programme of democratic 
reform. Wouldn't it be right, loo, to turn that 
agenda on a European audience? 

Yes, they have PR and we don't. Most other 
countries are already less centralised than 
Britain. None of them has a hereditary cham- 
ber. That is the unfinished business of Britain 
alone. 

But Europe needs reform, too. 1 don’t believe 
the EU can survive without a simpler, more 
understandable and responsive political system. 
How can the rambling. Byzantine hierarchy of 
committees and acronyms, accumulated over 
decades of deals and compromises, be compat- 
ible with popular consent? Wc need an open, 
public Council of Ministers, a reined-in 
Commission, and even a European constitution, 
which makes clear the limits to “ever-doser 
union”. What we don’t understand, we will end 
up haling. 

If EMU goes ahead, European political 
reform will become essential. If EMU col- 
lapses, it will be the only alternative agenda left 
for a traumatised Union. Yet no mainstream 
leader is seriously discussing it: virtually no work 
has been done on it; barely a single speech has 
touched on iL Europe desperately needs some- 
body with the confidence and power to grab this 
agenda - someone who is going to be around for 
a while, and has courage and vision. Now, who 
could that be? 
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Li Shuxian 


Li Shuxian was the widow of 
Aisin Goto Pu Yi, the “last em- 
peror'* of China, immortalised 
(with some of his character 
traits deliberately overlooked) 
in Bernardo Bertolucci’s Oscar- 
winning film, The Last Em- 
peror ( 1987). 

Though she probably knew 
him better than any of his con- 
temporaries. she did not know 
him all that long: they met and 
married in 1962. Five years lat- 
er. at the height of the Cultur- 
al Revolution, Pu Yi died of 
lung cancer. 

It was said that Chou En-iai 
himself, fascinated by Pu Yi’s 
“born-again” Maoist faith after 
bis 10-year detention in Fushun 
“re-education centre*’, encour- 
aged the match. Chou, himself 
from an aristocratic mandarin 
family, had taken an interest in 
Pu Yi ever since Stalin had 
handed him back to the Com- 
munist Chinese in 1950. 

Prior to that Pu Yi, the pup- 
pet emperor of Japanese-run 
Manchuria, had been living un- 
der comfortable detention in a 
commandeered spa near 
Khabarovsk - along with a 
handful of senior officials and 
generals who bad collaborated 
with Japan. 

Characteristically Pu Yi had 
abandoned his then wife, Eliz- 
abeth. and his teenage concu- 
bine, in Manchuria soon after 
Emperor Hirohito’s historic 
speech (“the war situation had 
developed, not necessarily to 
our advantage”) marking the 
end of the Second World War, 
following the Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki bombings. In August 
1945 the Japanese had tried 
their best to smuggle Pu Yi out 
of Manchuria but he was sdll on 
the tarmac at Mukden, waiting 
for a plane, when Russian para- 
troopers landed there and ar- 
rested him. 

Chou En-lai took a person- 
al interest in Pu Yi ana moni- 
tored his progress. As the last 
Chinese emperor (even if he 
was deposed when he was four) 



Pu Yi epitomised the evil “old 
society” and his transforma- 
tion into an exemplary Com- 
munist citizen demonstrated 
the superiority of die Chinese 
revolutionary system. 

Bertolucci’s film tells the sto- 
ry with an obviously sympathetic 
bias: there are no hints of brain- 
washing nor of any time-seiving 

servility on Pn Yi’s part. Sig- 
nificantly, “Big LT, Pu Yrs 
personal servant from 1924 un- 
til the year of his rerease from 
re-education camp believed, 
when I met him, that Pu Yl was 
a “professional survivor” and 
that his ostentatious h umility in 
the last yeare of his life was en- 
tirely contrived 

Li Shuxian, a hospital nurse, 
was related to one of the pup- 
pet Manchurian generals who 
had kept Pu Yi company in 
Fushun. When they married, Pu 
Yi was, officially, employed as 
a gardener at the Peking Botan- 
ical Gardens. In fact this 
sinecure, provided thanks to 
Chou, only lasted three years, 
during which time he did very 
little actual gardening. 

_ He was then given another 
sinecure, as an archivist in the 
China People’s Political and 
Consultative Co mmi ttee - and 
would in all likelihood, hgd he 
lived, have become a member 
of this organisation (Pu YTs 
brother Pu Clue was appoint- 
ed a member in 1980). 

At least once a year, Chou 
En-lai invited Pa YI and D' over 
to dinner. He also saw to it they 
got privileged accommodation 
m a modem building. Pu Chie 
lived in unusual privacy in a 
small but comfortably tradi- 
tional bouse in a central Peking 
huumg (alley). 

According to Li Wenda. the 
8th Army veteran and ex-editor 
who “ghosted” Pu Yi's autobi- 
ography ( From Emperor to Cit- 
izen, published 1964), the last 
four years of Pu Yi’s life were 
not specially happy. “His wife 
was a shrew,” he told me. “She 
nagged him ceaselessly.” If so. 



she may have been exacting 
some form of revenge on the 
child concubines who had been 
so ill-treated by him in his pup- 
pet emperor days. 

Whatever bis ambiguous sex- 
proclivities may have been 
in his earlier life, Pu Yi, after 
.his release from Fushun, was 
prematurely, caricaturally, ab- 
sent-minded and his years in 
Fushun had not enabled him to 
look after himself Fbr all his bu- 
milfty, he still expected to be 
waited on hand and foot and, 
in Li Wenda’s words, “had age- 
nius for creating an instant, dis- 
orderly mess around him”. 

The first hint of Li's displea- 
sure came a year after my book, 

The Last Emperor (1987), was 
published. She wrote to me, in 
English, from Shanghai, where 
she was then working as a nurse 
in a hospital, asking why I bad 
not bothered to get in touch 
with her while researching the 
book. I wrote back saying 1 had 
been told (by the film ’s pro- 
duction team) that she had re- 
fused to collaborate with them. 

On a subsequent visit to China. 

I added. I would very much like 
to meet her, and - in any sub- 
sequent printing - rewrite my fi- 
nal Chapter, if indeed I had been 
unfair to her. 

There was no reply, but a 
year later, out of the blue, she 
sued me under French law for 
making “false allegations” 
about her husband, also de- 
manding substantial financial 
damages. Court proceedings 
dragged on and on: she lost in 
one court, appealed and lost 
again. Perhaps she idealised her 
relationship with Pu YI after his 
death. Those who knew her, 
and whose notarised testimo- 
ny turned out to be crucial to 
the lawsuit's outcome, think 
not “She only wanted money,” 
they said. 

Edward Behr 

Li Shuxian: bom 1924 ; married 
1962 Aisin Goto Pu Yi (died 
1967): died Pricing 10 June 1997. Li standing beside her husband’s tomb, on the outskirts of Poking, 1996 

Esme, Countess of Carlisle 


Photograph: AFP 


Carilste: ‘special duties’ 
Photograph: Desmond O’Neill 


Esmd, Countess of Carlisle was 
the epitome of that v anishing 
breed, the aristocratic lady who 
considered it no more than her 
duty to devote her life to the ser- 
vice of others, yet would have 
considered it just a little vulgar 
to strive for high office, or 
high-profile appointments, in 
order to do so. 

She was bom into a tradition 
of service. Her father, Charles 
Iredell, was a distinguished 
physician at Guy’s Hospital, 
and a pioneer of modem can- 
cer studies. Her early years 
were spent in the gracious sur- 
roundings of Regent’s Park, in 
a London which, in 1914, the 
year she was bom, bad but 
lately left behind the standards 
and the certainties of Edwar- 
dian England. 

Esm£ never left them behind. 
Reference books record her 


education, laconically, as “St 
Paul's School, University of 
London”, disguising the fact 
that she graduated from Bed- 
ford College with an excellent 
First in Italian language and lit- 
erature, which she put to good 
use in her Civil Service career. 

Between 1936 and 1944 she 
was assigned to “special duties” 
in London. Aden, Athens, 
Cairo. Algiers and Rome, which 
she later made politely dear to 
friends and colleagues it was 
“not done” to discuss. There is, 
however, reason to believe that 
they included work for M16, 
monitoring German broadcasts 
in Italian to Mediterranean 
countries at a crucial period of 
die Second World War. and that 
she was not unconnected with 
the sinking of German ships in 
Piraeus during the invasion of 
Greece. 


It was just after the war. in 
1947. that she became the sec- 
ond wife of the 11th Earl of 
Carlisle, and. until his death in 
1963, she looked after her fam- 
ily, and assisted him in running 
the affairs of the Howard estate, 
in London and at Naworth 
Castle in Cumberland. It is en- 
tirely characteristic of her mode 
of life that every day, unless they 
were “sore let or hindered", 
the two hours before dinner 
were devoted to the reading of 
works of English or European 
literature. Standards must be 
maintained. 

She joined the staff of the 
Standing Commission on Mu- 
seums and Galleries (now the 
Museums and Galleries Com- 
mission) in 1971, and worked as 
a consultant and assistant to it 
until her retirement in 1986. 
During that period the com- 


mission published a number of 
advisory reports for Govern- 
ment - on Conservation, Mu- 
seums in Wales, in Northern 
Ireland, on a National Frame- 
work for Museums, and various 
commissioners were credited 
with authorship. 

In fact, most of them were 
written by Lady Carlisle, and 
they are models of fine English 
prose. She also wrote a schol- 
arly and generous History of the 
Commission itself, of which it 
was said that “she dipped her 
pen in the milk of human kind- 
ness". But she was by no means 
simply a scribe. Few knew that 
at the age of about 60 she took 
up sld-ing, or that she was an ex- 
pert on Italian wines, capable of 
holding her own in conversa- 
tions with her friend the late 
Cyril Ray. ^ 

In retirement at Duns Tew in 


Oxfordshire she devoted herself 
to her garden and her family, 
her daughter Lady Susan de 
Meyer, and her deeply adored 
but* firmly supervised grand- 
children. Alexander and Flora. 
Esme Carlisle was beautiful, el- 



country in many 
ent ways. The terra noblesse 
oblige might have been coined 
to describe her. 

Brian Morris 

Esme Mary Shrubb IrcdclL pub- 
lic servant: bom 7 February 1914: 
secretary to Working Parties. Mu- 
seums and Galleries Commission 
1971-86, acting secretary to the 
Commission 19/6; married 1947, 
George, 11th Earl of Carlisle 
t died 1963: one daughter); died 
Adderburv, Oxfordshire 4 June 
1997. 


Jacques Canetti 


Marlene Dietrich had always re- 
fused to cut a record in French, 
until she had the good hide to 
encounter in Pans’ a great dis- 
coverer of musical talents, 
Jacques Canetti. 

He was a younger brother oi 

Elias Canetti, the Nobel 
prizewinner for literature in 
1981. But wbfle Elias went on 
to .to make a name as a writer 
in Austria, Germany and 
Britain, Jacques made his way 
from their home-town. Ruse in 
Bulgaria, to I^ris, where he spe- 
cialised in German studies at the 
Ecole des Hautes Etudes Com- 
merriales. After graduation, he 
entered the recording compa- 
ny Polydor in 1931, where be be- 
gan by sticking “labels with a 
hole” on the records, a task re- 
quiring more delicate preci- 
sion than might at firet be 
supposed- 

It was while engaged on this 
humble task that he met Diet- 
rich and charmed her into mak- 
ing her first record entirely in 
French. He was promoted, or- 
ganised sessions of le jazz-hot on 
the radio, and produced the first 
concerts by Duke Ellington and 
Louis Armstrong in Paris. But 
he also directed the recordings 
for Ravel’s Quatuor and Alban 
Berg’s State Lyritjue by the 
string quartet Galimir. 

Ia 1936 Canetti became artis- 
tic director at Radio-Cit£, de- 
termined to promote both 
classical music and jazz. His 
popular programme Le Music- 
hall dcsJeunes was the fust au- 
dience-participation venture on 
French radio, in which young 
talents were displayed and lis- 
teners were encouraged to 
phone in their votes for the best 
artist. 

Canetti’s first discovery in this 
way was Agnes Capri, a pupa of 
both Charles Duilm at the Ate- 
lier and of the Schola Canto- 
rum. The switchboard was 
flooded when Edith Piaf made 
her first transmission. He signed 
her up, and followed her 
with Charles Tfenet and Luci- 
enne Delyle. later famous for 
her nostalgic Parisian chansons 
like “ Sur les quais du vieux 
Paris''. 

Canetti’s enthusiasm for hot 
jazz as well as chanson led him 
to start writing for the British 
weekly the Melody Maker and to 
organise lours of Hot Jazz stars 
all over the United Kingdom. It 
was he who first introduced to 
Europe Cab Calloway and all 
the leading jazz instrumentalists 
and singers of the pre-war pe- 
riod. He became known as the 
Impresario of the Immortals. 

With the outbreak of war, 
Jacques Canetti became direc- 
tor of programmes at Radio- 
France Alger, and formed his 
first company of actors and 
chanson singers that toured all 
over North Africa and the Mid- 
dle East 

Among his stats were the 
great actress Franco isc Rosay 
and the comedian Pierre Dac. 
On his return to France in 
1947, he started the Theatre des 
Trois Baudets. a celebrated 
launching-pad for young singers 
in Pigalle. He began to spe- 
cialise in the direction of 


“author-composer-mteroreief 7 
performances, most of them 
signed up by him for Polydor- 
Philips, of which he became 

artistic director. 

It was at Les Trois Baudets 
that 1 heard my first chanson 
stars in the Jate 1940s - 
Georges Brassens, Jacques 


- GrSco, Guy B6ait, Jacqueline 
Frangois, Felix Lederc from 
C?tp»6* Other now-familiar 
names who appeared in that 
cabaret before it closed down, , 
to my chagrin, in I960, wer(| 
L£o FerrS, Les Fibres Basques, . 
Michel Legrand, Mofaloudji 
and Henri Salvador. - 

Canetti appears in books by 
or about some of these artists 
- in Juliette Gt6co.’s thijd- 
person autobiograpnyftgstfie, in 
Philippe Boggio’s immense b> 
ography of Boris Vian, in Jack- 
ie Ben-oyer's Rode 
diocoku blanc (with a richly ec- 
centric portrait of the maverick 
Jacques Higelin, whose 12 
Chansons d 'avani le d&uge was 
produced by Canetti) and many 
others. 

Canetti, volatile and hyper- 
active. found he could no longer 
bear the restraints of Potydo* fl 
and Philips, so he set up insompr 
reco rding company in 1963. for 
which he produced Jeanne 
Moreau’s first records, and the 
early work of Serge Reggrani, 
who is still making the best of 
an almost extinct voice on Pas- 
cal Sevnm’s afternoon televison 
show La Chance aux Chan- 
sons. in films directed by nis son. 
and maU the leading music-balls • 
of France. 

Canetti founded his Deques 
Canetti in order to accommo- 
date such undassifi able artists . 
of the chanson as Simone Sigfi 
noret mid Boris Vian. He hatf 
an uncanny flair for detecting 
hidden talent, and, once dis- 
covered, he never let them 
down. Cora Vaucaire raid- of 
him : “He never treated artists..' 
as if they were consumer pttojk 
ucts." He encouraged them # 
develop their gifts and person- 
alities, and consoled them when 
they flopped or had stage-frigfiL 
He also managed the careers of 
Maurice Chevalier and Yves 
Montand, organising highly suc- 
cessful tours for them both in 
France and abroad. 

His memoirs. On cherche 
jeune homme aimariliamusique 
(1978), are full of fascinating 
stories about the famous, and 
his “discoveries” have be«D- 
enshrined in two recent CDs 
devoted to chanson and com- 
edy. 'One of his stars, Guy 
Bdart, paid homage to his im- 
presario thus: “In the field of 
the chanson, he merited the 
same honours as his brother 
bad won for literature.” 

Certainly many of the sot®, 
promoted by Jacques Canetn 
have become immortal stan- 
dards of the French - and the 
international - musical scene. 

James Kirknp 

Jacques Canetti, musical direc- 
tor and impresario: bom Ruse, 
Bulgaria 30 May 1909; died 
Suresnes ( Hauts-de-Seine ), 
France 7 June 1997. 


Professor Peter Winch 


In his obituary of Peter Winch 
[3 June], Anthony Palmer stat- 
ed that Winch was Professor of 
Philosophy at King's College 
London from .1976, writes Paul 
Thornley. In fact Peter Winch 
held the (only) chair there 
throughout my undergraduate 
study in the Philosophy De- 
partment from 1972 to 1975 as 
well (and had interviewed me for 


entry in the autumn of 1971). 

Palmer expresses very well 
Winch’s insistence that a philo- 
sophical study of language must 
involve an examination of human 
society (I think he would have 
preferred “human life”); but he 
would also insist that an objec- 
tive study of language (or life or 
even logic) could not require 
terms and concepts quite alien 


to the context being examined - 
that such an investigation is not 
tainted by trying to understand 
the lives of others “from the in- 
side”. It is a delusion of language 
that we can make sense of lan- 
guage “externally”, and has 
nothing to do with the scientist's 
concern that the observation of 
3 process may interfere with what 
is being measured. 


Over many years of contact. 
I only remember one occasion 
when Peter Winch expressed any 
diffidence about his early work 
The Idea of a Social Science and 
that was at a seminar outside 
London. I believe that he saw the 
seeds of his later work within the 
book, however clumsily ex- 
pressed, and simply wanted to 
protect an opportunity for fruit- 


ful discussion from the stereo- 
typical comments of those who 
(mew nothing else of his writings 
or teaching. 

Within the department he 
set a very fine example of intel- 
lectual honesty, and of taking the 
subject seriously. When on this 
home territoiy, he trusted him- 
self and his students to follow 
wherever the argument went 


and was not in the least defen- 
sive of set positions. He always 
aimed to do philosophy when 
giving lectures, not to present fin- 
ished and polished efforts (and 
here he gave thanks to the in- 
spiring example of Rush Rhees. 
who held a visiting post at the 
college for some of this period). 

Pn >fcssor Winch offered sup- 
port, encouragement and a 


framework of questioning for 
his students, whose interests 
were as diverse as the history of 
art and mathematics. If he had 
something of a reputation for 
prickliness in the circles of aca- 
demic philosophy, we knew 
that it stemmed entirely from his 
fierce concern that the subject 
mattered and should be taken 
seriously. 


Demonstrations of erudition 
and verbal subtlety were not al- 
lowed to be passed off as depth 
of thinking. The gesture with 
clenched fingers and grinding of 
teeth with which he would re- 
spond to some clumsy (or dex- 
trous) skating across the airfare 
of an important topic 
known to us, affectionately, 
a “winch”. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

SKINNER: Edward Jonathan Oueniin. 
suddenly, in London, on 0 June. 
Much- loved son of Joy and Jimmy 
Skinner and brother of Catherine. 
Sarah and Stephen. Memorial service 
at Si Paul's. Knighlsbridse, 4pm. 
Tucsdav | Julv. Enquiries to J.H. 
Kenyon. 0171-229 3S10. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be 
telephoned lo 0171-293 2011 or Cued 
to 0171-293 2010. and are char ged at 
£«L50 B line |VAT extra). OTHER 
Gazette atuKrancCBicnl5 mast be sub- 
mitted in writing lor faxed) and are 
charged at £10 a line. VAT extra. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Qdcm Mother rtvu SmUh&ld Marled 
Md has lundieon ji Botcher.' HalL London 
Ec l TOc IMnca! Rojni. Pairvrv KnyaiCal- 
KBC *11 Anaeslicibqs. alien* the Diplo- 
nalLi. Ceremony, to be formally nt-qafled a 
Patron nf ihc College at ibc Institute nl Ed- 
iKainxi. and aturnraids vtan Ibc Roval Cot- 
« gc nt- AnadlwtlMv, Lonihin WC1; as 
CtadccOnr. London Unncrsty. attend: ibe 
Wh Anniversary of the Inaiiute of Ad- 
S,U|J »*- Charts Ctonr Home. 

E umn - Am®#*™ 

CTu h‘ '■‘"■’t ' 1 New Hlhnni 

‘ U,u Cnmnmnity Cenue. 

Union 
Democracy Pn>- 
nxt. undonSE.. WiwwMraKi.PDUwL 
Northern Ballet Theme, attend* a Gab ftr. 
fomum* ijl DmaiU at the Grand Theatre. 
Uv-iK iBtlfob or tad a runic a private prt- 
vk* ul ibc CitosvcncT Fine Arts and Aatkjaes 
Fair. London W I. 

Changing of the Guard 
Thu Household Caraln honied Segment 
mount* the Owen's Life Guard at Hone 
(Awards. 1 lorn: Nijmesoi CuONiQ'Grcnadn 
Guard- mounts ihc Ourcn's ( ward, at 

m^bMk. Iljnim.tanlprovkkdtwtiic 
Sort, Gun^ 


Birthdays 

Miss Diana AzmSeld, pointer. 77; Mr 
John Ac pimfl, casino and zoo own- 
er. 71; Mr Janies Bostodc. painter and 
engraver, 80; Mr Michael Cacoyan- 
nis. film and stage director, 75; Lord 
Cam eron of Lodibrocrm, a Senator 
of the CdOcge of Justice in Scotland, 
former Lord Advocate, 66: M 
Jacques- Yves Cousteau, undersea ex- 
plorer, 87; Miss Lindsey de Paul, 
singer and composer. 47: Mr John 
Dyson, cricketer. 43; Sir Anthony 
Evans, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 63; 
Sir Marcus Fox, former MP, 70; Mr 
Athol Fugard, actor, director and 
playwright, 65; Vice-Admiral Sir 
Robert Gerken, former chairman, 
Plymouth Development Corpora- 
tion, 65; Dame Beryl Grey, former 
prima ballerina, 70; Mr Dtmdas 
Hamilton, former chairman, Wales 
City of London Properties, 7& Mis 
Rachael Heyfaoe Flint, journalist, 
broadcaster and cricketer, 58; Mr 
Alan Howarth MP, Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary. Education and 
Employment, 53; Mr Hugh Laurie, 
actor, 38; Mr Paul Mellon, former 
president, Washington National 
Gallery of Art, 90; Mr Michael Mey- 
er, novelist and translator, 76; Miss 
Jenny Pitman, racehorse trainer, 51; 
Mr John Shakespeare, diplomat. 67; 
Mr Jackie Stewart, champion raring 
driver, 58; Mr Richard Todd, actor, 
78; Sir Gerard Vaughan, former 
government minister, 74; Mr 
Gene Wilder, actor, 62; General 
Sri Michael Wilkes, Lieutenant- 
Governor and Commander-m-ChkC 
Jersey, 57. 

Anniversaries 

Births Ben Jonson, playwright, 15C; 
George Withers, poet and pam- 
phleteer, 1588; John Constable, 
PttrtCT, 1776; Hablot Knight Browne 
f p hiz. J, artist and illustrator. 1815; 
"“nano Jose Maria Bernardo For- 
«uay. painter. I83S; Carl vtm 1^. 


chemist and engineer, 1842; Dame 
MSiicenr Garrett Fawcetl, women’s 
rights campaigner, 1847; Mrs 
Humphry Ward (Mary Augusta 
Arnold), novelist. 1851; Richard 
Strauss, composer, 1864; Bert Lee, 
popular composer, 1880. Deaths: 
James ITL King of Scotland, assas- 
sinated 1488: Sir Krnelm Digby, 
diplomat and writer, 1665; Clemens 
Weazel Lothar, Prince Metteraich- 
Winneburg, statesman. 1859; Sir 
James Brooke, raja of Sarawak, 
1868; King Alexander and Queen 
Drag? of Serbia, assassinated at Bel- 
grade 1903; Sir Frank (Francois 
Guillaume) Brangwyn, artist, 1956; 
John Wayne (Marion Michael Mor- 
rison), actor, 1979. On this day: 
James IV became King of Scotland, 
1488; King Henry VUI was married 

to Catherine of Aragon, 1509: 
Micbiel de Ruyier, Dutch naval 
commander, defeated the English 
Admiral George Monde, 1666; the 
Covenanters were victorious at the 
Battle of Drumdog against the Roy- 
al troops under Q aver house, 1679: 
James, Duke of Monmouth, landed 
at Lyme Regis. Dorset, to seize the 
British throne. 1685: George □ was 
proclaimed King of GreaL Britain, 
17Z7: aH members perished arthe ex- 
pedition under Sir John Franklin to 
End (be North West Passage, 1847; 
tbe Evening Standard newspaper was 
first published, I860; ibe Norwegian 
parliament granted universal suffrage 
to women, 1913; the hast Empress of 
Britain was launched at Clydebank, 
1930; the Disarmament Conference 
at Geneva ended in failure. 1934; at 
the 24-hour motor race at Le Mass, 
France, 82 spectators were killed 

when a Car skidded off the track and 
exploded, 1955; ibc first oil from the 
British North Sea oilfields was 
pumped ashore, 1975; the London 
production of tbe musical show flar- 
num opened. 1981. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Barnabas the Apos- 
tle. Saints Felix and Fortunatus. St 
Parishs and Si Paula FrasinetiL 



Lectures 

National Gallery: Lynda Stephens. 
“Pictures in Pictures fii); follower of 
Massys, Saint Luke Painting the l Ir- 
gin and Child ”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: David 
Huckvalc. “The Development of 
Keyboard Instruments", 2.30pm: 
Gill Saunders. “Public and Private: 
women's lives in ISih-century art", 
7.15pm (tickets required). 

Tate Gallery: Julie Summers, “Hen- 
ry Moore: the release of form from 
tbe Nock". 1pm. 

Institute of Economic Affairs. Lon- 
don SW1: William Bratton, “Zero 
Tolerance: policing in a rice sodety", 
fiJOpm. 

Modern Law Review (held in the 
Shaw Library, London School of 
Economics. London WC2): Judge 
Antonio Cassesc. “Reflections on In- 
ternational Criminal Justice''. 6pm. 

Dinners 

United Oxford and 
Cambridge University Club 
Pieter van der Merwe, Head of Pub- 
lications, National Maritime Muse- 
um. was the principal speaker at a 
dinner held yesterday evening ai the 
United Oxford and Cambridge Uni- 
versity Club. London SWI. His sub- 
ject was “Cape St Vincent - Nelson's 
Patent Bridge". Mr Bruce Williams. 
Chairman of the Club, presided. 

Royal Society of 
Medicine 

Dr Robert Buckman delivered the 
Royal Society of Medicine's Stevens 
Lecture for the Laity yesterday 
evening in the Society's House, Lon- 
don Wl. cm the subject: “Why are we 
so afraid of canecrT Mr P.RScturr. 
Vice-President of the Society, ac- 
companied by Mrs Schurr. received 
the guests at a reception and dinner 
held afterwards. 


Delay alone is not reason to refuse relief 


Regins v Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board, ex parte A; 
Court of Appeal ( Lord Justice 
Simon Brown, Lord Justice Peter 
Gibson and Sir (ain Glide-well) 

16 May 1997 

On the hearing of a substantive 
application for judicial review 
where leave had been granted, 
the court could not refuse re- 
lief on the basis of undue de- 
lay in bringing the proceedings, 
in the absence of hardship, 
prejudice or detriment to the re- 
spondent or a third party. 

The applicant had applied 
for aimpensaiion to the Crim- 
inal Injuries Compensation 
Board, claiming that she had 
been raped and buggered in the 
course of a burglary. Her ap- 
plication was refused following 
an oral hearing. Evidence of a 
doctor, who had examined the 
applicant after her complaint 
was made, was not made avail- 
able to the Board. Instead the 
Board relied on the evidence 
of ihc police officer who had 
laken the applicant lo Ihe doc- 
tor. which was unintentionally 
misleading. 

Leave lo move for judicial re- 
view was applied for and grant- 
ed 10 months after the Board 
had given written reasons for 
its decision, the doctor’s notes 
having eventually been ob- 
tained. Fopplcweil J heard the 
substantive application for ju- 
dicial review and found that the 
Board should have adjourned 
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the hearing for the report to be 
obtained. He went on. howev- 
er. to find that there had been 
undue delay in bringing (be 
proceedings, that there was 
no good reason for extending 
time, and that accordingly no 
relief would be granted. 
Nicholas Blake QC and Elizabeth 
Wrodcmfi (Milter Paris. Worthing) for 
the applicant: Michael Kent QC 
(Treasury Solicitor) for the Board. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said lhat it was sought to im- 
pugn the Board's decision on 
two grounds: that the Board 
had acted unfair^, first in not 
of its own initiative obtaining 
the doctor's report or ad- 
journing so that it could be ob- 
tained; and secondly in relying 
on the police officer’s evidence 
about the medical examination. 

The first and main issue 
arising on the appeal was 
whether, ahsem hardship, prej- 
udice or detriment, it was open 
to Lhe court on the hearing of 
the substantive judicial review 
mol ion. for which leave had 
been granted, lo dismiss lhe 
challenge on lhe ground of un- 
due delay. 

That was dearly an issue of 
considerable general impor- 
tance. which had only previ- 
ously been the subject of a 
decision a I firsl instance, in R 


v Tavistock General Commis- 
sion, exp Worth [19S5] STC 564, 
later approved obiter by Evans 
LJ in Ptittcrson v London Bor- 
ough of Greenwich (1993) 26 
HLR 159. 

It was necessary to keep in 
mind Ihe two legislative provi- 
sions governing delay: RSC 
Order 52 rule 4, and section 31 
of the Supreme Court Act 
1981. Quite different ques- 
tions arose with regard to de- 
lay depending on whether the 
point was raised at the leave 
stage or ai the substantive 
hearing. 

At the leave stage the ques- 
tion was whether there was 
good reason for extending time 
and allowing the substantive ap- 
plication to be made. At the 
substantive hearing, however, 
the question was whether, in a 
case where there was initially 
undue delay, the merits of the 
challenge should be overriden 
by the hardship, prejudice or 
detriment that would result 
from the grant of relief. It fol- 
lowed that Worth had been 
wrongly decided and that Pop- 
plewell J had erred in dismiss- 
ing the present challenge on 
grounds of delay. 

Turning to ihe substantive 
grounds of the challenge, the 
applicant's submission that the 
Board themselves were under 


a duty to obtain the doctor's re- 
port must be rejected, other- 
wise such a duty would arise in 
every sexual case. Equally it was 
impossible to conclude in the 
present case that the Board 
should have adjourned the 
hearing. 

The applicant’s second sub- 
mission was that the present 
case came within the principle, 
established in a longiine of cas- 
es culminating in R v Bolton Jus- 
tices, ex p ScaOy [1991] 1 OB 
537, that there might be 
grounds for judicial review 
even though there had been no £ 
error or misconduct cm the part 
of the tribunal itself when un- 
fairness m the proceedings jo- 
suited from some failure on the 
prosecutor’s part, in the ab- 
sence of fraud or dishonesty. 

It was argued that the police 
ought to be regarded as acting 
in relation to the Board's pro- 
cedures in a role akin to that 
of a prosecutor before a coven- 
tional tribunal The critical 
distinction, however, between 
the present case and the 
Scatty cases was in the respec- 
tive nature of the processes be- 
ing undertaken. 

The applicant had there- 
fore failed to make good either 
ground of her substantive cbal- Lg 
lenge with the result that her -~ 
appeal must fafl, albeit for 
very different reasons to those 
given by Popplewell J. 

Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Commercial 
Union to slash 
costs by £100m 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR: JEREMY WARNER 


Tom Stevenson 

Financial Editor 


Commercial Union unveiled a 
£100m cost-cutting programme 
yesterday in a bid to face down 
the growing threat from the 
direct telephone insurers. 
Acknowledging that it needed 
to raise its game in an increas- 
ingly cut-throat market, the 
group promised it could push 
through the improvements with 
no compulsory redundancies. 

Analysts welcomed CU's 
attempt to catch up with new en- 
trants lo the general insurance 
market but questioned the lack 
of detail provided by the com- 
pany. They said management 
was unclear who would benefit 
from the cost improvements 
and said there was a concern that 
the savings would be eaten up by 
the lower premiums needed to 
maintain market share. 

The company said yesterday 
it would deliver “significant 
added value" but refused to 
break down bow much of the 
savings would go to customers 
in the form of better prices, how 
much would be reinvested in the 
businesses, and how much share- 
holders would sec in higher 
profits. 

Peter Rice, a director of the 
general insurance arm, said 


yesterday the measures would 
slash CU's ratio of expenses to 
premium income by cutting 
£40m from the cost of dealing 
with claims, generating a simi- 
lar saving from better manage- 
ment and a further £20m from 
more profitable underwriting. 

He said CU had been work- 
ing on the programme, dubbed 
“market orientation", for the 
past two years. The proposed 
changes, which would rely on 
natural wastage to reduce staff 
numbers, were agreed with 
unions. About 1,000 of CU’s 
5,500 staff leave each year. 

Analysts said the moves were 
CU’s response to a fast chang- 
ing insurance market that has 
seen new entrants such as 
Direct Line attack the tradi- 
tional players' markets with the 
benefit of lower cost bases and 
more efficient systems. 

General insurance, which in- 
cludes commercial, household 
and car insurance, has seen 
tough com petition for several 
years, with insurers desperate to 
find new ways of winning new 
customers and squeezing profit 
from businesses struggling with 
persistently low premium rates. 

The changes, analysts said, 
reflected a realisation by the in- 
dustry that insurance companies 
were regarded by the stock 


market as poorly managed busi- 
nesses and rated accordingly. 
Although CU is considered to 
be one of the best managed 
businesses in the industry, it ad- 
mitted yesterday that continu- 
ing to do things in the same way 
was not an option. 

Mr Rice said the £40m of sup- 
ply chain savings would be 
achieved by aggregating a scries 
of small changes. These would 
involve better systems to pre- 
vent overpayment of claims, 
better purchasing of replace- 
ment goods such as carpets 
and white goods, and better 
partnership area ngements with 
loss adjusters. Litigation is to be 
consolidated into a small num- 
ber of offices. 

He said, however, that there 
were no plans to copy Royal & 
Sun Alliance by outsourcing the 
handling of cl aims on its house- 
hold account. 

Andy Homer, managing di- 
rector of the UK general in- 
surance business, added: "We're 
(tying to drive out the wasted 
cost that's built into an indus- 
try that does a lot of its trans- 
actions by paper." 

The reorganisation also en- 
tails changing the head office 
into nine new business units 
which focus on different areas 
of the market. 



Slipping: Commercial Union has seen tough competition from direct insurers for household business in recent years 


National Grid 
wins appeal 
on pensions 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

( * The privatised electricity com- 
- panics breathed a huge sigh of 
relief yeslerday after National 
Grid and National Power un- 
expectedly won their appeal 
against a ruling by the Pensions 
Ombudsman which would have 
forced the industry to hand 
back more than £lbn to its pen- 
sions funds. 

The two National Grid pen- 
sioners who began the fight 
over pensions surpluses. David 
Laws and Reg Mayes, imme- 
diately pledged to appeal 
against the High Court ruling. 
But it was unclear last night 
whether Trustees of the Grid's 
pensions fund would agree to 
continue funding the pension- 
ers through an appeaf. 

Mr Laws said he was “bitterly 
disappointed" by the ruling of 
Mr Justice Robert Walker, who 
argued that the Ombudsman. 
Dr Julian Fareand, had “mis- 
understood" the law when he 
told the Grid to pay back a 
£46m surplus removed from the 
fund after a valuation in 1992. 
The Grid had divided up a 
£62_3m surplus, giving 30 per 
cent to pensioners in enhanced 
benefits and using the rest to 
fund improved redundancy 
terms. 

“Jf we get funding we'Jl 
appeal. The fact the judge has 
given us leave to appeal says a 
tot. It’s taken us four years to 
get this far and we'w got a good 
case. It was not right for the 
Grid to use the surplus as a pot 

of gold," Mr Laws said. 

National Power had joined 
the ease in a pre-emptive move 
to avoid paying back about 
£250m to its fund, part of a 
£377m surplus identified in 
1992 and 1995. Most power 
. companies used surpluses to 
help pay for big redundancy 


programmes, with National 
Power's workforce dropping 
from 16,273 in 1991 to 5,139 in 
1995. 

The Ombudsman s landmark 
ruling argued the Grid acted 
unlawfully in using the sur- 
plus, a move specifically out- 
lawed by the scheme's rules. 
But the judge said the Grid's ac- 
tions were “reasonable and 
proper", drawing on another 
paragraph in the rules which 
said it was the company's 
responsibility to deal with 
surpluses. 

Mr Justice Walker added: 
“His directions were, as i have 
held, based on a misunder- 
standing of the terms of the 
scheme and of the employer's 
duties in dealing with surplus.” 

However, the judge admitted 
that much of the law on sur- 
pluses depended on often 
subtle wording of scheme rules. 
Mr Justice Walker said it was 
of “real public concern" that 
very large amounts of cash 
depended on arguments “about 
how many angels can stand on 
the point of a needle". 

Mr Laws and Mr Mayes 
were partly funded by the 
scheme's trustees while the 
Ombudsman declined to ap- 
pear in court. But both the 
trustees and electricity unions 
had supported the company’s 
position. The Grid is now ex- 
pected to “advise” the trustees 
not to pay for an appeal. “It 
would be illogical. The judg- 
ment is quite clear," said a 
source close the company. 

Solicitors for National Pow- 
er pensioners were also con- 
sidering an appeal. Angela 
Dimsdale Gilt, from Lovell 
White Durrani, said the ruling 
went beyond the electricity 
industry and could be a “green 
light" to other companies with 
large surpluses. 

Comment, page 25 


CBI calls for Brown to raise taxes by £2bn 


Nfichael Harrison 


Interest rates will need to rise 
by a further percentage point to 
7.5 per cent unless the Chan- 
cellor Gordon Brown increas- 
es personal taxes by £2bn in the 
forthcoming Budget, the Con- 
federaton of British Jndustiy 
warned yesterday. 

In its Budget submission, the 
employers' organisation said 
that a small fiscal tightening was 
necessary to keep inflation in 
check but that this should not 
be at the expense of business. 


Adair Turner. Director-gen- 
eral of the CBI, said that unless 
action was taken to slow the 
growth in spending then the 
economy risked a return lo the 
“boom and bust" of the past. 

“However, we are cautious 
about relying solely on interest 
rates to curb demand since 
that could drive sterling up at 
a time when (he high pound is 
already hurting the UK's export 
performance." 

If taxes were to go up. then the 
increases should fall on individ- 
uals, not businesses, be said. 


Although an extra penny on 
tax would raise £2.1bn and be 
enough to satisfy the CBI, 
Labour fought the election on 
a pledge that the basic and high- 
er rate of tax would not go up. 

The CBI said the Chancellor 
would need to look hard at the 
remaining options - allowances, 
national insurance. VAT and 
excise duties. It opposes any cuts 
in basic tax allowances, the 
abolition of Miras, reduced re- 
liefs on PER* or Tessas and high- 
er duties on petrol, alcohol or 
tobacco. 


But it suggested that the 
Chancellor could raise a large 
amount of the £2bn by limiting 
personal tax reliefs to the basic 
rate of tax rather than the 
ter rate. 

le most widely touted cor- 
porate tax change is a further 
restriction on or even the abo- 
lition of tax credits oh dividends, 
a move that would raise some 
£4bn. But the CBI warned that 
this would be counterproductive 
as it would cut funds available 
for investment and reduce the 
actuarial value of pension funds. 


triggering higher dividend pay- 
ments to tax-exempt funds or in- 
creased employer contributions. 

The CBI said that, though it 
remained opposed to the wind- 
fall tax because it was retro- 
spective, arbitrary and unfair, it 
accepted the tax would go 
ahead and agreed with the pur- 
pose lo which the money would 
be pul - retraining the long- 
term unemployed. But it said 
the Government must set out 
clearly who would pay, how 
much would be raised and how 
the tax would be levied. 



Amersham to control APB 


US utility 
set to 
take over 
Energy 
Group 

Michael Harrison 


New job: Bill Castell will 
become chairman 


Sameena Ahmad 

Amersham and Pharmacia & 
Upjohn, the US-Swiss group, 
yesterday announced the full 
terms of the merger of their life 
sciences divisions into the 
world's biggest biotechnology 
supply business and have 
agreed to prepare the joint 
venture for flotation by ZOtXI. 
The new business, called' Amer- 
sham Pharmacia Biotech, will 
have annual sales of £43flm, 
3.b00 staff world-wide and 
combined research spending 
of around £40m a year. 

News of the deal was wel- 
comed by investors, driving 
Amersham s shares up by 


1312»p to an all-time high of 
£14.82. The closing price values 
Amersham at £S74m. 

Fears that the UK group 
would not win control of the 
new company proved ground- 
less. Amersham will own 55 per 
cent and retains full control of 
the company's board, with Bill 
Caste)], chief executive, ap- 
pointed as APB's chairman, 
and Ron Long, managing di- 
rector of Amersham Life' Sci- 
ences. becoming chief executive 
of the new group. As well us the 
flotation, Amersham has the op- 
tion lo buy out the remaining 
stake in the company. 

Mr Castell said the deal gave 
the group critical mass in high- 


growth markets such as ge- 
nomics and gene sequencing. 
He expected to save around 
£30m in the deaf's third year 
from a 10 per cent cut in the 
workforce and reduction in op- 
erating costs at Pharmacia. He 
s:iid the deal would be eamings- 
enhancing in its first year. 

Analysts were divided about 
whether the deal would imme- 
diately enhance earnings, but 
said the strategy was right and 
the scope for cost savings was 
substantial. Nigel Barnes at 
Merrill Lynch said the savings 
would come through the job 
cuts and improvement in oper- 
ating margins at Pharmacia, 
which spends around 57 per 


cent of its revenues on admin- 
istration compared to 42 per 
cent at Amersham. 

“This deal makes a great 
deal of strategic sense and it 
should be earnings enhancing. 
The Pharmacia business has 9 
per cent margins compared to 
24 per cent at Amersham. 
There is plenty more fat to go 
from Pharmacia." he said. 

The details came as Amer- 
sham announced pre-tax profits 
up 30 per cent lo £66m in the 
year to the end of March. The 
increase reflected a sharp rise 
in healthcare profits as the sale 
of prostrate cancer products 
soared. The dividend total is 
22p, up 22 per cent. 


Energy Group, the electricity 
and coal producer that was 
demerged from Hanson earli- 
er this year, is set to be taken 
over for£3.6bn by the giant LIS 
utility PacifiCorp. 

In a brief statement to the 
Stock Exchange last night 
Energy Group, which owns 
Eastern Electricity and the US 
coal producer Peabody, dis- 
closed that it was in talks that 
could lead to a recommended 
offer from PacifiCorp at a 20 per 
cent premium to yesterday’s 
closing price. 

The statement, released after 
the close of the stock market, 
was made at the insistence of the 
Takeover Panel and followed a 
sharp rise in the company’s 
share price in the last few days. 
Energy Group dosed 16p up Iasi 
night 3t 580p, compared with a 
low for the year of 466p. 

If the oner goes ahead it 
would be the first big test of the 
Labour Government's attitude 
towards a takeover of a regional 
electricity company by an over- 
seas utility. Six of the 12 Rees 
are already owned by US power 
companies and Eastern would 
make a seventh. 

Apart from owning Eastern, 
which Hanson bought for 
£2.5bo in August. 1995, and 
Peabody, Energy Group is also 
Britain's fourth biggest elec- 
tridty producer with a 12 per 
cent share of the generating 
market. 

PacifiCorp is one of the 
biggest utilities in the US with 
a market capitalisation of S6bn 
(£3.7bn). Based in Portland, 
Oregon, it supplies electricity in 
seven western states and also 
owns a telecoms company. 
Pacific Telecom, serving 10 
states in the west of the US. 

The US utility was linked with 
several rumoured takeovers of 
regional electricity companies 
during the bid frenzy that has 
seen most of the sector change 
ownership in the last two years 
but it never actually made an 
offer. 

Energy Group was spun off 
in February -the last of the four 
divisions of Hanson to be de- 
merged - and is listed in both 
London and New York. It made 
operating profits of £466m on 
sales of £3.8bn in the year to 
September 1996. 

Since the demerger it has ac- 
quired the US electricity trad- 
ing company Citizens Power, 
which is based in Boston, for 
£75m. 

PacifiCorp employs 12,000 
and earned $505m in net in- 
come on revenues of S4 Jbn in 
1996. 

Talks between the two com- 
panies are being led by Energy 
group’s executive chairman, 
Derek Bonham, and Fred 
Buckman. president and chief 
operating officer of PacifiCorp. 
Energy Group is being advised 
by Lazards and Morgan Stan- 
ley and PacifiCorp's advisers arc 
Goldman Sachs, which advised 
Eastern on its £2.5bn sale to 
Hanson in 1995. 

Comment, page 25 


US share surge boosts Footsie 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Share prices in London reached 
a new peak yesterday following 
an early surge in shares across 
the Atlantic. Analysts predict- 
ed further a dvanc es to come 
now that rhe FTSE 100 index 
has passed the latest psycho- 
logical barrier of 4,700. 

It ended nearly 53 points high- 
er at 4.739.6. easily beating the 
previous all-time high set on 16 
May in post-election euphoria. 


In the US, the Dow Jones in- 
dex was S6 points higher at 7.565 
by late morning, following the 
new records set on Friday and 
Monday. The Dow has gained 
more than UKX) points thisyear. 

By contrast, slock markets in 
continental Europe were quiet 
and flat as investors decided to 
wait and see what becomes of 
prospects for the single currency 
as a result of the new hurdles 
thrown up by the French gov- 
ernment this week. Shares in 
Paris suffered slightly more. 


the CAC 40 index closing 22 
points lower at 2.664.18. 

Paul O'Connor, an equity 
strategist at BZW, said the 
biggest reason for London's ad- 
vance yesterday was the rise in 
Vfell StrceL Bui he added: "A lot 
of people are ratal ing out of the 
continental European markets, 
at least in the short term." 

Will Street has been boost- 
ed by the diminishing fears 
that the Federal Reserve will 
raise interest rates again when 
it meets in July. In particular. 


figures on Friday showed that 
the increase in non-farm em- 
ployment last month was. at 
138.000, far lower than expect- 
ed. The figures suggested thal 
the US economy is sustaining its 
astonishing mix of buoyant 
growth and low inflation. 

Although Will Street was the 
main explanation for yesterday's 
soaring share prices in London, 
they are also expected to be 
supported by this year's huild- 
ing society flotations. 

Market report, page 27 
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Scottish 
Media buys 
Grampian 

for £ 105 m 


WEDNESDAY II 


tttwb 7.097 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Cathy Newman 

Scottish Media Group yesterday 
announced a £105m deal to buy 
Grampian Television, height- 
ening expectations that the few 
remaining independent Chan- 
nel 3 companies, such as HTy 
would be taken over before the 
end of the year. 

Scottish, which offered 
Grampian shareholders cash 
or new Scottish Media shares, 
will make substantial cost sav- 
ings- City analysts suggested 
that up to 50 jobs may go from 
Grampian's workforce of 200. 

Scottish would not confirm 
the number of redundancies 
and said the formation of a Scot- 
tish Parliament would create job 
opportunities as the company 
would set up studios in Edin- 
burgh. 

Calum MacLeod, non-exec- 
utive chairman of Grampian, 
and Donald Waters, chief ex- 
ecutive of Grampian, will join 
the Scottish board. Mr Waters 
will continue in his current ca- 
pacity until his retirement at the 
end of the year. It is thought he 
will not be replaced. 

Scottish is to transfer ail its 


programme production to 
Grampian’s Aberdeen studios, 
amove which will cut overheads 
by reducing the group’s de- 
pendence on freelance and ex- 
ternal facilities. 

_ Andrew Flanagan, ma n a g in g 
director, said the deal would 
provide advertising synergies be- 
tween the two companies. He 
said: “We needed to get to- 
gether to compete for adver- 
tisers on a pan-Scotland basis.” 

Of Lhe five independently 
owned Chan n el 3 broadcasters, 
Yoikshire-Tyne Tees Television 
is likely to be swallowed up by 
Granada Group after the two 
coufinned on Monday they 
were in talks about a merger. A 
deal is expected in a few weeks. 

HTVs share price leapt lOp 
to 316.5p yesterday on City ex- 
pectations that United News & 
Media would launch a bid by the 
end of the year. According to 
Henderson Crosthwaite, Unii- 
edj which already has a 29 per 
cent stake in HTV, would pay 
around 420p a share for the 
company. 

Lord Hollick’s company is 
forbidden from paying less than 
that until October, a year after 


Grampian 


1997 


How the iTV map has changed since the fast franchises were awarded 


1993 

k 


Ulster 

Television ^ Border 


Granada 

Granada Group 


ampanles 

Kmsrty STV) 

□Granada Group 

□YodasWre-Tyna Tees Television in 
Ms wBhQanaft Group 

MCartton CommunteatfaB 

H United News & Media 


Tyne Tees/Yorkshire 

Teas 


Grampian 
Scottish Media 
Group 




Central 

Central Television 

HTV 

HTV Group 

Westcowrtry 
Westcounby 
Television 


Channel 

Channel islands # 
Ccmmuntadjons 


-LWTHoWtaflS 


Granada 
Granada Group 


Central: — — 
Carlton 

Corranunicafions 

HIV < 

HTV Group 2 

Westcountry 

Cation 

Communlcafons ; 


Channel 

enamel Islands 
Communications 


TpeTees/YorfcMre 

YorteWra-TyneTees. 


Anjjfia 

United News 


gw . Meridian 
United News .4 Media. 


LWT 

Granada Group 


it upped its stoke in HTV at a 
cost of 420p a share. 

United may act swiftly to 
prevent other predators talcing 
an interest. Although Carlton 
Communications would have 
difficulty taking control of HTV 
while United continues to hold 
a stake, it has established an 
ideal platform fora takeover of 
HTV with its purchase last year 
of Westcounby Television. 

While analysts said United 


could not afford to tread water 
for too long, they believed it may 
wait for the Independent Tele- 
vision Commission's decision cm 
licence renewal before swoop- 
ing. HTV pays the Treasury a 
hefty annual fee of £Z2ra ana is 
likely to be granted a reduction 
which would affect its market 
value. 

Analysts said a purchase of 
HTV would leave Border Tele- 
vision as easy prey for either 


Scottish or Granada, although 
Mr Flanagan said yesterday 
Scottish would prefer to expand 
by acquiring regional newspa- 
pers. 

He said that while Border was 
“not a perfect bedfellow” and 
that all ITV companies were 
“healthily priced", there were 
significant opportunities in oth- 
er media markets, and beyond 
Scotland. 

Derek Temngton, media an- 


Severn to continue rebates despite tax threat 


Michael Harrison 

Severn Trent, the privatised 
water company, yesterday re- 
jected the option of making 
householders pay for the wind- 
fall tax, saying it remained com- 
mitted to “benefit sharing" 
between customers and share- 
holder^. 

The company pledged to 
continue with its five-year pro- 
gramme of rebates, worth ££>.50 
a year, irrespective of the levy 


to be imposed by the Chancel- 
lor, Gordon Brown, in his first 
Budget next month. 

At the same time, Severn 
Trent said it intended to increase 
the payout to shareholders by 
reducing dividend cover to two 
times earnings. It also con- 
firmed it would seek authority 
at its annual meeting next 
month to complete the buyback 
of 10 per cent of its shares, hav- 
ing repurchased 5.6 per cent of 
its share capital last December. 


Earlier this week, Hyder, the 
owner of Welsh Water and 
South Wiles Electricity, said it 
might have to scrap customer 
rebates and discretionary 
spending on its network if the 
windfall tax was too high. 

However, Vic Cbcker, chief 
executive of Severn, said yes- 
terday it remained firmly com- 
mitted to benefit sharing, 
believing this was in the best in- 
terests of shareholders. 

He was speaking as Severn 


announced a 5 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits before excep- 
tional charges last year to 
£391m and a 13 per cent in- 
crease in the dividend for the 
year to 36.5p. The group also 
disclosed it had reduced its 
leakage rates by a third to 16 per 
cent a year, ahead of the 
timetable agreed with the in- 
dustry regulator, Ofwat. 

Exceptional charges includ- 
ed £2Gm in redundancy costs at 
(he main regulated water and 


sewage business, where the 
workforce fell by 1,100 to 5,650 
in the year, and £4.5m of costs 
incurred through Severn's failed 
bid for South West Wuer. 

The company said capital in- 
vestment, at £412m, had ex- 
ceeded after-tax profits from its 
regulated business by £95. 6m 
while its unregulated business- 
es, principally the Biffa waste di- 
vision, were responsible for 
nearly half of last year's profits 
growth. 


Despite a lack of rain and in- 
creased water loss through 
evaporation caused by climat- 
ic changes, Severn was confident 
it would not have to impose re- 
strictions on water supply. 

Following the blocking of its 
bid for South Wfest Water by the 
Monopolies & Mergers Com- 
mission, Severn said it intend- 
ed to concentrate on a 
combination of organic growth 
and small to medium-sized ac- 
quisitions. 


Jarvis in talks 

to buy third 
railway group 


afyst at Teather & Greenwood, 
said Scottish was playing down 
talks of expansion within the ter- 
restrial television sector. “Scot- 
tish wants to complete the set 
by buying Border," he said. 

The Labour MP for Ab- 
erdeen Central, Frank Doran, 
yesterday urged Margaret Beck- 
ett, the President of the Board 
of Trade, to refer the Scottish 
deal to the Monopolies & 
Mergers Commission. 


Nfeel Cope 

City Correspondent 

Jarvis, the construction group 
which has seen its shares soar 
following its move into railway 
maintenance, said yesterday it 
was in discussions which may or 
may not lead to a “substantial" 
acquisition. Though the com- 
pany declined to identify its tar- 
get, City speculation settled on 
Fastline, another railway main- 
tenance company, as the likely 
candidate. 

It would be Jarvis's third 
railway deal in little more than 
a year. The shares, which rose 
five-fold last year, edged an- 
other 5p higher to 296_5p. 


be worth around £60m __ 
would require a major rights is- 
sue, possibly of around £40m. 
Jarvis said it hoped to make an 
announcement shortly. 

Fastline was formed through 
a management buy-out 15 
months ago from the former 
British Rail business. 

Its acquisition by Jarvis would 
be seen a positive move for the 
once-struggling construction 
company. 

Two years ago Jarvis was a 
struggling loss maker with a 
share price of just 20p- But its 
fortunes have been transformed 
since its £9m acquisition last 
year of Northern Infrastructure 
(Nimco), one of seven busi- 
nesses that carries out mainte- 
nance contracts for raO network 
opera tor Rail track. Nimco has 
sales of around £140m largely 
generated from guaranteed 
RaO track contracts. The other 
infrastructure ' maintenance 
companies have been snapped 
up by the likes of Balfour 
Beatty. Amey and Amec. 

Last month Jarvis paid £4 .9m 
for a half share in Relayfast, the 
Scottish rail engineering com- 
pany. It has the rights to buy the 
other half for £5m. Jarvis made 
a loss of almost £5m in 1994 and 
profits of just £500,000 the fol- 
lowing year. In April this year- 
broker Peel Hunt upgraded its 
profits forecast for Lhe year to 
March from £10m to £14.6m. 


The transformation has 

sssr-sss g 

this year, during**Kh tune they 
have already doubled. 

The privatisation of Bntisn 
Rail has been fraught with con- 
troversy with the government 
being heavily criticised for sell- 
ing the various parts too cheap- 
ly One of the first examples of 
fas was when Stagecoach, the 


share price, pence 



mi • _ 
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bus and trains group, paid 
£825m for Porterbrook, the 
train leasing company which 
had been bought by its man- 
agement from the government . 
for £527m just eight months ear- • 
tier. That deal provided huge 
windfall gains for directors and 
the buy-out’s major backers. 
Charterhouse Bank. 

Other deals have also proved 
lucrative. Amec paid £25 m for 
the South West Infrastructure 
Maintenance Company. Ana- 
lysts expect that deal to provide 
profits of £3m-£4m this year. 

In April Jarvis said iis prof- 
its for the 15 months to March 
would “substantially exceed 
market expectations” thanks to 
building project gains and low- 
er-than -expected rationalisa- 
tion costs. Its projects include a 
contract to build a school in 
Dorset under the government's 
private finance initiative. 
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m business, the lone wolf is a vanishing species. No single company has all the answers. 


Which is why Digital offers you not merely the world's fastest 64-bit servers. 



But one of the most formidable arrays of allies and partners in all of 
computerdom. Digital and Microsoft* have allied to bring Windows NT* and BackOffice” 
solutions to your entire enterprise. Digital and Oracle* offer record-shattering performance, 
transforming databases and busi-^||Q^ Oll|y jfffi ness applications into potent 

DIGITAL AlphaServer systems powerful. 

competitive weaponry. Computer Associates* teams with Digital to deliver unparalleled 
expertiseminission-critical they also have enterprise management solutions. 

powerful friends 


Tbgether, SAP" and Digital offer business application solutions, for a better return 


on your 


information. Then again, your solution might be a fully integrated computer/telecommunications 
system from MCP and Digital. Or Internet and intranet technology from Netscape" Communi- 
cations and Digital Or Web-enabled enterprise applications from Lotus* and Digital. In fact, 
Digital has thousands of partnerships, with one singular result AlphaServer* systems promise 
not jast raw performance. But a practical, powerful business edge. Call 0800 393 200. See us at' 


wwwads.digitaLcom/firiends. Begin to make our partners-and the Digital ed 


ge-your own- 


Whatever it takes. 3 


•W? Ofrttal Equipment Corporation. DictiM, On Derm logo and AlphaServer an trademarks and WhauwM i. , 
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"Thfi previous 
government surely 
did not foresee this 
extraordinary turn of 
events when it 
privatised the 
industry seven years 
ago. That was, 
however, the logic 
of its free-for-all 
mergers policy' 


Americans plug into our electricity industry 


in ii itniZvlfn . Iasl sevt:0 ^ “ Opposilion would lead you to the view 

■nt on nrir r n 1 ' . Rc S u,alors an d agree- dial PiidfiCorp car expect a reference to the 
■«u on price al ->i — ... i: _ j ■ . 


ch "f"- a 9^ in S» «'s now about to 
of Rniasv!* an d with it goes most 
its rum, 3 ; 0 ! S ren ? a,nin e ho pe of building up 
nK,°? m " na,,onal R>rcc m electricity sup- 
P^John Devaney is one of the more im- 
prajRie elurf exixuiivia. operating in this now 
‘J’gniy fragmented industry and while no 
oouu important role will be found forhi/n 
in PacifiCorp. he will in future be working 
,nr an American company. 

Ian Lang's decision last year to prevent the 
p u generators. PowcrGcn and National 
ou . tf r. from buying regional electricity com- 
pamesfRECs) left the door wide open to 
US utility groups. The £1.5bn bid for York- 
shire Electricity, the last before the election, 
nas left just Southern Electric as the only 
independently quoted REC. If Pacific Corp 
dues buy Energy Group it will put an aston- 
ishing 8 REGs in American hands. For the 
record the other 7 arc; Yorkshire, London, 
East Midlands, Northern, Midlands, Sec- 
board. and Sweb. Of the remainder, two 
have been bought by water companies - 
Swalec. and Norweh - and a third by 
Scottish Power. 

The previous government surely did not 
foresee this extraordinaiy turn of events 
when it privatised the industry seven years 


Monopolies and Mergers Commission. 

Since then Margaret Beckett has said that 
competition concerns will continue to be the 
deriding factor in mergers policy and on that 
basis it is hard to see any good reason for 
stopping the Americans. The MMC would 
not have an easy time finding one. Nonethe- 
less, » is sad lo reflect on the fuel that uur 
only remaining standard bearers as mainland 
Europe begins the process of deregulating 
energy supply, look destined to be the two 
generators. National Power and POwerGen. 


No disrespect meant to them, hut what passible, 
chance da they stand against the giant Lord 1 
European monoliths and the increasingly represen 
aggressive Americans? ~ present i 

place. \\ 

Bell tolls for ITV ... fiSi 
but not just yet played w 

once clai 

W ith eveiyone's sights firmly focused on March G 
Lhc brave new world of digital TV', in- bid at the 
teractive TV and pay per view, it’s a won- set to clii 
der that anyone can still summon up any With ! 
interest at aU in the boring old business of the euro 
analogue TV franchises. For a very sizeable Scottish : 
proportion of the population, however, dent hint 
analogue will remain Lhc only method of TV' of Gram 


mg ability left in them yet. The latest round ! well established and these franchises will be 
of consolidation might* further extend their j very much a wasting asset, 
life expectancy’ hv allowing a more co-ordi- 1 

SS h rS;S BBC i National Grid verdict 

Not that the three emergent winners in i ^rjU not did tilC StOiy 
this market place - Michael Green. Lord ■ 

Mollick and Gerry Robinson - make easy i Tt yTr Justice Robert V-Wker has finally de- 
bed fellows. What co-operation they do I IVJjivcred his verdict on whether the elec- 
manage to achieve is largely of the rductant I Lridn’indusl^’-'Sp^rificaiiyNationaiPcwer 
and forced variety. Even so, three powerful and the National Grid - misused nearly £lbn 
egos is an easier number to sit round a table of its pensions surplus, and rather surprisingly 
than It) and a more co-ordinated approach | he has come down in favour of the compa- 
to scheduling begins to look that mudi more > nies. It is hard to see the matter resting there. 


Lord Hollick's acquisition of HTV would 
represent the final piece of die jigsaw under 
present media ownership rules to fall into 
place. Whether he’s prepared to pay the 
price is another thing, but he must draw 
some comfort from the game Granada has 
played over Yorkshire Tyne Tees. Yorkshire 
once claimed it was worth £1 7 a share. Last 


M r Justice Robert Walker bas finally de- 
livered his verdict on whether the elec- 
tricity tiKfusm’-sperificafly National Power 
and the National Grid - misused nearly flbn 
of its pensions surplus, and rather surprisingly 
he has come down in favour of the compa- 
nies. Ii is hard to see the matter resting there, 
however. For one thing, the pensioners have 
already had a favourable ruling from the ten- 
sions Ombudsman, and although he’s now 
being told he's wrong in law, the pensioners 
will continue to bold the moral high ground, 
believing that right is on their side. And for 
another this is not a particularly good judg- 
ment The judge rehearses the arguinents well 


for it After all, in moaoccu- 
u >in *'‘’ * l k tbe emplover which 
the bigger contribution to’ the fund, 
rf. 11 ®™ 5 " e s h°uld therefore be entitled 
to at least a share of anv surplus. 

However, ftith these sdiemes the wording 
*«®eciBcaIfr to require that the surplus 
f or the benefit of emptorees. More- 
r ri a’ r National Power and die National 
und implicitly acknowledged that there were 
b on the way they could use the surplus 
^ “ dirvctly to the funding of redun- 
dancies. thus enabling them to claim that the 
money was a “benefit" to employees, 
rtggneved pensioners will cehainlv want 
a PP® a * . a °d it seems right that they 
should be given that chance. AdmiiiedK the 
surplus was used to fund vciy generous 
redundancy terms which might not otherwise 
nave been available, iherebv reducing the 
pain or the downsizing process, but it is hard 
l °. sec redundancy costs are anything 
0l vL>. v an OIT ?P^' cn * liabOity. 

whether pensioners do take the case to 
the Court of Appeal rather depends on the 
trustees, who have so far been funding their 


March Granada said it was not prepared to i he's opted for one side over the other, 
bid at the then price of £11S0. Now it looks [ The argument hinged on whether the 
set to clinch the company’ at just £1 1.75. j terms of the pension schemes allowed the 
With Mirror Group declared offside by i companies to use the accumulated surplus 
the current cross-media ownership rules, j for their own purposes, or most of it anyway. 
Scottish is free to plough its own indepen- Most occupational pension schemes do, 
dent furrow north of the border. Its takeover [ and while this invariably gives rise to con- 
of Grampian establishes a not in consider- ! rroversy, there has always been a reasonable 


enough, but he fails adequately to explain why legal costs. Both ai the National Gntl and 
he's opted for one side over the other. National Power there is an unsurprising 
The argument hinged on whether the reluctance to see the case proceed am- fur- 

■ .-vf tit .. Mnrioiy cnKovrtAC rhA Ihar D..t l _ _• . *1 . - 


ther. But woe betide them if they get caught 
putting pressure on the trustee* to end the 
campaigners' funding That would make a 
mockery of all those post Maxwell changes 
in the law to give pension funds more inde- 
pendence from their corporate masters. 


Unemployment 
figures ‘not a big 
threat to inflation’ 


Study looks at Renault's plans to close car factory 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Fears that falling unemploy- 
ment will ftiei higher wages and 
inflation are wildly exaggerated, 
according lo a new report 
With new figures today ex- 
pected to show a further big de- 
cline in headline unemployment 
last month, the report claims the 
Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) 
has distorted the official figures 
so much that they are an unre- 
liable guide to the state of the 
labour market According to 
Edmund Nonis, an economist ; 
at Nikko Europe, the threat of 
inflation posed by falling un- 
employment is far less than 
widely’ feared. 

Since its introduction last 
« October the JSA has distorted 
w the headline figures, which sim- 
ply record the number of peo- 

E le claiming unemployment 
enefii. The Office for Na- 
tional Statistics is reviewing the 
possibility of replacing this un- 
satisfactory measure with a 
monthly survey, an option re- 
jected last year by the Conser- 
vative government. 

Most economists have reck- 
oned the JSA has cut the total 
by about 10,000-15.000 a 
month, which would mean the 
underlying level of joblessness 
is still falling very rapidly. 


Bui the Nikko paper claims 
that half of the 420,000 decline 
in the number of claimants be- 
tween October and April has 
been due to the introduction of 
the JSA. This estimate, based on 
unemployment figures from 
the more reliable Labour Force 
Survey available up to February, 
is twice as big as the accepted 
size of the JSA distortion. 


6 The average 
r wage of those . 
entering full- 
time jobs from 
r unemployment 
is £11,500 5 

It runs counter to the con- 
sensus among City economists, 
many of whom believe the jobs 
market is already starting to 
overheat. They point to the 
steady climb in average earnings 
growth, although today's figures 
are expected to show it re- 
maining at 4.5 per cent in April. 

However, Mr Nonis con- 
cludes that the pick-up in the 
number of people leaving the 


unemployment register is almost 
entirely due to the removal of 
fraudulent claimants. It does not, 
he argues, reflect any underly- 
ing change in the jobs market. 

The report goes on to argue 
that adding in people who are 
so discouraged they have 
stopped trying to find work 
could add another 2-5 million to 
the unemployment total, sug- 
gesting a “true” unemployment 
rate of more like 16 per cent of 
the workforce rather than the 
official 5.9 per cent. 

The inflationary impact of 
faffing unemployment win also, 
be limited to the extent that new 
jobs are part-time, short-term 
and low-paid. Mr Nonis esti- 
mates the average wage of those 
entering full-time jobs from im- i 
employment is £11.500 a year, . 
two-thirds the national average. 

He adds that withdrawing 
benefit for fraudulent claimants i 
means that as many households j 
are losing a second income , 
through the loss of benefit as are 
gaining income by finding work. 

The report concludes; “There 
is no doubt that as the labour 
market continues to strengthen. 
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Demonstrators at the Renault factory in 
VDvoorde Hi Belgium received welcome 
news from the French car maker’s annual 
meeting yesterday. Its board announced 
the appointment of a study to explore 
alternatives to the plans to dose the site 
and cut 3,100 jobs. The workers also 


alive Eove’mmenL steady climb in average earnings market continues to strengthen. Demonstrators at the Renault factory in received the support of French junior 

Most economists have reck- growth, although today's figures inflationary pressures will begin VDvoorde hi Belgium received welcome Industry minister Christian Pierrot, who 
ned the JSA has cut the total are expected to show it re- to emerge in certain areas due news from the French car maker's annual said the government was happy there 

v ah-iut 10 000-15 000 a maining at 4 J per cent in April, to skill shortages. But these will meeting yesterday. Its board announced would be an objective study of Renault’s 

* onth which would mean the However, Mr Nonis con- be limited by the untapped the appointment of a study to explore plans. “We’re not certain that what was 

ao , a Q t v . „ , i f ioblessness eludes that the pick-up in the pool of unemployed that exists alternatives to the plaits to dose the site announced a few weeks back by the 

SSngvery rapidly. ‘ number of people leaving the a the UK.” and cut 3400 jobs. The workers also company is essential," Mr Pierrot said. 

Dai-Ichi board Indonesian group buys SR Gent 

. mjm *-*<■■ a r W*>* < li Ci Nigel Cope trepreneur Marimutu Sini- uounccd in November showing it took a £7m provision t * 

r I v vasan, plans to review Gent’s an film loss caused by £16m pull out of the Susan Wool 

SR Gent, the struggling Marks manufacturing and stock con- of exceptional costs for the do- fashion stores. Those cost 
_ T| & Spencer supplier, has been trol processes. However, it sure of the Clothing Barn pushed the company into i 

liVfWlCI D/iOfUlQ I acquired by Indonesian-based says it is committed to Britain shops. In April it announced £4m loss that year. 

Ii |V| 11^ ^1 /l. I IIICI'A. group Prospero Investments, as a base for quality manufac- Interim losses of just under Other problems in the busi 

■■kJ The comoanv has been in bid turine. £lm compared with profits of ness have included weather re 


A mass resignation of main 
board directors was announced 
yesterday by Dai-Ichi Kangyo, 
the third-largest bank in Japan 
and the flfth-biggest in the 
world, over the scandal mvoiv- 
ine £63m of loans made to 
Ryuichi Koike, an alleged cor- 
porate racketeer. 
r The resignations came as 

Tokyo police arrested four for- 
mer Dai-Ichi Kangyo executives, 
bringing to eight the numberof 

fSr^Ss 

. MrTanaU^j 

c!2? , ?oq' 1 to 1995 when he 
affairs de- 

hCade fn^ The other three ar- 
pajment. rteffiy Akira 
rested were vjee-pres- 

Kanazawa. a 0 uchi- 

da, * fo I?MraSfc a former 

YaSUyU ’noS^rwhowasre- 
tnanaging loani 

sponsible fo r c Dai-K’hi 
The boari * «d corporate 

board to resI ^ nf j a i since 1^ 

■sggsssz****” 

iSApnl- . Kcwido, 

and SSn^n who last 
^e^-oldch^ ould step 
month said tney 


down and stay on the board as 
advisers, will resign altogether 
from Dai-Ichi. The two wee- 
presidents who were to replace 
them. Ichiro Fujila. 5fk and 
Ycishiharu Manl 60.wilJ ak° re- 
sign. Between April ,1995 and 
March 1996, Mr Fujita was m 
charge of loan screening, an op- 
eration police are investigating 
for connections to Mr K Qlke - 

Katsuyuki Sugita, 54, will 
take over as the bank’s president 
at the annual shareholders 
meeting on 27 June, when the 
current president and seven 
other top-ranking executives 
formally step down to take re- 
sponsibility for the scandal. 

Another 16 employees, in- 
cluding branch managers, de- 
partment chiefs and auditors, 
£so would resign, the bank 

^The bank said the new board 
of directors would tw made up 
of Mr Sugita andl5 other ju- 
nior executives. The bank has 
not yet appointed a newdiair- 

selectcd wcre 

found not to be involved m the 
rarrent scandal tty an 
investigation," Mr Sugita sud 

^-Anv change of leadership 
Jbe p ^ the bank at 
this point* said Nozomu Ku- 

^.un analyst « Utoan 

Wifftbe taint of the 

“flfe’aecutives below bt»rd 
level who resigned were asleed 

vesngarion fo beerj to 

£532 ^ Mr Sugita. 


Nigel Cope 

SR Gent, the struggling Marks 
& Spencer supplier, has been 
acquired by Indonesian-based 
group Prospero Investments. 
The company has been in bid 
talks since last October. 

PTOspero is offering 82p per 
share in cash for the company, 
valuing it at £30.6m. Peter 
Wolff and Peter Wetzel, SR 
Gent's founders who own 62 
per cent of the shares be- 
tween, them have agreed to the 
deal, which values their com- 
bined holdings at £18.4m. The 
shares closed 8p higher at 
79.5p. They stood at more 
than lOOp two years ago. 

Prospero, which is con- 
trolled Dy the Indonesian en- 


trepreneur Marimutu Sini- 
vasan, plans to review Gent’s 
manufacturing and stock con- 
trol processes. However, it 
says it is committed to Britain 
as a base for quality manufac- 
turing. 

SR Gent supplies M&S with 
ladieswear such as blouses, 
dresses and skirts. This busi- 
ness accounts for 90 per cent 
of the company's sales. 

The deal marks the end of 
sorry period for SR Gent. In 
October it announced that it 
was in crisis talks with its 
bankers and that it bad re- 
ceived at least two takeover ap- 
proaches. 

That announcement delayed 
publication of the company's 
full year results. They were an- 


nounced in November showing 
an film loss caused by £16m 
of exceptional costs for the clo- 
sure of the Clothing Barn 
shops. In April it announced 
Interim losses of just under 
£lm compared with profits of 
£2.8m last time 

The shares have been hit 
hard. In September the com- 
pany’s shares plunged by 41 per 
cent when it revealed the 
cost of the Gothing Barn clo- 
sure. There were seven stores 
at the group’s factories which 
sold surplus factory stock. The 
shops had been hit by weak 
sales and poor margins. 

That withdrawal was the 
second lime SR Gent had 
been forced into a retreat 
from the high street. In 1994 


N Brown chief raises 
£ 50 m in share sale 


Computer float could 
leave chief worth £42m 


Magnus Grtmon J 

Sir David Alliance, chairman of 
Ihe N Brown catalogue retail- 
ing group and one of Britain s 
richest men, yesterday raised 
£50.8m from a share sale to 
move funds offshore to bat the 
new Labour Government's first 
Budget next month. 

family trusts controlled by Sir 

David and his brother Nigel an- 
other N Brown board member, 
sold 117 million shares al 400p 
yesterday, taking the family 
holding below 50 per cent for 
the first time since the Man- 
chester-based group floated in 
1970. The disposal reduces the 
family-controlled stake from 
57 3 per cent to 48.6 per cent. 

Eimlaining the move, Jim 
Martin, the group’s chief exec- 
utive, said in a statement to the 


Stock Exchange: “The reduction 
in the Alliance Trust Holdings 
will increase the liquidity in the 
company's shares and broaden 
its register.’’ 

While the free float of shares 
in the company has always been 
right, it is understood that Sir 
David has decided to broaden he 
investment portfolio in antici- 
pation of concerns surrounding 
the Budget on 2 July. It is 
thought that be will use the mon- 
ey raised to push more of his as- 
sets offshore to brat Labour’s 
plans. Analysts arc expecting the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Gordon Brown, to cut advance 
corporation lax, which could 
hit the value of shares. 

Yesterday's sale, carried out 
by broken UBS and Barclays 
de Zoete Wedd, left the shares 
just lp down at 413.5p. 


Hnmayan Mughal managing 
director of the specialist com- 
puter manufacturer Akhter, 
wiD be worth np to £42m when 
the group floats on the London 
Stock Exchange this summer; 
Harlow-based Akhter; which is 
raising £20m in a placing, will 
be valued at £60m, writes 
Sameerm Ahmad* 

Mr Mughal who with his 
wife founded the company in 
1979, will have his sharehold- 
ing diluted to around 70 per 
cent alter the float from 83 per 
cent. 

Though almost two-thirds 
of the group’s business is man- 
nEutnring personal computers, 
Mr Mughal said it was not af- 
fected by slowing demand for. 
PCs: mate voy specialised 
systems exactly to customers’ 
requirements. We don’t stock 


finished computers and then 
have to sell them off at a dis- 
count” 

Akhter is also devetoping a 
Highe r. mar gin consultancy and 
services business. Tins year 
the group made £5m of profits 
before exceptional items on 
£36m of sales, just 3 per cent 
upon 1996. 

More than half of Akhter’s 
business comes from central 
government and the Ministry of 
Defence, for which It makes 
portable bard drives which can 
be removed from computers for 
security purposes over 25,000 
times without wearing out 

The heavy dependence on 
government work means that 
around 75 per cent of Akhter’s 
sales come in the second half of 
the year; with most in the last 
two months. 


it took a £7m provision to 
pull out of the Susan Woolf 
fashion stores. Those costs 
pushed the company into a 
£4m loss that year. 

Other problems in tbe busi- 
ness have included weather re- 
lated trading difficulties and a 
weak South African economy 
which had damaged sales 
there. 

City speculation on the 
likely bidder for Gem had 
also’ mentioned Claremont 
Garments, another M&S 
supplier. 

Gent shareholders were ask- 
ing for a substantial premium 
to ihe market price due to its 
valuable contracts with M&S, 
thought to be worth £150m a 


In brief 

Inflation increases in Germany 

Consumer prices in Germany rose by U.4 per cent in May due to 
higher prices for food and energy. The annual inflation rate climbed 
to 1.6 per cent, reversing ihe declines of the previous two months. 
Inflation in other goods edged higher too. but in services declined. 
The weakness of the mark has driven import prices higher, but 
wage costs have been extremely subdued. Most analysis think the 
headline inflation rate will remain very low, leaving' the prospect 
of an increase in German interest rates very distant. 

Separate figures suggested that manufacturing activity in Europe 
is poised to pick up. The EU-wide survey of business confidence 
showed an improvement in order books, and expected produc- 
tion remaining well above last year's doldrums. The current levels 
of business expectations are the highest since mid- 1994. 

Lord Harris’s son on Carpet right board 

Martin Harris, the 28-year-old son of Lord Harris of Peckham, 
has been appointed to the main board of Carpetrighi, his father's 
retail empire. Mr Harris junior has been moved up from mar- 
keting manager and will take bis seat on the board next week. 
Educated at Curry University in Boston, he was a director of Har- 
vey’s Furnishings, another Hams business, for three years before 
' joining Cazpetright in 1991. He has gradually been groomed for 
promotion and has been introduced to analysts and the press at 
recent City presentations. 

Lord Harm was not available yesterday to answer any charges 
of nepotism. However, John Kitching, sales director, said: 
“Martin was largely responsible for the successful development 
of our new Carpet Depot formal and his marketing flair will pro- 
vide a valuable contribution to the future growth of the company.'’ 

Boeing strikes deal with Continental 

Continental has become the third US carrier to name Boeing as 
its sole supplier of jets over the next 20 years following similar moves 
by American Airlines and Delta Air Lines. The company intends 
to buy 35 wide -body aircraft from Boeing, consisting of five 777- 
200 and 30 767-400ER planes. There are options for further pur- 
chases in the future. Terms of the agreement were not disclosed. 
Separately, American Airlines confirmed an order of seven 
Boeing 777-200IGW aircraft to be delivered in early 1999 and 2000. 

Satvesen shake-up ‘has cost £200m* 

Sir Gerald Elliot, the former chairman of the Christian Salvesen 
transport group, yesterday d aimed that the current management's 
reconstruction proposals had so far cost shareholders around 
£2Q0m. Earlier this year Sir Gerald led a shareholder revolt against 
plans to pay back £150m to shareholders and demerge the Aggreko 
generator hire operation. Speaking after Salvesen, led by chief 
executive Chris Masters, had addressed Scottish shareholders in 
Edinburgh yesterday. Sir Gerald backed up his latest claim by 
pointing to tbe collapse in the share price from around 325p to 
the current 240p. up 3 Jp yesterday. “It shows that the belief that 

the demerger and paying back capital will unlock shareholder value 
has had exactly the opposite effect”, he said. 

Further round of provisions at Babcock 

Babcock, the dockyard operator to engineering group which has 
been restructuring for at least five years, announced a new round 
of provisions lolallmg £25.6m. Tbe derision to take a £23.7m charge 
to write off ils investment in a Tfcxas development project to process 
dust from electric arc furnaces was the main factor plunging the 
group toa£22mlossfor the year to March, against profits of JB.lm 
before. The group is also talking to two buyers over a possible 
sale of the process division, which designs large-scale plants for 
the ofl, gas and petrochemicals industries. Separately, Babcock 
said it would scale back its loss-making construction activities in 
South Africa. John Parker, chairman, said this would be his “final 
rationalisation of the portfolio." In line with the cut in the in- 
terim dividend, the final payment is halved to 0.875p, making Up 
for the year. 

Adtranz wins £17m train order from Prism 

Prism Rail said contracts had been exchanged and firm orders 
placed with Adtranz, a joint venture between ABB Asea Brown 
Boveri and Daimler-Benz, for a £17m order for 44 four-car trains. 
The trains, which are all for Prism Rail's wholly-owned subsidiary 
LTS Rail are to be made and maintained by Adtranz. they will 
be supplied on lease to ITS by Porterbrook Leasing Company 
for the remaining period of the franchise which is due to expire 
in April 201 1. Lease rentals and maintenance charges have been 
fixed and will amount to £18 5m per annum, including interest 
fixing costs, once all the trains are in service. 

Finance director resigns at BTP 

Shares in BTP, the fine chemicals group, jumped 22p to 290p after 
it announced the appointment of Ken Greatbatch, formerly of 
Laporte, as finance director. Stephen Hannam, chief executive, 
said the resignation of Rob Martin, who had been finance director 
for 10 years, was by mutual agreement. He said BTP had reached 
a point where it needed a broad and global strategic outlook and 
a different style. The news came as KIT reported full-year prof- 
its up 8 per cent lo £4Sm on sales 3 per cent ahead. Robyn Coombs 
at house broker Merrill Lynch was posit ive: “People have woken 
up to the fact that 60 per cent of BTP’s profits is high-margin 
pharmaceutical and agrochemical intermediates." 

Rush to beat Norwich Union deadline 

Norwich Union members were queueing yesterday to beat the 
deadline to register for extra shares above and beyond the free 
shares they have already been allocated. The high level of interest 
means the shares are likely to start trading at well above the ini- 
tial estimates of between 240p and 290p on which a 25p discount 
for members was based. IG Index, the City bookmaker, was yes- 
terday quoting a spread of £337-£3.47, a level that would see Nor- 
wich float with a market value of almost £lbn more than original 
estimates of £5.6bn. 
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Milk sours Northern’s efforts 


R eporting its results a day after 
Unigate has not proved a very 
flattering sequence of events for 


The Investment Column 


JL XJlattenng sequence of events for 
Northern Foods, the dairy and pre- 
pared foods group. While its rival's 
shares have motored on relentlessly 
over the last five years, Northern’s have 
performed poorly, falling from 314p in 
1992 to a five-year low of 166p three 
years later. Yesterday’s 6 -5p nse sUH 
only took them back to 206.5p. 

The principal problem is that while 
Unigate has been selling; businesses, 
generating cash and developing pow- 
erful operations in other food sectors 
such as pork processing. Northern has 
been weighed down by the unfortu- 
nately timed acquisition of Express 
Dairies and Eden Vale five years ago. 
As the chart shows, the proportion of 
people who buy all their milk from the 
milkman has been declining remorse- 
lessly as the public prefers instead to 
buy cheaper milk at supermarkets. 

But while it may be too early to call 
the turn in Northern's fortunes, yes- 
terday's presentation was the most pos- 
itive for some time. Analysts believe a 
genuine recovery is now possible. 

Pre-tax profits for the year to 
31 March were 7 per cent ahead at 
£128m, in line with expectations. And 
as usual it was a tale of two halves. The 
prepared foods side of the business, 
which supplies ready-made meals and 
the like to stores, continued to prosper. 
Sales to M&S and the four big super- 
markets were 8 per cent ahead and mar- 
gins improved. Northern is investing 
£57m in hs prepared foods business this 
year as it aligns itself increasingly with 
its big five customers, who now account 
for 60 per cent of its prepared foods 
sales. Profits and marg ins were well 
ahead last year and the impact of 
BSE, which knocked £3m off the half- 
year profits, is gradually fading 

But the good work in prepared foods 
was dissipated by the disappointing dairy 
operation. Here there was a savage 
£17m hit due to lower commodity 
prices on milk powder and butter fat 
With the supermarkets using their 
buying muscle to squeeze supplier 
prices, milk margins are at their low- 
est point fora decade. However. North- 
ern is becoming more choosy about its 
retail customers and is redudng its com- 
mitment to second-line stores such as 
Kwik Save, Iceland and Somerfield. 

On the doorstep, milk deliveries con- 
tinue to decline and were 8 per cent 
lower at the year-end than 12 months 
previously. Hie more encouraging 
news is that the rate of decline is slow- 
ing. Northern also managed to push 
through a penny-a-pint price increase. 

Like Unigate, Northern expects 
more consolidation in the ruffle market, 
which should benefit the main players. 
So, with rationalisation seemingly gath- 
ering pace and Milk Marque taking a 
more realistic view on raw mfflk prices, 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


the shares trade on a forward rating of 
.just under 11 Dairy companies are not 
going to achieve a premium rating until 
the milk industry shake-out makes 
more progress. Still, the shares are 
worth holding. 


on turnover up 55 per cent to £55 2m. 
The £216m of acquisitions during 
the year, which included London bus 
operator Centre West, Greater Man- 
chester Buses and Strathclyde Buses, 
chipped in £15. 8m to operating prof- 
its up from £35. lm to £61m. 


authorities match spending by bus 
companies on upgraded facilities, 
augurs well. 

FirstBus may have to be a bit more 
adventurous in looking overseas for 
purchases if it is not to become an 


A rattling good read, 

by the sound ox it 


ft**. 




mcome stock by eariynext century. 
Even so, profits of £78m this year. 


putting the group on a forward 
multiple of 12, suggests the shares are 


multiple of 12, suggests the shares are 
still reasonable value. 


FirstBus makes 
good headway 


Rail w£U be 10 per cent of profits 
lis year, but FirstBus reckons it can 


F irstBus, the product of the 
merger of bus groups at oppo- 
site ends of the UK in Bristol and 


_A_ sire ends of the UK in Bristol and 
Aberdeen, looked a bit of an ugly 
duckling when it was hatched three 
years ago. But Britain’s biggest bus op- 
eralor has grown into something or a 
swan, outperforming the rest of stock 
market by nearly 14 per cent, even with 
the shares, up 14p at 217.5p, well down 
on their high of 243.5 in February. 

The question remains to what extent 
FirstBus and its peers can sustain the 
acquisition-led growth which has 
fuelled the heady expansion of the in- 
dustry. The latest figures show ac- 
quisitions were firmly in the driving 
seat in the year to March, with pre- 
tax profits soaring 132 per cent to £51m 


this year, but FirstBus reckons it can 
only buy another £20Dm of bus 
turnover before rubbing up against the 
25 per cent limit traditionally deemed 
the ceiling by the monopolies 
authorities. 

However, annualised sales are 
already running at £750m and there 
should be at least a couple of years’ 
growth to squeeze out yet, given the 
cost-cutting potential. FirstBus hit its 
15 per cent overall margin target for 
the bus business this year, but sever- 
al individual companies are still 
lagging, and the company is expect- 
ing at least 5 per cent annual profits 
growth over the next few years. 

The question, even with the decline 
in passenger numbers being stabilised, 
is whether this year's record £86m cap- 
ital expenditure can generate real top- 
line growth. Labour's pro-bus 
transport policy and the advent of 
“quality partnerships”, whereby local 


Macdonald has 
room for growth 


The audio book market has come a Jong way 
in a short time since it started putting booB 
on tape to help blind, elderly and very young 
people. It now offers a wide range ot 
alternatives to the printed word, including 
poetry, sporting publications, Jffly 
romances and the James Bond books, all of 
which dearly benefit from the spoken word. 

Turnover is set to top £100m by the end of 
the century. Publishers and book retailers still 
tend to think of audio books as poor relations, 
however, which gives specialists such as ABM 


people & BPSISBSS 


Northern Foods: At a glance 


Mattel value; £1 .19bn, share price 2D6.5p 


Five-year record 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 


Pre-tax profits (£w) 


153.2 157.2 16.4 119.8 128.3 




Dividends per share (p) 8.4 8.8 8.8 9.0 9.4 


Milk purchasers buying from Share price 

milkman only, in last seven days, % pence 


Northern’s fortunes should improve. 
On current year forecasts of £140m. 
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R eservations about the lacklus- 
tre regional hotel sector have 
tainted sentiment surround- 
ing Macdonald Hotels, the Scottish- 
based group which floated at 145p in 
March last year. The group’s shares 
hit a 231p high in February before 
foiling to 167p, prompted in pan by 
the house broker Cazenove down- 
grading full-year forecasts. 

But the first full-year results 
yesterday helped restore some faith in 
the group. Operating profit for the 
year to March grew 26 per cent to 
£10m, on turnover ahead 26 per cent 
to £41m. Macdonald's shares dosed 
9p higher to 1765p. 

The group’s strength is its ability to 
spot hotels with development poten- 
tial. It looks for three or four-star 
hotels with plenty of undeveloped 
land, buys them cheap and adds 
rooms. With costly facilities like 
restaurants, car parks and lobbies 
already in place, the group can make 
a staggering 20 per cent return on 
capital on extensions, compared with 
around 12 per cent for a new hotel. 

The group says that even without ac- 
quisitions, the development potential 
of its existing hotels would allow it to 
increase its bedroom capacity by over 
50 per cent Macdonald .has also 
proven it is a keen bargain hunter, buy- 
ing new hotels at around £33,000 per 
room, roughly half the going rate. 

The group bought five in the year, 
raising its room stock to 1,420, and 
with £13.2m of development and re- 
furbishment, it spent almost £20m m 
the year. Despite that, the balance 
sheet looks healthy. Over half the 
group's capital spending costs were 
financed by film of operating cash 
flow and although gearing is 37 per 
cent, interest is covered 9.5 times by 
operating profit. 

The group has also protected itself 
against a hik e in interest rates over the 
next five years by capping £25m of bor- 
rowings at 9 per cent interest. 

Paul Heath at UBS has increased 
his profit forecast from £9.2m to 
£10 Jm; On a forward p/e ratio of 13, 
the. shares stand at .an 3 per cent 
discount to the hotels sector. They 
deserve better. Good value. 


Virgin/Our Price, Whteistones, Dillons and 
HMV with a range of products. 

John Cooper, the 51-year-old managing 
director of ABM, has spent his entire career 
in the record and music industry, buthe is 
nn thing if not versatile. He started off at 
Transatlantic Records before joining EMI as 
general marketing manager. V5a Motown 
Records he joined a company responsible for 
producing the Young Person's Guide tome 
Orchestra in association with Anglia TV. He 
helped found Posh Entertainment which 
launch ed the Mills & Boon “Romance on 
Tape” label and sold 700,000 copies. 

ABM is now raising £1.5m to finance 
further expansion in this very fragmented 
market Next step is a listing on Ofex, the 
bottom rung on the Stock Exchange ladder. 



Audir bookseller; 

which supplies the big retail chains 


Christopher Haskins, the ebullient Northern 
Foods fhm'mym, was mystified at the huge 
number of analysts who turned up at his 
company’s results meetings yesterday. Th e 
bumper turnout - more than 50 made the trip 
— was especially surprising given the relatively 
sparse City presence at Unigaie’s meeting 
only the day before. 

“It’s the goodie bag," admitted one food 
analy st who preferred not to be named. He 
may well be right. Northern Foods regularly 
supplies analysts /and journalists) who attend 
its meetings with little bags of biscuits and 
cakes which it makes for the likes of Marks & 
Spencer. Unigate does not 


Pen Kent was well known to a generation of 
business journalists as the press spokesman 
for the Bank of England before he was 
diverted to more serious challenges such as 
head of the international division and 
associate director for finance and industry, 
which is Bank-speak for the man responsible 
for letting down gently such financial disasters 
as Eurotunnel and Canary Wharf project 

He became an executive director in 1994 
and was responsible for Crestco, the 
settlement system which replaced the ill-fated 
Talisman. He has now retired and is being put 
out to grass at Nat West Bank, where be 
becomes one of 17 members on the full-time 
board from September 1. He will also be a 
member of the board of Nat West Markets and 
the audit and compliance committee. 

He admits to being able and willing to 
deliver lectures in both French and German, 
although he prefers to negotiate in English. 
His interests include art, jazz and walking, and 
he is chairman of the trustees of Blind in 
Business and vice-patron of the Missing 


IN BRIEF 

Cortecs blood test approved in Japan 


Cortecs International said its HelisalTM Rapid Blood was the 
first whole blood Helicobacter pylori rapid point-of-care test to 


be approved by the Japanese regulatory authority for distribu- 
tion in Japan. HelisalTM Rapid Blood is a rapid doctor’s office 
test for the detection of antibodies against the H.pylori bacteri- 
um which is the major cause of duodenal and gastric ulcers. The 
HelisalTM Rapid Blood test is licensed to Zenyaku Kogyo, which 
obtained the regulatory approval. 
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Great Portland 
hints it may 
cut dividend 


Yates to open 18 more Wine Lodges 
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Yates Brothers Wine Lodges boosted foil-year pre-tax profits from 
£7.47m to £10.5 lm and Geny McLeod, chairman, said: “We are 
confident that the results for the year and beyond will show con- 
tinuing progress across the group." The chairman stressed that 
the company’s key strategy remained to grow organically and at 
an increased rate. He said 25 openings were planned for 1997/98, 
of which 18 would be branches of Yates’s wine Lodges. Earn- 
ings per share for the year to 30 March climbed from 14p to 21.5p, 
and the total dividend was lifted from 3.6p to 4.32p through a 
2.S8p final payment 


Marshalls to reduce operations in US 
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Marshalls, the maker of building materials and tools, saw pre- 
tax profits drop from £25-S4m to £19 Jim in the year to 31 March 
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and held the dividend total at 5.2p. Andrew Marshall, chairman, 
said: “After a strategic review of the future of the US operations. 




interest Pro* Credit 

MMMHWW I HHBIU M 1 


said: “After a strategic review of the future of the US operations, 
it has been decided to seek alternative ways of reducing the in- 
volvement, preferably by way of an exchange of assets." He said 
the group results reflected difficult trading conditions in the sec- 
ond half, particularly for concrete products. “Whilst the indus- 
try struggles with overcapacity and low margins it seems that 
economic conditions are gradually improving ana this should show 
itself in future operating results,” he said 
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Anglian Group makes a good recovery 
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A recovery in annual pre-tax profits from £4.38m to £20. 18m at 
Anglian Group, the replacement windows business, was accom- 
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out well short of the £21. lm made m 1994/95. The company's chief 
executive, Eddie Boss, said the introduction of a specialist sales 
force in the retail home improvements market would help it con- 
tinue its progress in the current year. 


Great Portland Estates, the 
property group, warned yes- 
terday it might be forced to re- 
visit its high dividend policy if 
Labour reduced advance cor- 
poration tax as expected in 
next month's Budget Analysts 
said Great Portland was effec- 
tively saying it might have to cut 
the payment which represents 
most of the group’s earnings, if 
it became less tax efficient due 
to a reduction in the 20 per cent 
rate of ACT. 

Richard Feskin, the com- 
pany's chairman, said he was 
waiting to see the Govern- 
ment’s review of corporate tax- 
ation but "should substantive 
measures be taken to alter the 
current relationship between 
the levels of corporation tax and 
tax credit on dividends, your 
board may find it appropriate 
to reconsider its existing divi- 
dend policy". 

Mr Peskin refused to confirm 
that Great Portland was threat- 
ening to cut the payment to 
shareholders. 

Bur he said the group’s ef- 
fective rate of taxation was 25 
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Profits fall at Charles Stanley 
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A fail in fidl-year pre-tax profits from £2.53m to £2 07m was re- 
ported by Charles Stanley, the stockbroking, corporate finance 
and investment management group. In a statement, the company 
said: “It is difficult, as always, to predict the outcome for the full 
year, but we nevertheless look ahead with optimism." Earnings 
per share fell from 17.18p to 13.64p. Final dividend is 0.25p. 
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Whitehead Mann upbeat on prospects 
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An increase in annual taxable profits from £l.l9m to £1.95m at 
Whitehead Mann was accompanied by an upbeat statement on 
prospects by the business trading group's chairman. Sir Peter Park- 
er said: “Tfading during the fist two months of the new finan- 
cial year has been strong, with further growth across the group." 
The final dividend is 1.6p. 
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Reajrd profits of £749,000 were made by Scottish Highland Ho- 
tels m die half year to end-ApriL The result compared with £275,000 
made in the same period last year. Hamish Grossart, chairman, 
said: “Forward bookings for the second half are very encourag- 


ing and we expect a strong performance for the year.” The room 
rate rose 5.7 per cent to £46.41 in the six months to April. 
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Persons Helpline. He is married to the former 
Jill George but he assures me she is no 
relation to the present Governor. 


Books on the decline and fall of the Tory 
government are starting to spring 
mushrooms on a summer morning. The latest 
project, provisionally entitled Collapse of Stout 
Party, is a joint venture between Morrison 
Halcrow a former assistant editor of (he Daily 
Telegraph who is now a consultant with 
Shandwick, the public relations empire, and 
retired Tbiy MP Sir Julian Critchley. Mr 
Halcrow is looking back at events since 
sterling fell out of the ERM- Sir Julian is 
covering the election campaign and the 
election of the new Conservative leader, and 
they hope to hit the bookstalls well in time for 
the Tory conference in October. Sir Julian is 
rooting for Kenneth Clarke as a one-nation 
Tbiy, but thinks Peter Ulley could snatch 
victory in a third ballot 


* hi 


Among Kenneth Clarke’s most enthusiastic 
backer* are the members of classic car dubs 
who were given an unexpected windfall IS 
months ago when the then Chancellor stood on 
its head a long-standing Treasury plan to make 
classic car owners tax their cars whether they 
were on the road or not Since January last 
year the 160,000 cars that are still roadworthy 
after 25 years can be licensed free of charge. 

Many owners initially suspected this would 
result in them being restricted to limited 
mileages, but so far the gift horse has 
withstood scrutiny. They now face an anxious 
wait until Gordon Brown has sat down on July 
2 just in case he tries to reverse the 
concession. If so, I hope he feels the lash of 
Mr Garke’s tongue. 
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per cent, while ACT was 20 per 
cent. “If that relationship were 
to be substantially changed, I am 
sure that the board would look 
at what was in the best interests 
of shareholders in terms of our 
dividend policy," he said. 

Nan Rogers, an analyst with 
brokers Charterhouse Tilney, 
said Great Portland was flagging 
that it might cut its dividend. 
That would be a radical change 
for a company that has in the 
past been seen as an “income 
stock", she suggested. 

Great Portland, which raised 
£97m from shareholders in Feb- 
ruary, yesterday announced a 
final dividend of 6.1p to main-? 
tain the annual total at 9.0pl 
This represented most of last 
year’s earnings per share of 10p, 
which rose 5 per cent in the year 
to March, despite a dip in pre- 
tax profits from £47.6m to 
£46 .0m announced yesterday. 

The group announced an S 
per cent rise in net assets per 
share to 212p, with thegrowtb 
coming from the rights caslva 
£55 m revaluation of investment 
properties and retained re- 
serves and other equity issues 
totalling £4m. 
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Lucas Varity leads charge as Footsie smashes 4,700 
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LucasVarity. the Anglo-Amer- 

“b 3 T°^w*E 

as had a difficult run since 
-59p | ale )as t yeai - t 

a mHE chsu S e wi!h 

ieek th^ Celo 209 P- ^ 
‘he pnee was lH 2 p. 

.. 7 “ nu fual fur an engineer 

m«mh d ^ Pack ' ,n rcccnl 
“"bft.* fil ? ancial group has 

Uo™ a H y Cnjoycd tile distinc- 

Ai though many financials 
w erc again in the money, some 
ol the more neglected Footsie 
constituents fur once made 
strong progress. 

LucasVarity's display was 
anead of an analysts' presen- 
tation today. Up to 40 analysts, 
some from the US, are set to 
tncei company executives at 
the group’s Perkins diesel fac- 
tory at Peterborough. 

The suspicion is LucasVar- 
tty, with first -quarter results 
due, will have a good tale to tell 
and the market is intrigued by 
the expected US contingent. 


The Anglo-US group was 
created last year in a £3.2hn 
merger which embraced I nets 
Industries and the Variiy Cor- 
poration,- American Victor 
Rice became chief executive. 

The enlarged group has had 
difficulty reconciling the de- 
mands of US ana UK in- 
vestors. Its decision to cut 
yearly dividends to help pay for 
share buybacks has run into 
criticism on both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

Footsie closed for the first 
time above 4,700 - up 52.9 
points at 4,739.6. New York, 
hitting new peaks in London 
trading. Continental, particu- 
larly German, buying and a 
strong futures market fuelled 
the advance. 

But again it was very much 
a market of haves ana have- 
nots. Blue chips hit the high 
road but the rest limped, often 
miserably, behind. The FTSE 
250 index, up 132, Is more than 
200 below its peak and the 
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FTSE Smallcap index managed 
to dose lower, albeit by a 
mere 0.1. 

Footsie could enjoy anoth- 
er romp today following the af- 
ter-hours disclosure that 

Energy Group, the former 
Hanson company, could collect 
a bid of more than 700p from 
the US Pacific-Corp. Energy 
shares closed at 580p, up IRip. 

There was talk some fund 
managers, growing increas- 
ingly disenchanted with non- 
Footsie shares, were selling 
them to buy blue chips. 

The temptation to stick to 
market leaders was also evident 
in New York. Although the 
Dow Jones Average was in 
record territory when London 


dosed Nasdaq was a shade low- 
er. 

General Electric Co. on the 
possibility of a British Aero- 
space deal rose 17p to 353 Jp; 
a Lehman Brothers suggestion 
the shares should go to 400p 
was another bullish influence. 

BT, with Merrill Lynch 
hanging a 5G0p target, gained 
12p to 4S15p and Smith In- 
dustries put on 7p to 784 Jp 
ahead of an analyst meeting. 
BG flared another ?p to 21SL5p 
on continuing Dresdner Kle in- 
wort Benso n support. 

For BTR it was another day 
in the dumps - down 2 p to 
184Jp. At one time the price 
hit lSOJp. 

Enterprise Oil. off 9.5p to 


688.5p, and Lasmo, 3p at 
272op, were hit by Merrill 
and Credit Lyonnais Laing 
adopting a more cautious 
stance on the ofl sector. 

Gian Wellcome jumped 
39.5p to I,273p and Amer- 
stuua International's deal with 
Pharmacia & Upjohn lifted the 
shares 1315p to l,482L5p. 

Builders scored more gains 
on the widening impact of the 
housing recovery. Barratt De- 
velopments nose 6 p to 245-5p. 

Financials moved ahead al- 
though their exuberance fed 
below eariier efforts. Abbey No- 
tional rose l2p to 895 _5p, Hal- 
ifax 13p to 762p and Standard 
Chartered 13.5p to 9725p. 
National Westminster Bank 
slipped 12p to 804p. 

Jarvis, duly confirming a 
substantial deal was being ne- 
gotiated, gained 5p to 296.5p. 

Morrison Construction was 
little changed ar 290p as 14 per 
cent of the capital was placed 
at 275p by directors; N Brown 


shaded to 413-5p as the Al- 
liance family sold 1 2.7 million 
shares at 400p. 

Scottish Media put on 7.5p 
to 706poo the expected hid for 
Grampian TV, up 7p at 3l75p. 
Scottish Media now has 19.9 
per cent ofits target. 

Granada added l2.Sp to 
9025 pon its talks with \brk- 
shire-TVne Tfees TV, off 5p at 
U55p. 

The long-awaited hid for 
clothing group SR Gent final- 
ly appeared, lifting the shares 
8 p to 79.5p. 

Mice, the exhibition display 
group, held at 85p as stock- 
broker Ellis & Partners placed 
85 million shares at Sp. 

Petra Diamonds added an- 
other 13p to 9 15p and Soro In- 

ternational gained 205p to 
256p on its fourth Mongolian 
oil discovery. 

High Point, a property con- 
sultant, surged 30p to 57. Sp; a 
restructuring, including a 
£7.7m cash rail, is under wav. 


-^ains 


OMcBride, the detergent 
makei; foamed lip higher to 
1355p as Wassail emerged as 
Bnear 3 per cent share bolder. 
The shares were 215p in 
1995. Wassail, easier at 326p, 
has 5.6 per cent of TLG, the 
hghting group which had 
hoot seen as its nest target. 
TGl hrid at 75p. 

CTTechnoplast, the Israeli 
Plastic group, held at 975p. 
Henderson Crosthwaite says 
the shares are a strong buy. 
Profits should be £ 2 . 4 m this 
year and £32m next The 
company has three 
investments worth £l 8 m 
against a £24m 
capitalisation. 

iZlBradstock put on 6 p to 
84 Jp, highest for two years. 
The insurance broker has 
trading links with Hong 
Leong. a Malaysian group. 
There is talk it is increasing 
its 4.7 per cent stake. 
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Stevens 


sport 


18 the talk 


of Ascot 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


WbenTifKW people t., m i 

to wnir 4 i ru.. t\°? L turned up 


to watch rheDeS r^ Ur 

srajsifi 

germg even now. if f^ or , h 
that arrive at Aseo f^i r- 
Day next Thu^dav wS 
you may find sev^a) *f ( h : 

et?J hft eX t CU,ivcS **Wng quj L - 

cluderi° har lop hats in a se- 
cluded comer of the R«vyi 

enclosure, which is n »i a criti- 
asm of the satisfied air ai Ep- 
som, but rather a sjn n ,,r 
remarkabie and continuing suc- 
cessof the Royal meeting. 

Sood old-fashioned 
siobbery may not be to every- 
one s taste (do not even both- 
er to apply for the Royal 
enclosure unless a badge-hold- 
er with eight years* attendance 
is prepared to second you) 
nor too the irritating number of 
racegoers who can distinguish 
Versace from Laeruix at 20 
paces but would not recognise 
Henty Cecil if he handed them 
his business card. 

When it comes to raring of the 
highest quality, however, there 
is simply nothing in the world to 
match the 15 Pattern races at 
Royai Ascot, as the country’s 
racegoers are clearly well aware. 
All four days feature among the 
10 best-attended race-days of 
1996 . with Gold Cup day 
( 76316 ) at the top of the ust, and 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP; Swan Hunter 
(Newmarket SLID) 
NB: Reinhardt 
(Beverley 3£0) 


the Wednesday ( 57 , 259 ) and 
Friday ( 55 , 145 ) ’ 


. .. . placed fourth 

and fifth respectively. 

In fact, the meeting is re- 
sponsible for almost five per 
ccm of the total attendance at 
all British courses over the en- 
tire year, a snippet of trivia 
which takes some believing un- 
til you study the anticipated 
fields for some of next week’s 
main events. 

The St James's Palace Stakes 
on TUesday, for instance, is ex- 
pected to include the winners of 
the 2,000 Guineas in. France- 
( Daylaroi ), Ireland ■ (Desert '. 
King) and Germany and Italy 
(Air Express), as well as the 
third, fourth and fifth from the 
English 2,000 Guineas. 

Ladbrokes, who opened a 
book on the race yesterday, 
make Daylami their 9-4 
favourite, and then bet: 5-2 
Desert King, 4-1 Poteen, 5-1 Za- 
mindar, 6-1 Starborough, 10-1 
Hidden Meadow, 16-1 bar. 

The quality is excellent news 
too for the BBC which now re- 
lies on Ascot for almost a third 
of its annual racing coverage and 


emerge was for Sampler's two- 
year-old Cape Verdi The filly’s 
owner admitted that he will be 
“very disappointed" if she fails 
to win the Chesham Stakes. The 
most impressive performance, 
however, was given by the 
American jockey Gary Stevens, 
who had arrived straight from 
the airport but gave no hint of 
jet-lag as he discussed his ex- 
citement at the prospect of rid- 
ing at the Royal meeting. 

“It will be an honour and an 
education for me to ride here," 
Stevens, who narrowly failed to 
complete the American Triple 
Crown on Silver Chaim last 
weekend, said. “I’ve studied 
European racing since I was a 
child, and the great European 
rideis, and I’m a great fan of 
Lester Piggptt and Pat Eddery." 

Stevens had rides at New- 
market a decade ago, and found 
the experience interesting. “It 
was a mile and an eighth, and I 
was dipwn in the middle with Pat 
Eddery on one side of me. I was 
-looking down that Jong straight 
iandl’af teidto-me,Nvhich way 
are you going?’ 1 thought, it’s 
straight down, how many choic- 
es do you have?’, and then the 
stalls opened and half of them 
went left and the other half went 
right and I had to make a very 
quick derision." 

Royal Ascot may be an edu- 
cation for Stevens, but there will 
be many members of the raring 
media hoping that the Ameri- 
can can also leach bis fellow 
jockeys a little about the art of 
communication. 

yesterday’s results, page 31 


Lindsay still in contention 


Maurice Lindsay, the rugby 

league supremo, has re-emerged 

— * * fnr fKo nACt rtf 


as a contender for the post of 
after be- 


chairman of the Tbte — — — 

ing interviewed ty the Home Of- 
fice for a second rime. 


That places him on a short- 
list of three for the job along- 
side Guy Watkins, the former 
chief executive of Hong Kong 
racing, and the long-time fav- 
ourite for the role, Pbter Jones. 
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SSSBSSb^g 

ssssgSSS 

9 $£ SS*s»« 8110 — 

1 s 


BOTH tt94Sa^ Boy,94a re«iyB*l* 

a Ml, 7-1 M ow ta mer. 

Cowse, 16-1 Ur Cempns, 291 

a20 HANDICAP HURDLE (D) 


£ 5^000 2 m 

1 

2 

3 

4 


LOW *111 _ 

hT^ oiaaE im 5 12 WPUJW 
«uerKWLn b u i -Ata«*«ro 
so.- uww « A 

m- »MEOFOURfW«« 4 ^ 5 — - 


153 «ICTUB ffW 6 »*J' 


BETTWB: 74 Honfa »«g«. 3-1 

tow, SriM Rejei, « t W ,n < 7-1 w “ taiBrt 7 

830 HANDICAP CHASE (D) 




£6^00 2m 5f 

1 


zssssssri 

i-sSgfesas 

i'S®Si=3Sffl 

& 231- S)* n>!in 

ssasS»Q 

--Ssk=3S 


L 3 W dCJIf ill 

uj, Dwwiawcap> 7 ao^A Pj«efty 
3 m. MHegAWMESmo-^awg 
3 fPS- 0 W«PaEa 01 D 12 J*M»O 

5 lift pM MHMWattOTPMiiartBfl 
-54KMI- 

ftoMiiSfcnad 

920 NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 

£3,750 2m 


w BKF6*1£ 5 U 0-H A MW!* ! 

y SAtflflWUIE 6 U 0 -T 0 K«*e® 

■». MSIEN 6100 yP*r 

me. micHBISCKWW. 6109 Jl Sqpp* 

■ M 'ilUlii fclMUlW 

" -Cdacbnd- 


StClNC SERVICE 

0891 ^ + 





Revoque return 

Revoque, a &aure 1 J n J?®- n Ir S 
? 000 Guineas, wifi begin Jus 

MmebadcmtheSuffidSt^s 

at Goodwood, his owner said 



j new®«*u ***** 

the coll ai *•*? 

srfissa*" 

S-ssssscfi 


yesterday signed a new ihrec- 
year deal (cosl undisclosed) to 
extend their contract for a fur- 

toertha-c^ from 199g lQ 

-iKxi inclusive. The ccupora- 
Ucm will also address the un- 
fortunate lack of depth in much 
of their racing coverage when 
compared to that of Channel 4 . 
with the launch of a rival to the 
latter station’s Morning Line 
during next week’s meeting. 
rim Show . which will air for 25 
minutes from 1135 each morn- 
ing of Royal Ascot, wall include 
previews of the day's racing 
and betting news. 

John Gosdcn, Barry Hills, 
Robert Songster and Clive Brit- 
tain were among the figures dis- 
cussing their teams for the 
meeting at Ascot yesterday, al- 
though the only firm lip to 


NEWMARKET 




6.4Q pike Creek 
7JjO Arawak Cay 
740 Octavla Hffl 


HYPERION 

830 Dancing Queen 
840 Right Tune 
9 l 10 High Intrigue 


GOING r Gf*nl - Mralfthl mUc (ramlndcr-Gooil to Finn). 

STALLS: SlaiKb'ddP. DIAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ H#x-huul raurw «>Uh Im Kiralj(l* l July roum). 

■ CffiBw la Hitfh-WRA of un»n on AIMH. Dus link (rom ComfafKkv and Newnnkct nil 
Ntaiom. ADMISSION: Club SIC (IG toSTr-year-oMs i lOj. Uranhumd a PaiMock S 10 
I lli io arnyrarokbi S 5 ); Farolly Enrinom SJt. CAX FABK MembmS 1 ; mmaMer btf. 
H LEADING TRAINERS WITH XUNNESS: H CscO — 63 wtauwfx Iran) 350 IW»cn 
RWW imuifsH nun nf 3 ( 241 and ■ profit to ■ SI Iwrt make <rf SJ 7 . 40 ; H Bum — 
4 'J wlwifrt, 531 tWWrt, SJIMb,-S 3 IGJi 6 : J Gm 4 m — 42 wmnoa, 2 fB nuinm. 14 .IH, 
-SOfl. 17 ; L Cam mi — 2 S wtnnem, 252 nmnen, 1 1 . 1 %, -S 128 . 75 . 

■ LEAIHNG JOCKETS: Fu Sddny — ) 0 T» ntrawn. SIS rides, 3 IJM. J LiJlfH L Deb- 
laH — 71 women, GIO rides, l lJAt, -S 178 JO; WR Snrinbwv — 44 wtnnm, 31 1 ridra, 
M. 1 %, +S 2 .I 7 ; 4 Setd — W wtiumv, %.'l rktra, 111 . 5 %, -S-l-i-Vi. 

BLMEESED FUST TIME: Fo»|*oiy I 0 . 4 U). 

WINNEK IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: MoOy Mask ( 7 . 40 ) woo at Socthwrfl on Fndaj; 
CettMgr Prince ( 8 . 10 ) n wiatC atiwitk an fYkby. 

LONG-WOTANCB RVNN 8 B 8 : ItosfiQ Udy ( 7 . 40 ) h»bm sem 206 mto \ff JW Wats 
from lUctmund, Hartli Yerimhirr: OnLdaed (R.| 0 ) A Sues Tenuis (R. 40 | kan- Imen ml 
2 UU mlln by E AWea finm Lonffim. Loncvditrr; Shun Spirit (K. 4 U) hi JXX) ihUm by Mn 
M Knriry Inwi UuriLiIp, Clrtriinil; Tpt AjpJo {«. lo] 1 JU mttes by Uim Gay IMrway 
from OMniHibt, numn. 


Peh of W TO "Mi BW»anw appeals to be Mhnu toy, wriotmtied » wotangllMtiH 
oehm BMttM on Mi nwauenon at w Oa«n meeorg two out eeuM do net Mtnr man 
mh at nme » OMSy CM# M RjfWtoW U 0 W» MUnwOs, houw. Wo* a» t/> » a 
Mwcomv ind DoMd Uider'S MMWAK W, 8 260000 s Common Qcund COR out M 9 
Pbragn Bom waw. muht be the one. Ofewor Pester tatoa the ado. Mw 0 —i dm, 9 ton of 
M speady Mage Ft«( ftrwnecl b newr-dwwnw Iburth (of 20 ) m 06 Nan Agrin on he 
at Wflhwtmwwon 12 dws bo bat wd pnewi Euan to. Ja selection Trtflm haw 
moBtofaffam ■ WawimconiBrmlueaCwaw'»l 9 whoi l l i l^n i.a 35 JOOg»pw- 
fhnwwinwhy rbatncHy Worth (rflffl 9 9 HUHV Houm IMft. SeUetkwe ARAWMK CAY 


HnrmfttotnethflnmeJramtoutaflr,^. 

* Bntfmn h Apm - the pa, b™, Mtien aefeaanj Dunoaoti* HlI a tempi 

whin an 13.4er07i fcunn » Mr “*»■ Ibe Aw-year-okt cMHM Sera 5-J 5-2 

rong dwity and t* m ^ Sussex Back ega coys atp 


alter sanmgdiMty and he w 0,10 'ctrriia inn Suss 

■jotehgiMi a ae M wtwmota a Mtoon It each ions nest Fa 9 y Kidgri mo 

HCOnd and mw io Dm “J 1 a can* of umar 


NGK SPARK PLUGS HANDICAP {CLASS E) £5000 added 
f»es A mare* 7f Penalty Value £3^48 
3026*- SMltaiBrcaNWE«CI>i»er49I2 U 


lii’J 


Heond and mw to Dosm Ha,» a iKi, eflru a «• *Wt when they mn 

wne terns, Fahy Knkgrn wjrTa, m *pii ana should confcm the tomi cn 3B> 

ran wo« txsm Dmes. mass i«»nth / 3 !zr 2 M . naa ^ i* 10 - csiTOn^i unutsced Twice smee. 
C utted N WwuoBmBh^in^QrtT^^^^l^biBCaitMtanaiWingrariag wtefc. 
shouta not oe far »o, on a 4 J wnonm m two of hs las: twee sans ana 
lengjh and a half * Gotten* im * , * n an sanngfr » scare oy a 

ctebutat Muaefcur^i tnAprtoi ***** IWI Been $ 0 CMSsfu) smee n« 

1^6 am ran Dsmss Gift to a nech at HaydocS last tma. 

: ORDAINED 


05M4 WWVSHM)YtlGnte»QnlrailH)CHH497 
asm flaxwMi(s«(UsPHmiPnBc 49 a 


26200 IMHU.UDY(S7)lSBaUC0OOenlWVass394 


0000 n n 1 nun pni UI 1141 5 nmitriin W iiirni T) i 
66321 l«tJXIMCM<PEMn}GWavnan392(Sed 


0*006 NMAIH»ME«iDrF<a*SBChao>SMMa3Bg, 
4300 WWP3)(tMittnNlM* M ii ) M&aam368 
0260- s u i i i ipnq iHAi m amttM»ta3Bi 


MOM K«VaiME(lfiS%rGMSMnvPH 0 *«< 7 U 
(M04 uCMinUMEnilMaB6e«tinBdl6tcslB3712 

-Udadmd- 



iSS BSS8Sa^/*» “ 


000444 ' 

auto- MJE 71 A l« (UU 4 a 


I K 


.£Tmh*( 3 I 7 

JFQPM2V 


^ 1 CK 3 3 e 1 : 


&40 


JUPITER UMTTED STAKES (CLASS D) £5000 added lm 6 f 
J75yd* Penalty Value £3358 


32010 CUnHMI HIND (49) (B K Vbafc) C Brian 9 9 10 


44502 OESSII DUES (38) *ls lain lane) H Qaham 4 9 X0 


055 IRAMUNC( 29 (HCna<UI)araLU)llBbrBhBid 4910 . 


BDoritl 

JtOMte*u 2 


00420 PKCSSKdBA)(28}lftttn&asbeBihndvB!IBaibng49 7. 

214 POLTPHOW (USA) [K NxUBnj R Qatoo 3 S 6 _ 


JQriml 


..WRym5 
JU&Mayll 


064 HHRUHIHU(US4)^(M(Mun A UAmun) E Ou*n 3 B 4 — OODuotoa (3) 4 
-lOadMd- 

aemNffi M railway, S-l Pm Crook. 4-1 Desert Duo, WMwMt, S-lOwdun Wud. 14-1 


1996: no twrespardwc merwie 

FORM QU 8 X 

Unraced as a tHO-year^M. POLYPHONY has yet n run a bad race after three ouu^. Run- 
ner-up boftnd Brand New Donee a Woheftiampun m Aprt cn htt debut. Roger Chariton's 
cett wen one oeasr at Canale two weeks teter end nd wed under 9s: Els n rts first hand- 
op when a ttme-ond a-haK-ienotnounii tolbjdn itan over ms astanea at NotarWiam 
19HOf&affi- eoncetfcnfiastoneiothowinnBr. Fat Eddery «®ns up wBh me US-bred for 
the NsL une here and he can return to wemeng farm. Pto Craeh, a ctose-up fourth of 19 
tetwnd Pnrca Wnskyat Epsom m Aprd on her return, chased home 25-1 chance Last Laugi 
at Both row omebu Pest anyone home m the 15-rumer race non byTumpole « Yortr. 
bemgwMd when ad chance had done. A better forecast bei rwert be Duert Dunes, who 
an Asm* Spray, a prawous scorer, to a head on nis raeppeerance » Safistxsy he weens 
BSP. Chatham bland has a good meant owr the years and. abhoutfi a tons “W adrift of 
Me Creek ai Epsom, wU be nohsoa^aerfar the an -his first snoena went m « Ytemamh 
tosJAuguSL SelectloiE POLYPHONY 


■Otllft S-l Octerfe HR. 1 L 1 Mo^f Hwd^ 6-1 Sharp V Shady. EJ. I* 1 
89 , 10-1 PUS A Vutwm. JJUHNei. 1*4 tows 

form sums 

0CTAWA HU snowed rnuen tovrawa toon wnen renrea* AMwi's Mow n> a tonph m • 
WU of 15 nan apprentice event at Doncaster last tine. PererKanlsfs (fly has been teriftd 
4 to tor oik but she ean open her account wnnOUwertaMr an ejreca&twiceoetons MoL 
(YMi»ifchiBbeCTfflacWto«aB 4 «ittenwaiBi*ilhMdiwnMd 8 |iiapiSwnhiwh 
□f her last thru races, moss recently when emUnf stoning toon at Soutnwel Ian Frldw. 
77» flUy made the frame tov nmes on turf in 19B6 and should do so «pn tMs nme. Stup 
WShady toohedm noedoflUrOwr«riwna|iM>-Bnd-a 4 iaB-lenBhtounhofl 5 behmdDeer- 

ly auer sn ftetangs at Chepstow lfidly* dfo. M the vn Wong on bm saRerweft should 
sul Chna wan runner Unshed a god ttwd a Absolute Mage o w r ua ft's tnp at Yaeonouih 
on her bnal start las umv HtagM Lady, naviar-up twee tost season - batmd Caewn Uafi- 
c « R*on and Bishops Cowl at Hatnfton - mfl be sharper tor her NauasUe seierth of 
19 to Smohey Rom Caplaw last month, her tost appe a r a n ce sanoa October. The ftfiy can 
fiaue with Frank* Demai m the saddle. UCbaCMatoe hasn't rad much aangBoa could 
g> wea weh saod 5b-danter Roptton Ftnench talons *e nde. Geoff Lews’* lily touhed a 
MM more than couple of lenffhs off the winner when ftxirm of 14 n Dark Menace’s race 
at Brighton etfitdaysaB) and races off the same mark tonghLHajat showed aomeabd- 
■ty last season and isn't oat of it even if she has run unplaced m both outn* so tor thu 
term. SafiacUoac 0CTAMIA HILL 


SSS 22 SSKWipoTtoSejSSaTo" 
20000 



lto|i» 0 ) 9 V 
A Days 


JllMll 
I ID 


*** IMtotoe-saoM-lSHWlSphtolO. 


FORM BUIOE 

wiwn miStB his debun^^ ^^^ ^g^;- ^ "when tourm m 

er meeting here. Ben Haruxiiv't a tQ V nn pefw W Blue Itorer a: a lax 

Gcxxiiwjod bui was unotocEd on ^ 071,1 0 5ec3na » Bnrtoon JacK nr 

UBea^Ritoyat/br M0*DOABvmif^ m "^teaten 14 tengmswtien ttwd (of five! 
mdMrattolSK. beCft ""W® 1 - Successtoi at Fonteftaa 

September wll have bocoeo ^ WPearmce snee 

twcmtoHowiai r— ** s "" ^ 1 12 ia bus it's not a tnugi race ana 

1 ,np ^ 0,5 reappearance and 

Revetov 1 * Smart SoWt war. Ouana rraJe and unplaced at wonudi- Siir>- 

«M«*CanCani9dyai NewcasM m May on fts toa 

SSSaSfJRSSS oilofS S ; " SZ «vZ. 


840 


ESSEX CUP (HANDICAP) (CLASS E) £5^000 added Ira 4f 
Penalty Value £4,045 

J &045 4 NQENTQDESr(L 4 iUdxuBI N Caiaffwn 4 10 0 MEMqrS 

002150 FMKmaunnPiSumPaen^Rmm59l3 PatSMwyl 

4»4S> SWIH HUMBt Pte Wot GooW D Cotgae 4 9 12 HMnasrU 


1 9-3L0 | ^^i^J e ^g, (CLASS D ) £5J)00 added 3YQ lnt 


7-10 


DAILY TELEGRAPH MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5j000 added ZYD 6 f Penalty Vdkie £3*753 


1 

NUHUt CKt Oucayan Stud) 0 Later B 10 _ 

aw*nn»l 

2 

0 GffT OF G 0 ID ( 18 ) (T 1 Otaaon) 1 CBmpbel 8 10 

-R Pitot 3 






hum: 







8 

UNDEN MEBUS (H C Ctuw) LCtoai B 7 

PatEtktery 7 


RUCIEMDa (UD (totsN P Cdfi 8 7 . 


fiUHORA BUY (44] (Dwd I WrtEf) M Taisfim 8 5. 
-10 1 


JCfctoa* 

-OBMB9 


60635 ipaaidiWMMte0WpptCMWlBMSai)a»aWtotogw99» ntwyia 

06204) DRUHMK (te) (Oa RaMgConpWQt J Whantn 494 KMk«2 

20-155 9M4TAmaBtB|IBltoteiay)Bltttosy492 Wft)aa» 

00456 MiaRMS«CKr|D»)nmiMsCAW|]CMfl891 NCuMa D> 

8 000-32 0RZMMS (1) Bxftn Raone £ Amon *90 IFE»w 8 

9 00006 F0teRD«l£H4lff(2S)(S*s Wa8n»«ij W lAason 48 U JtCadtoaaeS 

10 43- S3 DMCa«QUe»flaiMrsEAlWna)liaB!3aiO Jlhtol 

11 2 30 VENniRCCOMMCXfU^ Mods Telecom CtfBttPUC8natoi38 8 Bhutan 15 

12 36101 COnMEPnNCKmD)(UaiiUy1honauJJQuni4B8(4efi L Dettori 7 

13 696 RtOOHUCMT HVMMSB 00) (IMCuri M MMBun) E Qutop 3 8 5-0 OltoaofeM Pi 12 

14 00600 SJIPriMII(4)mn)»(hHfnyn9C5inh585 AGMwmMV 

15 11514 raKMnmm<APMhD&rKtleaB)5B3_ £ Santas E 

_ ctodtewf ■ 

■EflPiG: 5-1 Cottaet Prince. 11-2 Yet Beta, 15-2 tana Itatnr, tM. Miy Xslght, 9-1 taMaed, 
10-1 tatoot Qata. Dandag (tam. 12-1 Uooalpt lender. Mat A Ran, 14-1 loott^kxnh- 
bow, 19-1 Atafeta Secret, FboeWabis Ftama, 20-1 otbea 
F0MI OWE 


O JIIMtotaa 

6 - ”” ^ Ktaaa"'; j Bge 

^ MBC (S Carman Inn a Stem? 9 0 Hvim 1 


■ — — wumnqitiuirtaiagp^u DKniMl 

SETTLE *»g US*) (224) (h Atcoau -i C«i 3 a 'I KMtafl 

, ^“SWHJSWBritQjiavSO DYareJm’ 

*• l ^ anTn «ii j tea^ 8 ‘i ..... -LDebwis 

VBHE CUCQUor ikranr Cornaato RAnrsow689 JtPdcaZ 

— 0 r“ — • — ■ 


BETIWto 7 - 44 nwACay, IMUta Hrifipts, 13-2 Hhtfnata, 8-1 Itaaoa Bey, S-lMdwjdiXr- 
iew, DM Brtmftnm, 14 J Bab WMnt UHk Mta 191 DmtaflA 20 J Oft Of SoM 


IMs can gp to OROMfO, tamed by Ene Msun m Preston. The deu^Ber of Woto was 
twee a wavier last season, both at Redcar. She was rene lengths off the wnter when tnbd 
(of six) to Qom Deere on her reappearance at Ayr last moreh but she ren KWrerev tt half 
e leneh at tatoensr rone Oars affi and jbcos off the same Via lime. Ya* jjpd ME 


FORM GUDE 

u fTBE * a * ”,^*,l^ ien ' ratane ^ 31 Nonmeram last Octooer out Imaned 

“ Faianj: ‘ n s su-rJiE on stranfr 

lhe _ Sad>e<& W* 'wsnT raced snee but Jonn Gosden a 
?« ■=” °P«i her account. Ran an enoy ortwe. 
Henry Cecfi runs peatue Art iheren Fatom and High tatn»M (VA0>e R> 3 n) Seattle Art 

te October But he aarruhng Ns tost aopearance men and can reverse the tam. 

Neaw has raced since ton Seattle An. a Seme Slew nad 6 rathef to the same stable s 
useftj A9Bg^«_ another Wtiovwl tie gragit &fiougv Intnaxi dnfwd (ram Mm &- 
1 when tbah of 12 m pur People at tiBceaer >asi aao^na on nre s-ntfe son so far and 
ins son ot dual Demy nero 9wtey Hearts toohs sure to bid a warning opponumy re cue 
course, SakcOoK UFTRE 


SALISBURY 


O on I BOUJNGER SERES AMATEUR HAMXCAP 
*^1 (CLASS F) £4jOOO added 7f 


HYPERION 

£20 Desert Lady 2£0 The Frigathre S20 
Sharp Imp 3S0 Winter Garden A20 Mr Spongo 
4.50 Love Has No Pride 


39046 WWESEfIU3[U)(D)RHoctps412 0 HrJ1btad7 

1-1131 MRI«B«BE)(13D|(D)GLWm71110 

HrlHseftoMS 


34394 MOROCCO PE) ( 0 )) M Chamn 8 11 B MrRIhoataaB 

4 S 5422 SHARP BV [ 13 ) (P) pf) R URmer 7 11 6 


GOING: Good to Firm. 

STALLS: Strain oonme - tar side; lm 2f- Inode. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Righbhand courar, mainly nphD end tearing. 

■ Course la 3m SWof ehy offA3094. Saltobuyatarioa (London, 
Wnerioo-Eufer One) 3m. Bus service to nmrae. ADMISSION: 
Membcis £ 1 3; IfeUesinlb SD; Course Enclosure 54 (accompanied 
rnidci^ IBs free all enclamro). CAR PARS: FVee. 

BLINKERED FIRST IlMBs None. 

WINNERS IN IRE LAST SEVEN DAtSt UnfaatMw Roche* (2JM) 
won si FoDusuwe on Wednesday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ned's Bcosaza (2L&0) fare been sent 
286 mties by M Pods from Pftrcebridge, Co. Dreham; l yco one a s 
(360) sent 284 miles by M Johnston from Mkhfleham, N Tata . 


_UrTMctatby3B 

5 95450 PC 9 (IER(lS)(C 0 )l 9 sNDUMd 5114 ItoLJOBardU 

6 01460 RJQMG 0 Pfl)(P)RKsnnan 3114 MrCVtpnU 

94300 Gt»ltMMGP 9 APJina 31010 JHrJtakktataW 2 


8 06003 DEUBHrOFQMMI ( 7 )(D)EVlfCrier 510 5 - 


JHr J Deatant «) 9 

9 05006 CALANDRELLA PQ GBakfttg4102 MrRflcMall 

10 023290 JU S W BM EISpa)J 84^5102 Mr D toUpr (4) 4 

11 65600 roUJP00mBip2) BRMEman 39UJMrLBtair(4)l 

12 09000 SEV»IMlL(15)JBml«697 ItoSOnckms 


-Udednd 

Mitoun wtfic 9 st hto True lanMcap Mtfc Saem MR M 2 % 
BErnNB: 94 Mr Havertaut. 9-2 Stay top, 7-1 WimB SoWrc, Horoo- 
ea, IP -1 Piitar, CTrer ItaH 124 !!—>». Jreflnlwwi, M-lotan 


330 ] 


HSH0PST0NE STAKES (CLASS O £31500 
added SYOlmfif 


Z 20 


EBF WHITEPARtSH NOVICE STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4350 added 2Y0 fiSes 5f 
oessrr uun’ fl Oaten 88 — ;:;..TSprefcefl 

OOOOD&wonhSB PUBtowyS 


JOfVOHVfSfiMU Wdffr 88 _ 
HMHH. P HUejn 8 8 , 


JtPdMS 


1 0412 W*nSG*«jeiKS)pniCurrara92 LDettmll 

2 00903 H£ICHBt( 27 )HMooton 8 ll_ — i R «*»3 

3 32 WMWftPaiWlBiMngSll - * 

4 6 RXEaquBr(9)jSU0in86 — JIMd 2 

5 1 YC 00 ICS& u Johnson 8 3 IftatogS 

-Sdectorad 


MBSUSKR NMff R tansi B 8 . 
RCBMUfEI BaktogBB 


SABRE GBB. R hbnren 8 8 . 
SAIIGO H Momton 8 8 — 


.DmI7M7 

MMta* 

RPertaal 


BEIlPIft 4-fl Water Bewta, 94 TEtopla.g-ny c oeB«ei, 134 ri etcta , 

29 -lFoteys Quest 


05 UMRSALIADf paCJsma 88 

-9dBdnre]l- 
BETTMta 7-2 DoPa, MdauaraBr NRW, E-lDrewt Lady, 


JCMterl 
— IMU9 


7-11 


Laos, 8-1 Sates BM, Unlwtsal LaRjr, 12-1 otben 


2-50 


AMBER TRUST HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4g02S added Sf 

64050 HEENDiy BREVE (4Q (D) (BB &V KsfiMy 7 10 0 — 

Ito^asU 


00016 IflGfl D0M4W (47] (CD) J StMOBR 6 9 12 SOTOWMlO 

09040 SHARP 5I0CK ( 6 ) RHod^s4 9 7 Soyta MHdwE 4 

00006 MNCSBJ3iaJD0YpailD|MaN0uHefel896 

TEParrea(5|8B 

40641 UKKIIRP P2)68 D Etoaotth 3 9 5 I Held 1 


PDNTHU. STUD dr SUMABVXMN SW- 
BLES MA1»I STAKES (D) £4^00 3YD 7f 

5 BM1ADMW(U)R Hannan 90 DwwOHeMl 

20 BK0(U) J PoJBn 90 SDreree 8 

9063 UWMQ|21)mWRHem90 _TS|psta9 

0 NLDSB 07 ( 14 )APjones 90 HPttaE 


IOLCUR Isay Hemes 90, 


Jf HBi 2 


3 mSP 0 HGE(USA){lDIBaklng 90 . 
9 SWIGS OF UWE ( 215 ] V Sonne 9 0 . 
5 Venpfl)KMcAuUe 9 0 . 


98 BJZA(M4}ladHMneicnB9- 


-Pat Eddery 5 


60 OKR 1 NEMOOM( 27 ]HMiaaav 6 DileyS 9 _FfMaal 0 
-lOdacterad- 

BETTMC: 13-8 llliifiv 7-2 fierce ^.7-1 llllfiiar, 9-1 8H«, IP-lBid- 
ladara, 14-1 VwdL Owerlha Hwm, 19-1 eHian 


06003 W7S BONANZA (13) p)MDodS 68 10 ACtedcS 

-60502 BMRfiNAK (U| 61) G Mctawt 5 8 ID C Ratter 2 

09002 VC FUBAIIVE (14) P Mtcnal 4 8 8 AtWatafflE 

09000 .NBD TREE MU5nntes 468 CtePe Ao0fi(7) E 

600601 umEBRWE ROCKET (7) 68 W Ute 3 B 7 ( 8 n) ■ 


4-50 


U 0006 PBKHNWnDBEMi{23]BRMRran3B3. 


JDtete VME 12 B 


12 


96302 CHBPSIAOf (n JUBmtay571D. 

_ ^bcIhmI ** 

EMnun aetfc 7a Kto. hue hamtoap aatijitCNufs Lady Ta Bto. 
BETTING; M lady Dfr. 91 tare Brearea Banareto UBtatoae Itoc 
el. 8-1 PriteMOr Bnet, Chtofa lady, 191 Mgl Deaata, »-l etEars 


BARFORD STMARIW LBffTED STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5j000 added lm 2f 

05009 BULLIWCH ( 3 ^ R Ftapi 496 RitoffwaB 

45006 UMBBH>(10)VSDene*96 C Ratter 1 

30630 NBREWL U0Y PQ 1 M9R4 93 1 IteM 3 

3-1 mm( 7 B)MG*tea 3 B 9 HHe 4 


621 SCOS 8 { 12 )p)LCunri 389 



45364 CAMUS QUEST (ElJNMBe 387 . 

-20404 UHEMSN0PHBE(lQRItaiDn387. 

KTime U9 MOM; MSoeae, M law Mae Mo Mde, 94 Cad|s Qaeri) 
m Hadteta lady, 30-1 BWU, 334. Laatala 


oAnl TOLLHOUSE SBJLfttG STAKES (CLASS G) 
— __J £2375 added 2 YD 7 f 


HYPERION 

21D A»4»240 Shwdoo 3J0 Hflttfll>340 Lasham 
4Jfl Rambold 440 Sharpwitted 5JD Princess 
Of I 


GOING: Finn. 

ffTAUA Sfendshioouise- tar rdde; rest, - Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for fif to lm. 

■ Left-hand course, level and fair. 

■ GooBeiaNaf town an A149. YermocAh Marion lm. ADM1S- 
81 ON: Ch*Sl2; TenosallsS&fiO: Connie £4^0. CARPARK: SI. 
BUNKERED FUST HHE: lleeUHa ( 2 . 10 ); Tke BsUy Lobby 
(viaared) (3.40). 

WINNERS IN 1HE LAST SEVEN DATS: Rpomb* (3.10) won ai 
Caaerfct oa Fncb$. 

LONG-DWANCR RIMNERSe PriaceueOTHeuts (6.10) bat been 
sent 291 mBes by M Pipe ftvn Ntohotashayiie. Demi. 


14 lA9HUI(lfi)IICategtei92. 


SCX ASA PMMTC Dwyer 811 - 


-WRyaa 4 

I Stack C 


EMnLDBSGCRErcUeoySU McelaHMaethS 

604 THE H 06 &IT LOBBY (IS) MOmnanS 11 I total 2 V 

403 CMURAII ( 19 ) U Bandad 8 6 RCoctem 7 

066 FUOMAdDPDtaansBfi ]F^n 3 

00 1W0S EUlffi (50) M lomptans B 8 DBfcpl 

-7 


BEnUG: 54 laehem U4 CbBhv 91 The Htaqr Lnbby, IB-1 Seh 
Ai A Pentt. 291 Sparing Secret. Hrtta. 25-1 Ibna letead 


P0TTB) IBGHAM HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£Ap25 added 6 f 

56104 PR 9 IASXJl(lOS(CO»MRym 610 O —GCwtwl 

06230 HMBMHSUSfER (34) 001 CUBA'S 94 


CHARTER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4g025 
added 3YD lm Sf 

60341 EP CW » CWWMOiennBt 9915 rt IFRpaS 


pxr,i 


40056 RAMBOtD 09) ICO) N Berry 694- 


09096 D 0 HPB l E(Za)(qmRBDB 694 . 


-Noob HmomOi B 
JHMmS 4 
— KFelh»3 


012404 D 0 UBLE 0 SCAR( 7 )(D) DMchdto 4 B 7 -AiuttaaMesBB 
50056 M 9 DBB DREAM ( 7 ) (CO) P 3 L Medal 8 8 5 — M Feota 2 Y 
504615 BHKHT PARAGON (U) 0 ))K toy 8 712 


02-22 MBH 0 NlK( 23 )mAStelWt 9 7 . 
621025 A 9 S ( 15 ) U Johnscai 9 6 


JH Roberta 7 


'521224 RR 05 N 0 (lfi)pf)SCMUans 93 . 
00622 JUCMA(I 9 ) JPB 9 KB 90 . 


-DHend 4 
— XRAnl 


8 


00060 SMGIUlE(9)08UQte*ion871O. 

- 8 dedarad- 


-HettteDwyer(3)5 
IQatao7V 


JIDovlal 


0509 BOtOBf MBJPf (2M) M HaBBXI-gto 8 13 — S tTeaderr 9 

40601 4DKL1AN (15) (D) U Bd 8 ID HMbS 

96061 DAM SUMO (14) (Q B Nerbuy89 I Stack 10 

00065 QMGER R0GB1S (M) DArtuhnM 712 IQotaa2 

00900 UB3HE (4^ J W Rajme 7 10 GBrataESB 


IMnun itt 10B. True hnfieap aeiyrtai^Re 7U9BL 
BEmifC: 94 Prtaa Slk. 7-2 Brfctt Paragon, Oon Pcpe, ttotola O*- 

car. 9-1 Haamars Uehar, Etetaa Dteem, (nriffteta. 1*4. ReatoaU 


— 10 dacivcd — 
iMm*n we(ght 7 st HMl. True nenatspmjffr UechBeejrlUb. 
BOIMG: 7-2 Jactada, M ftwnbre, US HRiOa Uh, Anefiaa. 91 Ate 
le, Knew, 8-1 Dm Stmodt, 20-1 ottaa 


440 


WEATHERBYS PEDIGREES MAIDEN 


O AO] RIVER BURE NOVICE MEDIAN AUCTION 
r-.TrJ STAKES (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2YD6f 


01 BH«D 0 N( 2 q(narHPl<Ecar 94 . 

B UB7S MDE KNOW (3E) C ktonay 8 12- 


STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 3YD fflSes 7f 

0 BIAZEI7S BABY (11) J fanaww 6 11 DHeHaaal 

4 C4BCHAHGE OtOftY (Q G Ute^son 8 11 


-GBerewalS 

0800 IDVEOVOtGtKOpDM Cnapman811 DOSmt 

IIOON BUHT ) SmytfvCMwume 8 11 S Sander* 6 

Sttwpwnrai&steifiii 6 N *7 


92 TRHCARWBHanWyBll. 


52264 TOWtran ast M Taman an. 


.JIIIbTener 2 
— D«B »4 


CREweaoDYjaEtaceBU. 

UP1REWMLICm4*elB12_ 

JURnUBrCDnyerB 7 . 


3 

4 

ARewMl 
—hunter 5 


BETTWa M SberewEted, 4-1 Wbeer. 91 Tepatert, 1A1 Moon Faby. 
25-1 Bta 2 »*s Sebji, Ctocbwfe Hoy, lave (her Gold 


BHUIB: 19 fibandea. 74. CrewtMatody. 191 Up tea MM. JaefOB- 
bf, 291 FtafatoDM Kata 


3 JL 0 


RADIO NORFOLK CONDITIONS STAKES 
(CLASS C) £2^325 added 6 f 

[■) n M Chapman 6 9 0 _D OWKaa 1 


HORNING HANDICAP (CLASS Q £4 fiOS 
added 3YO Sites lm 2f 
34600 PRWCESSTOPAIff) CCyaer9 7 BCertarS 


5 JU) 


wi » » 1 — - 

24255 - CAWRDGEBAIl ( 233 ) (BF}MJchns&n 94 _J) Hdhnd ID 

056 TOPJEMU«Mlb «»92 SBrateal 7 

256 MT 5 AB B 0 ( 55 ) DCO 60 O* 8 13 M Brewer 1 

■10363 TOP SffiF (W G Brtmn 8 12 5 Senders 5 


1 860000 

2 30963 VBOWECIVaKUSrOBQnmDMehok890 



3-1023 PRMCESS OF WARTS ( 9 ) II Pipe fl 11 

060 enra TO CMH pi) CQsts 8 8 

62536 POBBt PHWCESS ( 8 ) M Bel S 3 


&Urey2B 

JtMkre4 


3 29130 IbQIABPD PDMqn3810. 

4 46640 J0MMYSnCCXroPte^JGtetan388_RI 

BfiHUBMaitataa ItapIteBrt, Mtlrttob, MJteiaai BtaocalB.lPl 


FeateeE 
Drew W 3 


J> 0 TShea 9 


00400 BBmaBBUWnOMufssfiaO 
003 ROCK IT ROSE ( 82 ) Dri SCM# 7 13 
-Udedered- 

aEII*lttMP*eteeel)fUaert^*-lI«p8artLPo»arPitaMte,81Crai- 

brtdHe 8U.191 tap Jeea, 12 J. fttoeeas Ibpez, PE Saif No, 191 otben 


HYPERION 

ZOO Oatey 230 Meter Bankas 3 jOO Cae-Jay- 
Ay 3J30 IWr Tatgh 4:00 Aifigustan 4*30 Nerontan 
5 jOO Prtrna Varda 


EOHBWGTDN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£5fl00 added 7T IDOyds 

94003 DGS8ZTCAT (7) M Wre 4 9 10 ICremB2 

502333 snmmaCM.pajEAkBinSBlO ACatoaaeU 


800600 DUE KALDfTMO ( 2 Q ( 0 ) R Hcfintaatl 5 9 9- 


GOING*. Good in Firm. 

STALLS: Iiwfcle. DRAW ADVANTAGE: Htfi for OTA TTlOOytK 

■ KWhL^wnd, KaOopfatg courac w*i wry aUir W. 

■ (Vanaebi lm W ofunm an A1030. Buncervk-e ftwn Bever- 
ley nuiton (Hull - Scaitjoroimh Jtae) 3m. ADMISSION: dab 
5 12; Junior Club (10 to 21 -yvwwrida) l&; Itewnrelto £ 8 ; SDvo- 
Kng S3; Course Enchwnre 52; Picnic area 52 or 53 per car, pins 
S2 per oceupanL CAR PARK: ftce. 

mjkkERED FIRST TIME: Tret And ARalffvlBOnd) liOOfcMle- 
tre Banfcta Hta Beveled (vfeomO ( 2 JH); FtareecCar'a Cores (rt- 
sored) llt-IDj. 

WINNKRS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: BetataniC (360) 4 Mr 
Tell* (3;«1) won here tel Tberadey. 

tONG-DXSTANCE RUNNERS: Caaplaa Mon (2J») A Rkter 
BaMm( 5 JK>) tori 266 b IgiWG MTOmcrtran OaiMDeeham, Khb. 


i«7 


324002 DMMUB (U) n DM) D Hartn Jaies 7 9 8 IRHeoaS 

800421 SH0M»E(l«P)UJtfnaredSB XShed(5)5 

4-6404 SWFUnr(U}WHBet4 93 LCbemacklA 

430000 PBMlD8maei{U)nibaLfojtBi692PRatarti|5)4 

040003 CSaMY-AY (7] (QD) J Btoy 10 8 13 KDreteyll 

06530 sMaunBKutji^mdaio — Meuegari 

10 000605 BMP SCP1IC (7) (CD) T Eanwy 5 8 9 IVMaver3B 

11 00091 RSMHMDT n (Q D Ntoids 4 8 7 k»Wande(S)ll 

12 06900 DEEKE7EE CEE (M)P) MW Eataby 383 -—Tlnca^ 

13 60060 RQ6aiEIJOOEfflWSK«ta9lllBlJiateBiiDa(7)6 

14 60003 0RELUD(7)n&ianlncba4 712 KtoTMtarlOB 

-Udeearad- 

BEIIlta lie Pewefc, ertebaWL 91 Weeletee, 7-1 fotew 1 * 

C a n Ayrt y . 91 tan Sea ylfc; 10-1 Pnee rt Cn, 14-1 Dteara 


3 35 


n nfl l POLYGON (HUMBERSIDE) HANDICAP. 
^■*^1 (CLASS E) £4JD01HBe» A manw 5f 

1 20006 TMtrMDAH»F(iqmJL^re5lOO. 


2 00663 O«IY(4)(D)l*8JRsmsdHi409 

a 46300 TWnOWIBOtajOMQM Moore 48 B_ 

4 00096 0HWWm»9BNr«(D)RWn*ar4 95. 

in - — ■ -a - 

5 06449 PR0ewl8ffT(2BO) WCBoo6i593 KHaddeonM 

6 09683 PHMMMSJWWWJWn|n>4fl2 XDretoyJ 

7 00044 OtSPWl MORN (8JWGM Timer 390 _J»9waaare«2 

fl 00560 BENT W***® P) t™* 0 hdw489 — *.J(hiTKdtal7 

q 26GSG D04MHJJE (W (W 7 EliBrtiy 5 8 9 ICrenBO 

u 09504 MR»K(M)(nABd94B7 H Dtt*t7B 

11 UYS7K*LmW^lSMte3a6_J8B»ed(7)llY 

S 06000 SNMB mm Jrtw382 MHe-yBJlflV 

5 SSS SW5ErtWTO{»nSMaare i l4T13 


UMVHHTY OF UNCOLNSMRE AHUM* 
BERSBEH’CAP (CLASS D)£5JX)01ni2f 
06009 PRWB90RSCOK(U)(B)JPren4100-MMUnlV 

02090 fUMG NOBM MB M Hereby 4 9 12 4 D bail 1 1 

51060 BMOtres(160(Pder396 Kforiey* 


06061 IMTSW c ; Ifa J Ronwlen 5 9 4 (S«w3 — I ftrtae I 

00160 MHM{UQ(D|DltytoJDres6B13 LCtaaocbB 

035140 aOU>lieaMEPtenMBniMi 782 I taw 2 

-Sdeeterad- 

IDIMar<MMr 1 lriA 44 Bredre^« 4 FMMItorta > l]^aeMltab% 

91 Mhen, m. Pnepeeter'k tare 


14 Q50002 OWONOaOWN (ID L Uiwi^mos S ? 13 JJete fltoeea 13 

15 06043 8UPBffMJS(rt)UretSflBE4 713 .YMMnS 

S ^ PMW2E««H%««47U —-la-taRU 
17 44406 R 0 IHBMBDPN#CMID)CSifliBl 571 O 


ERNEST NONRS MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5jD00 added Un 4f 

1 64360 MMOniON Ml lady Hadn 49 12 RDretoyl 

\ ^S 013 » 0»M «mMeqi9eJHanMllW*92-lfataa8 

3 431042 *)aaaW W(015Ggay6Blfl IWerear* 

4 OTRESSflUCm MaMffeidqy 889 *C«*arre 2 

5 3P506 W»1WW«KH0B385 OenMcMfimS 

Bema: cm nm l Bur . 92 aj^QR, 7-2 ta B Ude e. 1LJ MIM- 

wwr “ 


(7)4 


-iTdfidiivd- 

Mrdnum wttfc Ta lOto m» taetoap ^M»fMPlikni 3XL 
rwymta 91 OeMY, 7-1 Sreeaal Hereonr, 8-1 DoreteeBe, Hyrttal, UM, 

EJfs^Sta e«K, Atotaa, 


MORE LEARNMG CUUMMG SOKES 
__i (CLASS F) £3^300 added 2TD 5f 

oo MSYHtTI«MHWM«r93~-: .TlMdS 

21564 MKIHIIMna(l«mw6MTkiw93_ 

DltafolfofniflB 


~A -4AI LMWSlSnY MTERNAnONAL LMTD 
STAKES (CLASS E) £44flO lm JJOOyd* 

1 222106 SUM UCNM}MUn«Nt49 7 KDMfiyS 

9 025-30 MBMBmtoAMta*49S Jftataa2 

3 os-loo fwaoMorereex tain 1*38 io emaryni 

4 644506 BETTHEPOMI(22)HHcendreto388 FI^RbS 

5 6042 mOMM(7)BHBi3B8 l ^-i_^ MU J8Min& 


t*Z<] 


BEDMR 94 Nemaha AI Bertha PdeL 92 
Ur2tae< 


0 MmUMB( 37 )MWE*»tYfl U.- 

s 




5 B0MfPgPP2IMWBBPiiYH*4.. - , - ... n t— 

41ffl POM£SS(2a)(nmNTeiMer812 JtaTHder7 

43 SMBYSWKMJWtoW'aia -—Utomref 

wyNBURYKKRFIAiply 89 -~ ^AHnate 15)4 

«oovt aiFWMONOSWJBepySfl Pfoe^nuB 

0CI«UWB(U)M Bnh 8 S ~ — -—-JkOmuz 

Miennn u IMreir 


aaja oomions os m bs»oo-- — —- am* 
MBSIPinfBtm MBrinnSO— DN««affi(7)9V 
DNCREOTBCSOBeiterBO TUMkarel 


-U 4 adre*d- 

— iiBULlli K rtei llM b n «» ■—■ ** “*--^ 


REGIONAL UMVERSJTYMABOi STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4^00 added 7M0OydB 

QWUNf M8MEUBrmn497 DMam>f 7 )i 

00 BtaaMEi»rfflMaflfy497 «PteEaa 2 

9 PWAVBBE(2f4)LCutan<92 J(0re%8 


9 WRABOHA (BHJ R Hatauhead*9 2 


03 mmmukmuiRimtZAn 
00 BvaiBmiHatanaiSSll 

09503 R0TORIMN(li)JBMhal3611 

43 Room ROtal (22) CBioflta 3 8 11 ^Jna 



58 ST 0 RYmiJ»|JBI*»jnain«tet 38 ll__JtatBet 9 


ifiDMa 1 1 imiremni'n r i naiidi 1 1 itreuMM. 1 1 ftwiMa. 


HYPERION 

TOO KfaiS Of Show Z30 Rfyadbm 8 j 00 PhHstar 
&30Ry^RC Times 9uDO Outsourcing 930 Shenv 


~onn \ SAMTS AND SWNSIS HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £30/000 added lm 65yds 
[ 00143 SC4R4BBI W fM) W S KeWee** 9 9 13 — )Fnme4 

3395 PW*:UBHrpflGV*3ffl4 9J3 KDertoj7 


JJM nciKUHII uvtidiB"* ® 

51060 taOROION CUE H 7 ) (CO) MSS L Penas 5910 . 


GWNft Good to Ftrro (Good In ptaea). 

STALLS: Steads side except lm A Imlf (taride). 

DRAW ADYaNTAGK: HQgh best for lm to In If. 

M HahUrind wnctotafaig comae wttli pcarahaped loop. 

■ Receete&ae ts nonh of uwnt an B 7071 . Hamilton W« raBwey 
toedoti (sendee from Otagow) is lm awegr. ADMISSION: Qub 
61 ii Grandramd end Paddodc 47 (£4 for OAFS, disabled & «u- 
*nte, £10 for eoajflee); aeecreqrenled under- Ifis free all enclo- 
tet raa. CAR F ARE: Free. 

BUNKERED mar TIME: N^rew fthw e (9.00); Trittr (*- 
•end. 030 ). 


I Wenw 3 

101402 XWMJO (US 4 ) ( 7 ) (D) DCJnpnBr 696 PfoSMy( 3)2 

e pmi B«BDWff|KBl *»4 94 l 6 W TtamaiS 


ream muswee* ntaereeseinrei ■ 

35640 WB1HM IMIUCE (189 0 fepto Jtoes 3 8 5 >Cmeil 

910 Bai£BUOU(«3)MJolinHHi3 83 DeanMdteoraB 

06904 NH1H SfWHOHY (14 PHa*m38D LCtreraoekS 

60012 riBMCaw. BOY W (C°) T Elreerenn S 7 10 JMe Gtreon 6 
65005 MnunamnoNtaiiono — k stamp ) id b 
- lOdadered- 

MMiua eoSta: Ta im Tw /unfeap eeKttRairtifiwraaat 
BETWG: 94 RMeter, 7-1 Scaabe^ Mto BBsa, Prtedprt Bey, 91 Mere 
Lfckt Ttotal, MBiiai Water*, 10-1 others 


WINNERS IN THE LA 8 T SEVEN DAXSe HdlMta- (ItOO) won M 
Naewdeon Wedneadey and e* Epeoaite) Friday. 
W*»« 8 TANCB RUNNERS: RldKabacte- ( 750 ) has been eta 

37 B «Be« ly P Qnoplf-Byren bora Itoon. Wltarelre. 


um 




AK&H1 DEVELOPMENTS AMATHU RI>- 
BPB HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,500 added 

sr 

1 60233 JHTB0B (HJICfflS KeakwdB 120 -ItaPM**** 

a 


iRCtrefc2 


3 «I8IMLIIBrW^te)DKeyd^J^4 ul2 - 

^ - _ iftt rrtae r ' — - 

4 - 000(38 WlBiBHl(7)WWMaJteradan6^4^-- 


HAWLTON ADVemSER saUNG STOKES 
(CLASS E) £5^000 added lm If 36yds 

/4604 0NElKTOUVE(2S)SKeaeiMl492 IFtetWtollB 

0009 OPEUnC 04NCB (1123) RUdtefiar G92JMeta6y(7)5 

00490 TUBBED IMG (16) (CO) PHashm89 2 IWerererS 

060 imNG1ME6(2S) JBeny492 XDadeyU 

00 DWBT5 8BL [24) DttftA 4 8 11 PFfifiMyP)* 


1U4B5 J0Hmn(U]P)JGoUt4U3 


338420 lMMCU.BENCM»(CD)mjBB«4U2. 


.— JtaLFarolS 

■fiSBJp ISUMBMMXS 5 pl)(C 01 MMLnma 61 l )8 

Ifc*AI.HretblaeaB(7)lB 


40002/ JUSnUftRSRE (J40) Ites M l®(pn 5 8 11 ICemlB 

000/ P4UCE RNBt (U4) D Mobtt 9 8 lUtaean Mri&U (Q 2 

06000 BmCGOWSBRO) DNMn48U KStadRS 

06060 BENI ROBERTO (33) M Jdnaon 3 B 4 _Jlele a«re ID B 

55 KWKW/WHJ(S)WKaro384 Rite*. (3)1 

•24220 BMM(73)C7hjrrfion384 DirelidtooimT 

555-55 IMMDIIlMllCE(58|Dli3lfffiXi’es3713iOtreiiodt3 

60306 SWSrNnE(9) MsLPenaltS 713 H fernery 12 

-13dedared- 

B C IM G. »4Zntba. 13*2 TMeefiadPnfc Mima Vtaiata, 7-1 B eau nober 
tfi, 191 Dow Hwtfld, street Hula, «J.7)yb* Ttaee, 191 otben 


°°mb' Tm v mom m n " 6 10 6 

■ MfV 

84005 


in — - - — 

S SSSJSSJWttDIItaigSM HeaJ 

12 98280 »IBRrw«.no (Sf(OJ|l*sLPenai59U 


13 40090 
M 60000 


_________ RBfillbM 

««JfioUe791D^JIrOlldPtei 

" nz(awiflreLPBalt597 

MrDI8bHp)7B 

BBrewBP)12Y 


« ^2S? yW l °k Heel Petal 1197 

16 4ea& •“ QO, wkor(2mca)BUd«w997 



WBjCON HOMES EBF MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5fiOO added 2YO 6f 

06 BUmrYMESMMWEaaBBySO LOaraoe»;9 

BUZZClhansnSO -Deailldtioreii 

Iff LOST LOVE MJchnaon 90 IWtaierS 

(USB) (U) P Cde 90 TQt*a7 


jp4)MoJftm*n90 MDeerinf2 

. (2S) D Hfijdn tone89— — J Canal 1 
HARAS* 981(00) BertyB 9 K Daley* 


17 0096 


Bra* Deatol®9B 

kW(IDDnMi697 lbs Oytatoren (7)13. 

-u m e te red - 


S(20)WKomo39. 
1 QDU 3 ) tendon 39 — 


Fae*«y(3)8B 
— IRataeS 




■Sdcdpod — 

BEnWfe7-2MylAittwe,Cta»nlliatal,Ure«asa,5l0i4s«»riat7- 
1 Shalyeb, 191 Breri Yrtas, 12-1 Sham Sbotear, 191 sttreii 


ssts mg 


LLJ 


CLENGOYNE SMQLE MQtLAND MALT 
OOHDniOIBSBiasiaiBin mnnn 
added lm if 30yds 

m/l- RHMMH(4M)PCcto594 


TENNENT CALEDONIAN HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £ 0^000 added lm 5f 
04404 WlWdDGBcteriUBlO— TQ*t2V 


000244 am qy p 2 ) s ifertaBi 5 9 10- 


IFtoben 4 

J wearers 


2 24060 OXONCmONM-UKCm U Jdvsuii B 13 ™l 

3 l BCKBCCKg (3 7) P Q^t toriiten 38 iojih 

aowfca-ll myrtea, 92 wjanMdlr.391 


1 

2 

3 2630 TY «M)ia«EHT( 58 qRMsn 69 & 

4 065201 UlWllttMDIBEniC0|DNcin995(5MXSMfD5B 

5 000063 C0BNARWWME(B)UfeSLFeRat490 KDretey? 

6 0069 SWU 0 Y(SDC 1 hfirrtai 4813 R ^JtoMMdtaM 3 

7 POOW 9U/BtPEMB.pa(CD)MsAIM4pni681U(iainll 

-7 


8 OTM 8 : 114 Lend AtaxMe, 7^2 SWer had, W Sfaenty, 5-lTdfcy, 
Ceta Na tataWrB-lllaretaberet, 291 SHMy 


• fc - : ^ 

BaSSlTO'. *J: , - ■ r 





> 




WEDNBSDAyiiiS^^ 


, t hF tmdepenpent 


BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: Home counties pair put their Midlands rivals to the sword to reach Lord s final 

Bicknell on 
the button 
for Surrey 


HENRY BLOFELD 

reports from The Oval 
Surrey SOS'S 
Leicestershire 178 
Surrey win by 130 runs 




planning has extended to Mar- 
tin Bicknell, whose two Tfests 
were against Australia four 
years ago. In his 1 C overs at the 
start of Leicestershire’s innings 
be bowled an excellent line at 
fast-medium, finding movement 
both ways and took 4 for 41. 

This effectively ended Leices- 
tershire's interest in the com- 
petition, although it would 
anyway have needed some re- 
markable batting if they were to 
have won. Alec Stewart and 
Graham Thorpe, the engine 
room of the Surrey bat ting, 
had made a Leicestershire vic- 
tory unlikely with a splendid 
third-wicket stand of 158 in 32 
overs after they had been put in. 

Leicestershire had to get off 
to a good start and they 
achieved it only insofar as Vince 
Wells played a lovely cover dri- 
ve for four in Bicknefl’s first over. 
In his second, Darren Maddy 
played forward to one which left 
him and was caught behind. 

Bicknell, now 28, bowled 
within himself and with excel- 
lent control keeping the ball up 
to the bat and bringing die bats- 
men on to the front foot where 
they will always be more vul- 
nerable against the new ball 
when there is any movement. 

James Whitaker, who must 
have regretted his decision to 
field, also began with a joyful cov- 
er (hive off BrckneD, but he came 
forward a g ain to drive the last 
ball ofhs fifth over with bat away 
from pad, and was bawled off the 
inside edge. That was 28 for 2, 
and one run later NeiL Johnson 
pushed forward to Chris Lewis 
and was caught behind.. .... . 

The score became 32 for 4 
when Aftab Habib played a 
stroke, if one can call it that, 
which would have won the day’s 


booby prize. Bicknell, for once, 
bowled a short one outside the 
off-stump, Habib stepped across 
and hung out a limp and pur- 
poseless .bar and gave Thorpe 
catching practice at first slip. 

Wells and Greg MacMillan, 
who once came down the pitch 


extra cover, played a few good 
strokes. Then, at 68, MacMillan 
was leg before, half-forward to 
Ian Salisbury, and, in his last over, 
Bicknell brought one back which 
nipped between Wells' bat and 
pad and hit middle and off. 
There was no way back for 
Leicestershire after that 

As it happened, their innings 
wait on longer than it should 
have done, largely because Thor- 
pe, of all people, put down an ab- 
surdly easy catch at extra cover 
from Paul Nixon off Ben Hol- 
lioake when he was 20. Nixon and 
Tim Mason stayed to put on 75 
cheap andcheerful runs for the 
ninth wicket, with Nixon going 
past 50 before Thorpe mad e 
amends with two good catches. 

Surrey did not begin well ei- 
ther. In the first over after a 
spanking square cut for four, Al- 
istair Brown flashed at Alan 
Mull ally outside the off-stump 
and was caught behind. Ben 
Hollioake announced himself 
with a square drive and a straight 
drive off David Millns, but then 
he tea lazy on-drive against Mul- 
laHy into the pit of Whitaker's 
stomach at mid-on. If he had 
gone through with the stroke, the 
ball would probably have land- 
ed somewhere between Vbuxhall 
and Victoria stations. 

Fortunately for Surrey. Stew- 
ait and Thorpe now began to 
bat exactly where they had left 
off at Edgbaston. Their stand of 
158 was die highest for Surrey's 
third wicket in the competition. 
Both were then out trying to 
pudi it along even foster and the 
innings ended with some terrif- 
ic strokes by Adam Hollioake, 
whose 63 came from 40 balls 
with four fours and two sixes. It 
left Leicestershire wringing their 
hands in more ways than one. 


Duckworth-Lewis under fire 


Sussex are lodging an official 
complaint with the English 
Cricket Board following their 
farcical Sunday League defeat 
at Durham this week. The coun- 
ty faced a revised target of SO 
in four overs under the complex 
Duckworth-Lewis system after 
torrential rain caused a 100- 
minute delay to the match at 
Chester-! e-S tree L 


complaint wit; 
Cricket Board 





Alec Stewart is stumped by Leicestershire’s Paul Nixon for 87 in Surrey's semi-final victory at The Oval yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Kent at a canter 


Sussex, who lost by 62 runs, are 
also furious that the JOth over of 
their innings, the number nec- 
essary to ensure a result, was 
bowled as the heavens opened 
Their chief executive, Tony Pig- 
ott, said: target prcwwl that 

the Duckworth-Lewis system 
doesn’t work and we played in 
torrential rain Mien we should 
have been off the park." 


DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Canterbury 
Kent 206-8 
Northamptonshire 140 
Kent win by 66 runs 


A magnificent display of out- 
cricket by Kent gave them a 
comfortable and deserving vic- 
tory. Needing 207 for victory, 
Northamptonshire made a 
complete hash of chasing a 
moderate target,' never really 
overcoming the loss of three 
early wickets as the home side 
bowled and fielded with purpose 
and guile. Kent now meet Sur- 
rey in the final on 12 July, their 
second Lord’s appearance in 
three years. 

The one-sided nature of this 
contest came as something of a 
surprise after Kent, batting 
poorly, made a total that looked 
30 runs light of being compet- 
itive. But while both sides bad 
players missing through injury 
- Mohammad Akram and 
David Capel for Northamp- 
tonshire and Graham Cowdrey 
for Kent - the tricky pitch. 


whose sporadic movement and 
bounce never allowed the bats- 
men to settle, meant that 
Northamptonshire were always 
chasing the game once Dean 
Headley had reduced them to 
34 for 3 in the 10th over. 

Sensing capitulation, the vis- 
itors’ captain, Rob Bailey, em- 
barked on a severe period of 
retrenchment in which two runs 
were scored off 28 balls. It was 
not the way to keep the run 
chase ticking over, and the 
pressure created from such a 
dilatory scoring rate eventual- 
ly did for Tony Penbertby, bril- 
liantly caught at slip by AJan 
Wells, as well as Bailey himself, 
who went caught behind chas- 
ing a wide one. 

Kent’s catching was simply 
outstanding, a feature exempli- 
fied by the diving catch made by 
Matthew Walker off Headley to 
get rid of the dangerous Kerin 
Curran. Walker is a chunky fig- 
ure in the manner of a young 
Gatting, but there was undeni- 
able grace, too, as he pulled down 
the sharp chance at mid-off. 

With substantial inroads hav- 
ing been made, Paul Strang, 


playing with a broken little fin- 
ger, mopped up the later order. 
Extracting a fair amount of 
turn, the leg-spinner lured Tim 
Wilton and David Sales into in- 
judicious shots. 

The day began with a damp 
patch at one end of the pitch af- 
ter an overnight storm had 
leaked under the covers. But al- 
though it was too full really to 
come into play Kent, haring 
been put in by Bailey, batted as 
if it was a primeval swamp. In 
particular, their running be- 
tween the wickets was careless 
to the point of recklessness, and 
both Trevor Ward and Nigel 
Lkrng were run out as Kent lost 
four wickets in seven balls. 

It was not good cricket, es- 
pecially from Ward whose 
forceful 78 bad done so much 
to get Kent, at one stage listing 
on 63 for 4. back into the game. 
His effort was not a solo one, 
however, and he had a staunch 
ally in Mark Ealham who 
scored a vital 46. Together the 
pair added 100 for the fifth wick- 
et, a stand that later proved de- 
cisive, on a day when batting was 
never comfortable. 


Australians already 
reaching for Reif fel 


Paul Reiffel may be thrown 
straight into today’s match 
against Nottinghamshire at 
Trent Bridge amid growing con- 
cerns among Australia's man- 
agement atom the form of 
their bowling attack. 

The 31-year-old pace bowler, 
a siuprise omission from the orig- 
inal party having taken 19 wick- 
ets in three Tests on his previous, 
visit, . was due to arrive yesterday 
to reinforce the tourists after in- 
juries to three key players. 

But Reiffel will be given next 
to no time to acclimatise. Al- 
ready without Andy Bichel so 
far because of a hip injury, Ja- 
son Gillespie broke down with 
a hamstring injury at Edgbaston 
and all-rounder Greg Blewetl 
was unable to bowl because of 
a long-standing knee problem. 

Furthermore, bowlers Glenn 
McGrath and Shane Wame 
both disappointed in the first 
Test, leaving coach Geoff Marsh 
with tittle option but to throw 
the jet-lagged Reiffel in today. 

“We will obviously talk to 
Paul when he gets here to see 


how he is,” Marsh said. “TVfe feel 
practice ont in the middle is prob- 
ably better than just rolling his 
arm over in the nets. If he is go- 
ing to be available for selection 
at Lord’s, he is going to need a 
couple of games under his belt" 
Gillespie, restricted to just 10 
overs at Edgbaston, is virtually 
certain to miss the game today 
and unless he responds to treat- 
ment could also be sidelined for 
this weekend’s trip to Leicester, 
Australia’s final match prior to 
the second Test at Lord’s. 

“We are not 100 per cent sure 
about Jason, but I don’t think he 
will play in the Leicester game 
which wfl probably rule him out 
for the Test match,” Marsh said, 
Mark Taylor has decided to 
rest hims elf while Blewett will 
have further treatment on his in- 
jury to allow Michael Slaterand 
Ricky Prating time at the crease. 
Adam Gilchrist wiD take over 
wicket-keeping duties from Ian 
Healy, while both Whme and 
Michael Kasprowicz also drop 
out to allow the returns of BicheL 
Brendon Julian and ReiffeL 


cause it allows Norman to 

S with his life. You ^ 

Saying a new jet and visitigt :• 
yolr mate downtown in the< -- , 
White House. -i 

Hard as he tries, the 
42-year-old Australian, stiD rat- 
ed the No 1 golfer in the world _ 
by the official rankings, cannot *_ 
stay out of the headmen On v 
Sunday, at the Kemper Open, • 
Norman gestured in none too ‘ 

polite a fashion at a spectator. ± 

who he thought had said: .Wt: 
“Chunk it in the water .The day 
before, Norman tore a strip off ; 

the first tee announcer, who told - ■ 
the galleiy politely to decline , 

any offer to see the Shark’s tro- 
phy cabinet ^ r" 

This was a reference to Pees- . 
ident Bill Clinton's accident at 
Norman’s home earlier this 
year, in which he injured afo. 

knee. Norman suddenly develr .. .. 

oped a publicity shyness over.. . . . 
the incident and yesterday, • 

apart from smarting over being 

described in the Washington.^ 
Post as “that ill-tempered .. . 
Aussie” and “Mr Sensitive”, was . . . 

doing a bit of spin doctoring. . 

“The President says he feels 
great and he’s lost 30 pounds, 
which he thanked me for,” ' 
Norman said. “A couple of his itf 
staff came up to me and said: . : 
‘That's the best thing that ever -. 
happened to him. Don’t worry ■ 
about it because it slowed him • 
down for a couple of months’.” ... 

The Norman family popped . 
into the White House on Mon- 
day and got a personalised tonir ' . • 
from the big chief. “My children .. 
are US citizens and it was a won- ‘ 
derful day for my family,” Nor- 
man said. Not even-.. 
Morgan-Leigh and Greg Jnr .' / '■- 
could believe it when their fa- - 
thertoM them he was about to ‘ 
buy a new plane, a Boeing ‘ 
737-700 costing $32m (£20m), 
not including the $6mworth of . 
refinements to add an office,-., 
bedrooms for himself and his ^ 
staff and a work-out area. ' " 

Part of the cost will be offset & 
by a separate deal in whictrNOT* w ',‘ . 
man, who reckons he travels 10 
times around the world every 
year, will become a roving am- 
bassador for Boeing Business 
Jets. As for his present G4 
Gulfstream, Norman might try 
to sell that to Ian Woosnam, ; 
with whom be is paired tomor- "• 
row. Costantino Rooca, of Italy, : 
will not be teeing off on Thurs- 
day, however, after withdrawing 
due to an unspecified muscle 
injury. 




Rowell names strongest squad 


Rugby Union 


Jack Rowell, the England 
coach, has selected his strongest 
possible squad to face Aus- 
tralia in Sydney oq 12 July. The 
36-man party will see England’s 
original squad for the recent Ar- 
gentina tour reinforced by the 
return of several Lions from the 
tour of South Africa. 

Mike Catt. the Bath stand- 
off, and lock Nigel Redman are 
recalled by Rowell, having left 
England's tour last week to 
join the Uons as replacements. 


Scottish Rugby Union offi- 
cials have secured a £500,000 
three-year agreement with BBC 
Scotland on domestic broad- 
casting rights for dub rugby. The 
deal includes coverage of dub 
league and cup matches, the Eu- 
ropean qualifying tournament 
and Scotland internationals 
against, for example. Fiji, Italy, 
Argentina or Western Samoa. 

The New Zealand Maoris 
shut out Ireland's tourists in the 
second half to secure a com- 
fortable 41-10 win in Palmerston 
North. The Maoris outscored 
their opponents by four tries to 


one in a stop-start match played 
in constant drizzle. The frequent 
whistling of Southland referee 
Paul MacFie also contributed to 
a disappointing spectacle. The 
official frustrated the Irishmen, 
who found themselves on the 
wrong end of a penalty count 
and were in trouble at virtually 
every breakdown. 

ENQLAND SQUAD (w Australia, Sydney, 12 
JuW FUM»cks:T Stepson (Newcasde Fa- 
cans), N Beal (Northampton). Wings: A Ato- 
bayo (Bath), J SM^UwInw (Bath). R 
Underwood (Newcastle). Centres: P da 
CBamfle leapt. Bate). NGreenstocfc (Wteps), 
W Greenwood (leeesten , J Guscott IBami . 
Stand-ante M Catt (Bath). P Grayson 
(Northampton . A Wng rsife»3). M Mapietart 
(HOucestefl. Scnim-fialfa: K Bra often 


walkabout in 

Las vegas against life ban 


Football 

WORLD CUP GROUP EIGHT 
frolgn ri y | ft htmn fci pin ) 

{at Lau&nMHQtfur stadium, RfyiQSMk) 
TOURNOI DE FRANCE 

France y Italy [Z 45 ). - 

Cot Rare das Princes, Pads) 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Gauteng lions v huK (015) 
(at Johannesburg). 


Speedway 

EUTE LEAGUE: NnO i>nn * Eanxuns t7 .451. 
PREMIER IEAOUE: Hull* GteawfTJO): long 
Button * Oxford (7 JO). 

INDIVIDUAL: Battle of Britain Trophy (pootol. 

Other sports 

OO IF: Brtwh Wjmfln's Amateur Champorahip 
lOuden Bay). 

SWBOMPtt Saara Cr a nxwnsreB 
■TOMS: SWaArtos men’s tournament •Queen's 
OuP. London): OR CKB* wron'i toum^rcnt 
(Edgbaston). 


Basketball 


Dennis Rodman has upset his 
Chicago Bulls team-mates after 
heading off for Las Vegas fol- 
lowing the defeat on Sunday that 
left the Bulls tied at 2-2 against 
Utah Jazz in the NBA finals. 

Scottie Pippen was not too 
happy, for one. “We don’t have 
any control of what Dennis 
does off the court," he said. 
“You would think that he would 
want to start to look and eval- 
uate what’s going on on the 
court with himself, but it’s his 
preference what he wants to do 
after the game.” 

The Bulls' coach, Phfl Jackson, 
said: “I didn't endorse where he 
went. 1 thought maybe he wasgo- 
ingtothe state line. He made it 
beyond that. Dennis is the kind 
of person that needs to blow off 
some steam.” 

Rodman made no apologies. 
“I went out and had a good time 
and was relaxing. I got rid of this 
bad taste in my mouth. 1 had to 
do that," he said. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 

The Salford forward Ian Blease, 
is to appeal against the severi- 
ty of his life ban from the game. 
The former Salford captain was 
banned sine die last week for 
striking a touch judge during an 
Alliance game at Bradford. 

After discussions with his 
club and solicitors over the 
weekend, Blease has decided to 
appeal for more lenient treat- 
ment in view of his good disci- 
plinary record in over a decade 
as a professional. 

Two players in the World 
Club Championship, Anthony 
Swann of Auckland and Pen- 
rith’s Matt Adamson, have been 
banned for one game. Swann 
was placed cm report for use of 
the knee on St Helens' Andy 
Haigh last Friday, while Adam- 
i son was reported fora high tack- 
le during Monday night’s victory 
over Bradford. 

The Bradford coach. 


Matthew Elliott, is another who 
could be facing disciplinary ac- 
tion. Elliott publicly criticised 
the referee, David Campbell af- 
ter the Penrith game for his le- 
nient attitude to some persistent 
high tackling from the Aus- 
tralian side. The director of ref- 
erees, Greg McCallum is 
privately furious that Elliott, in 
trouble before for similar re- 
marks, should have sounded off 
again and the Bulls coach could 
face a heavy fine. 

McCallum has also instruct- 
ed referees in the World Club 
Championship to administer 
the laws at the play-the-bal] 
more strictly. Coaches of British 
sides have been compl ainin g 
that Australasian teams have 
been getting away with illegal- 
ities in this area. 

The St Helens captain, Bob- 
bie Goulding, is out of the rest 
of the first phase of the World 
Club Championship, Goulding 
has decided to bring forward an 
operation on a hernia ihat has 
troubled him for some time. 


Samcera),MDni«oa(NortRaRi{)torj,AGo- . 
mnsal Otespa), A Heater (toaster). Pnwc 
D Garforth (bacaseri, J Uwoart . 

6 Rountree aetasta), KYata (Bath). Hooto- 
are: R C«*erS ocicastw). P Greening 
(Gloucester), M Ragan (Breton. Locfcu M 
Haas (Bath). M Johnson (Lmcascort, N Red- * 
man IBath), S Shaw (Bnsal). Back rows: N 
Bade (Lflceaw). B Oarice Iftawnontfl. M Cor- 
ry (Brtstol), l DafiagKo (Wasps). RlfiH (Sara- ; 
cons). No 8 k T Dfpresa (Saracens). T 
Hodbor (No rth ampton), C Shoasby (Wasps). 

■ The glass manufacturing 
company PflJrington has ended 
its nine-year sponsorship deal ■ 
with the Rugby Football Union, ' 
after offering to withdraw from 
the remaining two years of its 
contract if an alternative com* -, 
pany wished to step in. 


TOD M&m 

NUMBERS. ' 

. — - .. 

£1O*O0O ^ 

7he soaofjtob&Jlacfidyes- 
terday op Tigs' Woods towirv 
the US Gperv which begins 
tomorrow. The befcptaced by 
a punter nrLSouffiend, ih> 
mecfatgfy led feadbrates to cut 
the oddsfod^lta4-lj arid! 
is Is the fejfirettin jtff.mer. 
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FootbaB 

TOMMY STANiTORrH 


Stone may not be ready for action until October 

NIFOtTTW S£fEfl??S! a ler ? don fonxd Slone’s aiforewlnh*..™ 


sport 


gapped patella tendon fotued 
bnn. to mss Forest’s vain fiSt 

^legation. He has d 


Slone's enforced absence was 

-sau«i iciegauon. He has"»i Skf? 011 ^ on f s, s dcmise ’ iramcr deadline in March be- 

-■sSMSttrs' -sgasstss ssssktes 

SssaaS SESsas -ESST 


-7 that was available before the 
transfer deadline in March be- 
cause they didn’t want to get in 


icuessful. Stoke will not committing themselves to new more is expected to guarantee should he a nice a n t s™ 
do any transfer business until kjng-tcrmdealsaithednb.The a bumper crowd for the Second sum his car^-r in rhk^-Jmin- ' 
they have appointed a successor (Mender Gary Rowett. 23. has Division dub as Vflla fans trav- VUia haw -m-n 

to Lou Macari as manager at the signed a new four-year deal el down the M40 to see Brian n — - rrP 4- . 

while the 25-year-old midfield- Little's £7m 


^“^^habiBtfflioncen- ta "■ ^ufciUon and wl-"^ hoping 


van Hooijdonk looked a good 




S^W55SJS£S wi-i-Ts™: 

^Stoiie has been out of action t °°!f v <;h ^ 

-mslJMS KaasS rSS =®S ■«*&= 

*.s? femora sssasPE^asss — ■ 


uppvinufU ii wiM 

to Lou Macari as manager at the 
Vieioria Ground. 

Stoke's chairman, Peter 


signed a new four-year deal 
while the 25-year-old midfield- — 
er Paul Trollope has signed a erpool for 


from Uv- 
it time. 


i^ruek Thistle and Motherwell, 
while on 28 July they pby at Kid- 
derminster Harriers in a testi- 


Stoke s chairman, Peter er Paul Trollope has signed a erpool for the firet time. derminstcr 
Coates, said: “Mike is still a comma winch wfll keep hhn with CoDymore has already worn monial for th,. r,\i vwii-Tit 

Stoke player and we have made the Rams until the year 2000. a Villa shirt when he appeared Conference 
the position quite clear. V/e Aston Villa's record signing, -and scared -during their end 




the position quite clear. We Aston Villa's record signing, -mid scared -during their end manager Graham *jWr ^ 
have had offers for him, but the Sum Cdllymore, will make bis of season tour of the United LjtUc * meanwhiie wdl rc- 

™« us «,ni,. w . - uuuavsncpnsQrw.nasm.^ -r - matter will be left until we have first appearance for the dub in States last mouth. Wycombe turn from hnlkfav in •Zmmutw- 

against Leicester at the nK al Se P lem ber or Ocu> the anker Pierre aee . r : li ‘ evor Francis - must wait appointed a new manager." this country in a pre-season are managed by the former Vd- cn d of the week to Sn un hk 

A SmdlastWembSaS? before I am available «nttl next month to see if his Tie Derby CounQtSager, friendh-agaLt^-cSmbeWm- la coach, John Gregoiy. who faSffJS 

tt September and a first-team football - . p y club-rrarnl f2.5tn bid for the Jim Smith, has received a wel- derers al Adams Park on 18 saved the dub ftom relegation C r,^ 

' r club didn t spend all the mon- Stolte surlier. Mike Shcroa, has come boost with tvro players July. The appearance of Colly- last season, and Lirde sjd: -It hUJispOTal ' 


Fran 


Lee’s feat keeps 


lent 


** l '=Ucd 


***' » 4lU 


‘‘aa-Jtl 1 Ben 
R ** fcwAtkaa 


Henman company 


Tennis 


MATT TENCH 

reports from Queen's Club 




On the dav that Tim Henman 



day 
d the 


:rimation 


Sicrtsa Cooper 


the young 


reached the third round of a 
tournament for the first time in 
nearly four months, his thunder 
was stolen by a Briton three 
years his junior for whom play- 
ing in any round of a senior 
tournament is something of a 
novelty. 

Martin Lee is 19, supports 
MiHwafl, and sports a yellow and 
blue shirt that gives football kit 
manufacturers a bad name. If 
yon saw him in the street yon 
might think he was a callow 
teenager -who looked at the 
ground too much. But the Lon- 
doner was the best young play- 
er in the world a year ago, has 
a brilliant natural talent, and af- 
ter a period of adjustment is us- 
ing the Stella Artois 
^Championships to announce it 
Pjo his elders, but not necessar- 
ily betters. On Monday he beat 
Andrei Olhovsldy, the Russian 
grass-court specialist who is 
ranked 354 places above him at 
146. That victory was Lee’s best 
for precisely 24 hours, because 
he yesterday dispatched the 
American Alex O’Brien, the 
world No 34, to claim an unlikely 
place in the third round. Much 
more of this and Henman and 
Greg Rusedski may soon have 
another Briton joining them in 
the game's upper readies. 

As has become huts, custom, 
Lee 1 indulged 7 in : the sophisti- 
cated psychological ploy of 
dropping the first set against 


O Brien. though yesterday's 
6-3 reverse was hardly in Mon- 
day’s 6-0 class in the false sense 
of security stakes. O’Brien, for 
whom the word solid summed 
up his appearance and his 
game, took the set gratefully, vo- 
ciferously supported by a small 
group in the front row for 
whom there appears to be a 
small comer of a foreign field 
that will be forever Tbxas. 

Lee responded by breaking 
O'Brien in the first game of the 
second set but was immediately 
broken back, and while the 
left-hander displayed a far 
greater ^ range of shots, 
O’Brien's experience prevent- 
ed a second breakthrough. The 
crucial moment came with Lee 
trailing 0-30 at 5-5 when the um- 
pire overruled a line call which 
would have granted the Amer- 
ican three break points. O’Brien 
was infuriated, but Lee kept his 
cool and won the next four 
points. That really geed me 
up," Lee said. And he went on 
to win the tie-break. 

After another exchange of 
breaks in the final set, Lee, who 
like just about every other 
British tennis player these days 
looks like he could do with a 
square meal or two, made a de- 
cisive move at 44 when a love- 
ly running backhand converted 
his third break point He served 
out comfortably and his 3-6, 
7-6, 6-4 victory was greeted 
with raucous applause on Court 
One, though O'Brien left still 
complaining bitterly about the 
overrule. 

"I’m getting mentally 
tougher," Lee said- “In quite a 


lot of matches I've been very 
close and lost 6-4 in the third. 
But I felt very confident today." 

Henman was one of many fel- 
low countrymen impressed by 
Lee’s performances this week. 
"They show a lot of character. 
This is a breakthrough for him," 
he said. 

Having begun the week with 
46 points, Lee will soar up the 
rankings having already gained 
another 34 here. His next op- 
ponent is likely to be Goran 
Ivanisevic, against whom Hen- 
man had just one piece of ad- 
vice: “Hold your own serve." 

He nman himself adopted the 
Lee route to victory, dropping 
the first set before beating An- 
drew Richardson 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 
It was a welcome return to 
form for the 22-year-old who 
has struggled since his elbow in- 
jury, losing three out of four 
matches on clay. 

In his fellow Briton, Henman 
knew he faced an opponent who 
knew his game intimately from 
the hours the two have spent on 
the practice court together. 
They are old friends, and even 
ate together beforehand, but 
once the match started neither 
betrayed any sign of undue 
amiability. “Out there, it’s busi- 
ness," Henman said. 

Business went Richardson's 
way early on bnt once Henman 
had adapted to the blustery con- 
ditions his sharper volleying 
brought a comfortable victory. 
With Henman and Lee through 
Briton, had two players in the 
third round for the first time In 
the history of these champi- 
onships. 
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Martin Leo 


O'Brien on his way to victory at Queen's Club yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Transfer 
row for 
Venables 


Terry \ enables is facing anoth- 
er cuniroversy. which could con- 
ceivably cosi'him his job as the 
Soccer Australia coach, after al- 
legations he was involved in 
transfers of Australian interna- 
tionals to Portsmouth, a dub he 
is chairman of and partly owns. 

Several Australian clubs ore 
to draft letters of complaint to 
the Soccer Australia board al- 
leging a conflict of interest by 
Venables. The clubs arc citing 
a 1^4 report about alleged 
corruption in transfer dealings. 
The report, written by Donald 
Stewart, a former Supreme 
Court judge, incorporates a 
Soccer Australia code of conduct 
of that covers players and offi- 
cials. Any breach of it is subject 
to disciplinary action. In part it 
says squad members, including 
coaches, shall not involve them- 
selves in any way in transfers of 
any player eligible to play for 
Australia to an overseas club. 

ft»rtsmouth are believed to be 
buying at least three members of 
the Australian national squad, in- 
cluding the former Leicester 
and Wolves goalkeeper. Zeljko 
Kalac, the midfielder Robert 
Enes, the utility player Hamilton 
Thorp, and. possibly, a defend- 
er, Matthew Bingley. The FVirrv- 
pey manager, leriy Fenwick, 
watched the pliers on video- 
tapes given to him by Venables, 
who said: There's no conflict in 
me being chairman of Fompey 
and coach of the Australian na- 
tional side. Teny Fenwick has 
made the decisions on these 
players. I just sent him some tapes 
and he looked over them." 

The letters of complaint will 
be discussed by the Soccer Aus- 
tralia board later this month. 


-hdiK 
. no* 


L-r& 


W 

:hau 


*Adela’s fine figure in 
dress rehearsal 
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Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 


in decline 
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It was almost the same as 146 
years ago in the Solent yester- 
day as, in solitary splendour, the 
ITOft schooner Adela powered 
her way to the Royal Yacht 
Squadron finishing line at 
Cowes after racing round the 
Isle of Wight In rime-honoured 
tradition there was no second. 
. -title next boat being but a shape 
7 appearing out of the gloom, 
jnBes behind at Yarmouth. 

' . On the wheel was America’s 
best-known skipper. Dennis 
Conner, at his shoulder 
" Britain’s Peter Bateman, and 
; strewn all over the lovingly laid 
teak decks, and in the warmly 
5 d interior below, were 
50 crew and guests. 

re was little to console the 

British in 1851 when the 
_ sc$iooner America, on 27 Au- 
gust, beat the best of Britannia 
, -triwm the lOCkguinea cup that 

■ was to be turned by the New 
York "Yacht Club into the Amer- 

■ jte&Gip. 



She, too, won easily in a pro- 
ject to prove that the new world 
could beat the old. Al least 
Adela was built in Britain, re- 
cently restored at the Fenden- 
nis shipyard in Rdmoulb and 
modified from the 1903 version 
designed by Wiliam Storey and 
built at Northam, Southampton. 

In a grandstand finish, beat- 
ing along the green into 12 knots 
just south of east, the towering 
sn il y made the houses seem 
small as the cannon signalled a 
time of 6hr 4rain. It was over an 

hour before the next yacht, the 
135ft Saiiyah finished The next 
pair, the 183ft three-masted 
Adix, built in Spain in 1984, and 
the 135ft Mariette, built by Nat 
HerTeshoff, were separated by 
69 years in age but only 62sec 
on the water and Mariette Start- 
ed 20min after Adix. 

Rich men’s pltadngs, it seems, 
do not change. But this time the 
replica of the schooner Amer- 
ica was last of the nine to com- 
plete the east-about 50-miie 
coarse in what was also a dress 
rehearsal for a 150th anniver- 
sary race in 2001. 


American pair may defy IAAF 




Mary Sl&ney and Sandra 
Fkriner-Pamck, who have been 
suspended by the Internation- 
al Amateur Athletic Federation 
for alleged drug use. may both 
still compete in the US Cham- 
pionships which begin today at 
Indiana University. 

Slaney has been entered in 
the 1500 metres and 3,000m, 
while Farmer-Pa trick is due to 
run the 400m hurdles. They con- 


test the ruling by the IAAF, but 
if USA Track and Field, the gov- 
erning body in America!, denies 


them the right to compete they 


could go to court. If LJSATF al- 
lows Slaney or Farmer- Pa trick 
to enter, the IAAF might 
threaten to suspend any athlete 
who competes against them. 

"I have not yet made a deci- 
sion,’' Slaney, who has been car- 
rying an injury, said. “My leg's 
feeling better, but I’m not sure 
about that other stuff." Farmer- 
Pa trick was more certain. “Most 


definitely, I will declare [for the 
meetmgj,'’ she said T hope they 
will allow me to compete." The 
meeting determines the US 
team for the World Champi- 
onships in Athens in August. 

The British shot putter Paul 
Edwards, banned ana sent home 
from the 1994 Commonwealth 
Games after frtfling a drugs lest, 
wfll find out on Friday whether 
he can return to international 
competition in preparation for 
the World Championships. 

Edwards has always protest- 


ed his innocence and is apply- 
ing to the High Court to allow 
him to return 14 months early. 
Edwards is claiming it was ille- 
gal for him to be treated dif- 
ferently to German and French 
athletes who have been rein- 
stated under their own nation- 
al laws after just two years of 
initial four-year bans. 

■ Liz McGoIgan is to attempt 
to break the British 10 mfle 
record in this year’s BUPA 
Great South Run in Portsmouth 
on 5 October. 


Kankkunen lets Sainz through to win 


Rallying 


Carlos Sainz, of Spain, raced 
into contention for a third 
world championship title yes- 
terday when Juba Kanktameu 
was ordered to pufl over to lei 
his senior Ford team-mate win 
the Acropolis Rally in Greece. 

Sainz crossed the line for his 
first victory this season, beating 
the Finn, who had Jed for most 
of the race, by 17 seconds. 


“This result proves many things 
and it is a wonderful day for 
everyone in the team," Sainz, 
the world champion in 1990 and 
1992, said. 

Britain’s Richard Burns, in a 
Mitsubishi, was initially given 
third place, but was later 
dropped to back to fourth be- 
hind the reigning world champ- 
ion, Tommi Makinen, after 
incurring two time penalties. 

Sainz’s victory saw him close 
to within 14 points of the current 


leader, Makinen, in a Mitsubishi 
and left him four behind another 
Briton, Colin McRae, after eight 
rounds of the championship. 
McRae's retirement on the sec- 
ond stage and Makinen ’s tyre 
and driveshaiit problems on the 
second day left the way open for 
Ford’s and Sainz’s first win since 
Indonesia Last year. 

Sainz had spent much of the 
rally behind Kankkunen, after 
losing more than a minute on 
the first day when he slid into a 


i stage. 

second day, though, he set the 
fastest time on six of the day’s 

37 secondsbehind Kankkunen! 

The Spaniard reduced that 
gap steadily over the final day 
to move to within 16 seconds of 
the lead on the 18th stage, be- 
fore Kankkunen allowed him to 
take the lead. The Finn came 
home second to give Ford their 
first one-two since the Rally of 
Portugal hi 1993. 


Tobacco ban 'to cost 
Europe eight races’ 


Motor racing 


Growing pressure to ban to- 
bacco advertising could cost 
western Europe all but four of 
its Formula One races, includ- 
ing the two in Italy, according 
to the Formula One impre- 
sario, Bernie Ecclestone. 

“Italy will lose Monza and 
Imola, but without these spon- 
sors all courses are in danger of 
dying," Ecclestone said in an in- 
terview published Tuesday in the 
TUrin newspaper La Stampa. 

La Stampa is controlled by 
the Agnelli family, which also 
owns Fiat, the car manufactur- 
er, and its Ferrari subsidiary. 

Ecclestone said the number 
of Formula One races in west- 
ern Europe could dwindle to 
from 12 to four if tobacco com- 
panies are prohibited from ad- 
vertising. 

“Without this financing, 
some major teams couldn’t con- 
tinue their sporting activities," 
he told La Stampa. 

Williams, who have wot eight 
Formula One constructors' ti- 


tles - including four of the Iasi 
five, has Rothmans cigarettes as 
its title sponsor, and Marlboro 
sponsors the annual Grand Prix 
Guide. 

Few other industries, Eccle- 
stone added, can afford to 
spend as much as the tobacco 
companies. “If they have to 
abandon the field, it would be 
a disaster," he said. 

The anti-smoking movement 
in Europe gained momentum 
recently when the new Labour 
government pledged to ban to- 
bacco advertising in Britain. 
Ecclestone has been waging a 
counter-offensive, warning of 
the dire consequences for Eu- 
rope of the loss of tobacco 
sponsorship. 

“We have the right to cancel 
any [Formula One] race when 
the running of the race, for whai- 
ever reason, is put in danger," 
said Ecclestone, who is also a 
vice president of the interna- 
tional motor-raring federation, 
the FIA. “In a case where the 
sponsors would no longer get a 
decent return, we’d have to re- 
consider our schedule." 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


lop players make return to the Pyramids 

• j .Ji*t on in arainht games in the fi 


suited in unprecedented media 
attention which helped make it 



• - / Dng’fiytay for the Al ADram xu- 
ftttesnational championships m 
T^iro. Last year’s inaugural 
- evoS^^tagcd on an open-air, 
il hiiftma frH court against the 
' -hadednop of the pyramids, re- 


JSrfd No 2, Rodney Eyies. and 
ri vr n 7 Chris Walker, on his 


en in straight games in the final 
by Jansber Khan who is 
favourite to retain his title. 

He is scheduled to meet 
Eyles in this year’s final al- 
though the Australian is on 
course to play Barada again in 
the last eight. Scotland’s Peter 
Nicol the No 3 seed, is drawn 
to face Eyles in the semi-finals. 


■■-Eafifisaggsbi 



3 M; 3 . rWPtE M* © Mcfcrdl M. 

a. o«a SoWi u-2: 3. sir Jo«v9-4 i«^a 

USS (tGConirt.TotKf^a^oo. 

£2j 00, £140. DP: CSF: £35.79- Tn- 

NORSOMS (A 

Siam ofstnw 1- -m- 
mm EuaSfft 


£0070: £2ia £5.50. 

£14*1^0. CSP: £8240. TnMBC £373X0. Tire 
£337.90. __ — 


cwsnoiM n« B gngW 33; 
u l SmS cm, 14-U 3. fWt M< 

VRgSgsSSk&i 


riw £40.60: £5.80. — 

£190. DFi £395-10. CSft W06£®; *"25 

£10 420-83. TW £874^0 Owt w* 1 '* P 001 ^ 

— - - — _ b.^u a nn nvtaiA. 


£00,42083- TIW 

Mom Mb* $.J36w 8. Sue 

8Mas£52S*f 


Athletics 

Desmond WttDooJ, d» South African 
marathon runner, has been banned for 
four years after testing positive for an 
anabolic steroid, wftbooi. 24, failed a 
drus test after finishing fifth m Febru- 
ary's Cape Town marathon. He repre- 
sented South Africa at the 1996 
African Marathon Championships. 

The first Natoai ChampionshqKfQrpeo- 


day): Aston Unify: WSwnctslw lS3for9 IA 
Thomas 4 33 1: la c wte ran no 184 tor 3 (D 
Swvwa 7inoi WoMtmMre woo br i 
VT* 


: MM 177 (PWTKB)»56i 

JJ Bate* 5-42): Sume* 181 tor 5 UPPyamoni 
52. TARartrt 5U10I SuM «iao n hy»ws4df 
ats. OU Trafrqttfc Yorioilie 266 for 7 IA Me 
tatii 781: Lancavm 180 (N T wood 50) 
VonaMrawaa fajr afl m. 


Cycling 
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city: United, relegated from die Foot- 
ball League last month, would need to 
spend £2.5m to upgade their Edgar 
Street ground to meet League re- 
quirements if they were town the GM 
Vauxhall Conference. 

PORTUGUESE CUP Hnal (Lisbon}: Berrtea 
2 (Catado 35. □■Hadnou 70; Bowsta 3 
(Sanchez 7, pan 65. Domes 301. 


Speedway 

AMKXEUR LEAGUED PMtpOOMt St AugdlvPO- 
wtondi IKSOgSne Tuesday 17 June) 
MOMCTS LATE RESULTS: Etta I — » » ■■ 

Wohgh a mpBn 51 Reteffloraitfi 39. Prerafar 
: Rndng 49 Arana Essex 41. 


6- 3 7-6; K Uryett (5M bi A vottou iHuM 3< 6-3 
6-3: T Woodimc^n VLSI Dt J-A Mam Spa 6-4 
7« B S»wi (NO bt M GoeBiwi (Gen 44 6-1 
EM; D Fbcn (US) m B vaqne (USi 64 6-1. 
Sscood maadb M bee (GBi 01 A O-Bmn (US) 
3-6 7-6 54 T Henrren IGBi bt A Rchanson 
IG8) 4-6 63 6-2: J-P Heunan (fit tx C Ploine 
iFri 7-5 6-3: J KnposcMd (Gen W 0 DettUe 


Squash 


in Lreds on Saturday 28 June. Sever- 
al members of The British Paralympre 
learn that competed mAdama last year 

wttl ix among the competitors at South 
Leeds Stadium. 
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MOWOAratAIERESltJ SgiaNarL— pT^nr 
3 San Jose Cteh 2; 


Baseball 

ARmCAN LEUUC Bafemon 10 

Sw 2; Anehoan 12 Ksna» Ctfy 5- 


MATlOtUU. LEAGUE Los 4n0c*W fl Houawn 3; 

) Ckxferatv £ MonMil ( 


MW York irea 4 Cneainafr 2: Montnal 6 

goCubs5:Caiomlo8Mano3:SlLoub9San 

Oego 1: San Frananxi 7 Ftakto 4. 


(UMk LOIIO) 4W 2UIWI 479W 2 C lOfflbV- 

di R. TeWon): 3 F Maneassn (ft. GANK 4 G 
FB6ar|C9n.AMwSaSonoetMainej:8PCau- 
more (FT, Oofcdo); a N totthat (Ff, CoMs): 7 

S Bante fff. CreroK a A BartiS. US RosaQ: 

S J Homs (N«n. Rahooank): 10 D Nj®n (Ft. 

Ftancaee are JauO at amine, laadkeowp' 

■■ l C BmrtnHfi 1 08. GAN) 4hr 

27mn 37sac 2 A ZoBe iSwL OfJCft +3*c 

S v Ytfumi (Ttus, US festal): 4PGatmre (fir. 

Conow txsn same amo; S A Oafto (So. 
Banesto) +6: 6 J V Geres (Sp, Baneao) +7; 
7 E OoUcr (Weth. Rnhotar*) amo tone 8 A 
Bart (h. US PVwraO +8: 8 L Bnehard ffr. f«- 
aWsametona; IflHBoogmj INeBLRetaMrfd 
til 


mr Kanens. coy Mz»k : 

New England RevoUm 0 Im Anodes Gabry 0 
(Revotuoon mo shoamus 2 -li. 
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end NMvques (Pan 53 54. 


15a C warncr rSA) or G Whmahsr (SAJ 14- 
3151215' ~ - 


17 1513 1512 155; P Marshall (Er« bU Dm 


Golf 

WOMEN'S WORLD RAMtnBS: lAScwretam 

ISM) 489.72: 2 L Dms (08t 44532: 3 K 

vm> (Aus) 41180: 4 towns (US) 25143: 

S L Neumm (Smo) 235.69: 6 D ffeppar (US) 

22TJ5: 7 M McGam (USi 209.44: 8 J Ged- 

das (USJ 169.2ft 9 E Men (US) 156.46; 10 
M MAD (US) 15231; 11 A Fuiasetana 

[Japan) 152.03. galaeaaA 13 T Johnson 

145.45: 17 LXacfcnor L2Z-» 19 A N*J0las 

U4J38: 3* JModey 87.T& 


lEne 15-9 15-2 15-4: A Shobana (Ee far □ uait- 
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115 Li 155 15-12; Jt 

IN Item (Eg) 1510 15U 155:1 ^ 

txM2amanGu (Pah) 11-15 17-15 15-12 14-17 

156:AGa«n(tea HNl^itareig) 1512 157 

156: D Bans (MUl bt L Bun (NettH 17-14 155 
1510. 


Mien (NeM 60 ft THaas (Got bt B UUvach 

Ren 51 fri N Hurt* (Gen hi j Grabb (US) 

1 52; B Becker (Gantt A RaddKBj tra 


7-aU^(GertbtBeKart , B e lw , tC<jn4^7 5 

52; H Oreeteann (Gerl bt F Sauder (Geo 64 

51: 1 Musw (Auu bt D PrmosMGen 56 l-o 


Tennis 


Basketball 

Mancftestsreiaits yestenttysigpedthe 

En0Hh frmwd Ddme Hem man on a 

one^r contract. The 24^ea«*i, who 

has recently returned from playing mnaiy 

and the United States, is the first sjgn- 

nng by the Giano’ neidy appointed head 

coach, Jim Brandon. 

WOM BraeURflf eWCHAIWlO NSWFlte 

Utua 73lSre TOBiwp B (Pae# Rw 
sa 68 MoMoo 53, 


FootbaB 


Bnrtnon have submitted plans tor a 
fu»m sp 


Cricket 

TOW MA3CH (9t JotaTk, AoUA*) Second dw 

of Ara« ft) Unlit 192 tar 6 dec and 2 13 to 

l p Amok) ltwne; m Atueou gOte; uaaaid 

Bands 148 (U Muntetran 4-34 1. 

AON RISK TROmr (Oneway matchostPAon- 


i sports end Wsura complex on 
councd-awv^ptayjfigiieWsoritfwout- 
skirts of the town. The ambitious de- 

velopment: at Waterhall, currently 
occupied by Brighton rug)y dub, is 

aimed at bmtanga mUb -purpose sta- 

dium liar the whole comm u nity. A 
15,000 al-seat stadium, eveffluafiy ris- 
ing to a capacity at 25,000, could be- 
come the new shared home for toe 
Seagate, but they have yet to secure 

a sound for next season. 

Hereford united have submitted plans 

to South Herefordshire Distnct Council 
to bu8d a £5m 10,000 all-seat stadf- 

um on 55 acres of farmland outsdethe 
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Ragby Leagud 

VISA WORLD CLUB CHAMPttM&tttP PMl A: 

BradtanlBW* 11016. ParriB) (6)20. Brad- 

fontTite PeacocA. Scales. Semoe Bute Mo 

Nomao 2. Pmrttfae TdM Brewn, Domic, 

G«ur, ittflenttrti Gate Order 2. (14378). 


Spgby Unloa 

MTBIMnONALIiaCH tCttWTnMik Soufli 
Ataco74TongslO. 


Monica Seles has made a late entry rto 
the Direct tine Iraemational Chamjiiorh 
ships which begin at Devonshire Park, 
Easttoume, on 16 June. 
AndrewRBhardsoabeaambyTsnHen- 

man at Queen’s Chto yesterdaK is one 

of U Brush players who haua been gw- 
en wild cards for the singles everts at 

Wimbledon, which beers on 23 June. 

Mark Fetehey, Chris Wilkinson, Danny 

Sapsford and Lute MBjpn for the men's 

singles and Sam Smith. Shut -Ann SkJ- 

daH. Claire Taylor; tilde Ah), Julie Puflln 

and dare Wood for the women's sin- 

gles. Pat Cash, the 19S7 Wimbledon 
champion from Australia, has also 

been gven a wild card tor the qualify- 

ing competition at Roehamprnn. 
sraiAAinoiscHAMnoHSHP 
(-Mdoa) Ski&w, flret mxt tiMcacrlCan) 

bt F twwr (Bes 57 5* 52: S Sntei w bt 

J swuwnnk (Mnrn 54 64k B BtoA Bkn) bt M 

Mamues IPor)54 7-6{ CPBtefrtbt KCatei 

Oen) 7-5 44 52 0 Mte) (Fd Hobn (Ste 

51 57 5 L- Ftaunon (Fr) bi i Gfentebb (US) 
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53; M Ommana (Netti) Dt M GqbMa|M 

5-751; 


bt S Porow (IQ 1-6 6-4 52 M SerreHM ttH 


reoer mo 54 7-B S NenM(C2 ROM 5 i 
®I»M' e^SCreetua btM&Sn 


54;C 


6-3 


7-6 5ft w 

45 54. SeeBBd U4 M Miten fid) bt L 


9 MC^n lor the men’s owh»« tet Rap) 52 5t n lauzat^n » k 
S mith, Shst-Ann Ski- btRte 

.Lurie Ahl,JuUePunm 



f « 

6-17-5:4 


nisssaRSir 



■ 


\ 













Smokin’ Surrey 

Bicknell on fire in Benson & 
Hedges semi-final, page 30 


ill 
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Henman in shade 

Britain’s No 1 overshadowed 
by a Millwall fan, ' 
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Building a stage fit for the world’s finest as France prepares for the real thing next summer 
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Cricket 

JON CULLHY 


-The surge- oT patriotic- 
swelling the nation’s coUectxjre , : 

fe^TeS defeat of AuSa&Iis 


aSo^ly.neglected-tfee ; 
national anthem. ’*• . ■ 

Unlike football and rugJjtfm 
which no international coolest: 
gets under way Until thenfay- 
ere have joined in' an uptiftHig, 
appeal for the continuing pros- 
perity of the monarch,- c ricket ; 
xs a game without fanfares. l 
Even the grandest occasional 
Lord’s is heralded by no thing ■■ 
more remarkable than fee 
emergence from thepaviBon , cS^ : 
two men in white coats.' : ‘ .»j* 
Flushed with their eariy-sca-^^ 
son triumphs, howeveiy Eng- : 
land’s cricket ers now want to " 


make a proper entrance, in- 
cluding the chance to puff put 
their chests and sing “God Save 
The Queen". . 

“It happens with every other 


sport and at the Olympics,"’ Alec 
Stewart a senior England play- : , 
er, said. “I'm very patriotic arid j 
h would be a proud moment" - 
The problem perplexing the - 
game’s adminis trators, hpwev-"-- 
er, is not whether it should bap 1 , _ 
pen but when. “At football and -9 
rugby, spectators tend to be in - 
their seats some time before the- 
game," the ECB spokesman, 
Richard Little, said. “But I saw / 


South Africa play Australia in. v 
Port Elizabeth recently andj. 
when they played the anthem^p 
there was hardly anyone in the ■ 
ground But if you have every- 
one on the field just before the '.j 
beginning you risk upsetting the. - j 




A year to the day before the start of the World Cup finals, the roof above the Stade de France at Saint-Denis, near Paris, is completed yesterday. The ground will hold 80/100 


Photograph: AFP 


Babbel hits out at thrifty United 


players’ preparations, particu- 
larly the two who are about to 
bat." . . £ 

Anthems were played rime . 
last World Cup and now prttr 
cede Test matches in the 
Caribbean but there is ikiw-- 
toiy of the practice in Engfglr 
cricket 


Football 


ALAN NIXON 


Markus Babbel took a swipe at 
Manchester United last night af- 
ter being offered just half of the 
£1.5m a year wages he is look- 
ing for. The Bayern Munich 
centre-back would not accept 
the terms on offer from Unit- 
ed despite the dubs agreeing on 
a £5m fee for the 24-year-old. 

Instead Babbel flew off on 
holiday with a blistering farewell 
remark about the way the talks 
had gone - mach to the frus- 
tration of United's manager, 
Alex Ferguson. 

Babbel said: “I am already at 
a top dub. I don't have to go 
begging on my knees to any- 
one." The German defender - 
an international regular- wants 
£30,000 a week from United on 


a three-year contract that would 
take his total cost to them to al- 
most £10m. However United’s 
negotiator, solicitor and dub di- 
rector Maurice Watkins, is un- 
derstood to have offered 
Babbel £14,000 a week and a 
four-year deal. 

Watkins stayed on in Munich 
after the initial talks broke 
down but the signs are not 
good for United. Although the 
Old Trafford club are likely to 
increase their offer when 
Babbeloomes back from bis hol- 
iday, there is a huge gap in their 
figures. United also want 
Babbel to commit himself for 
the peak years of his career, but 
he has his eyes set on a further 
move at 27, when he could go 
for nothing. 

Rangers have spent £3m on 
a player who recently said that 
does not like football. Sergio 


Porcini, the Juventus central de- 
fender who signed a four-year 
contract yesterday, gave an in- 
terview earlier this year in which 
he said that when his contract 
in Turin ended in 2001 he would 
give up the game. “It is a world 
I don't like," he said. “It is a 
world where one doesn't say 
what one thinks." 

Rangers, who signed Ponini 
despite competition from Man- 
chester United and Parma, are 
still trying to keep Brian Laud- 
rup. The Ibrcrc manager, ^fal- 
ter Smith, telephoned the 
2&-year-old striker at the Den- 
mark training camp on Satur- 
day before their World Cup 
qualifier against Bosnia, though 
Laudmp later confirmed his de- 
sire to leave. 

With Ajax and Manchester 
United beading the queue to se- 
cure his services, Smith ad- 


journed a family holiday in 
France to team up with Murray 
at his Jersey summer home 
yesterday, where they were due 
to meet Laudrup and his agent. 

The former manager of 
Southampton. Graeme Sou- 
ness, could become coach of the 
Italian Serie B dub Torino on 
Sunday, after a week of talking 
with the club. “We are ready. 
We have to finalise ihe details 
of the contract and we hope to 
sign next Sunday," a Torino 
spokesman said. 

Sunderland are facing a 
£600,000 bill for pulling out of 
the signing of Israeli striker, Ro- 
nen Harazi. The 27-year-old in- 
ternational took the dub to Frfa, 
world football’ 5 governing body, 
which backed bis claim that he 
signed a binding agreement, and 
he is now looking for compen- 
sation from Sunderland on a 


four-year contract that was 
worth £3,000 per-week. 

Sunderland, who are to ap- 
peal, called off the agningwhen 
they discovered that Harazi 
was carrying an old injury and 
had a pm in his foot from a 
childhood accident. 

However, Harazi had already 
signed a contract after im- 
pressing Sunderland's manag- 
er, Peter Reid, in training, and 
Fifa does not recognise ihe 
English system of making trans- 
fers subject to medicals 

Harazi is now playing again 
and helped his club, Beitar 
Jerusalem, become champions 
while Sunderland were drop- 
ping out of the Premiership. 
Sunderland may also face sep- 
arate action from the club, who 
missed out on a £500,000 trans- 
fer fee when the deal collapsed. 

Ian Crook is set to leave Nor- 


wich City for a contract worth 
around £600,000 a year with the 
Japanese side, Sanfreoce Hi- 
roshima. The midfielder has 
been unsettled at Norwich for 
some time, and signed for Ip- 
swich last summer before 
changing his mind and return- 
ing to Canow Road. Hiroshima 
reportedly wanted Aston Villa’s 
veteran Andy Townsend, but he 
was too expensive for them. 

The Football League offi- 
cially release its fixture list for 
the 1997-9S season on Monday, 
and is in agreement with the 
Premier League that Middles- 
brough's relegation from the 
Premiership stands -despite the 
continuing threat from the 
Teesside dub of legal action af- 
ter having three points deduct- 
ed for failing to turn up at 
Blackburn last season. 

Chris Hull a Football League 


spokesman, said: “As fax as we 
are concerned Middlesbrough 
will be one of the 72 clubs in the 
Nationwide Football League.” 

A chib source at the River- 
side Stadium said: “The signs 
are that they are gearing them- 
selves up for the First Division.’’ 

There will be an additional 
1998-99 Uefa.Cup place for 
English clubs, after England 
came top of the Uefa Fair Play 
table, which is based on players' 
and fans’ behaviour. 

Manchester City’s Peter Bea- 
grie is ready to join Swindon in 
a £300,000 deal. Paul Hart, 
who resigned as Leeds United’s 
youth team coach last week, has 
joined his old club Nottingham 
Forest in a similar position. 
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Diprose called up to 
relieve the pressure 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Johannesburg 



ACROSS 

I Tidy resort (4) 

3 Pay out for bus-rides 
all over the place (8) 

10 Athletics score a riot- 
when all obstacles are 
removed? (3,5 ,Z5) 

II General opinion of 
verbal assault (9) 

12 Novel gong in two-note 
presentation (4) 

13 Early union leaders in- 
sincere, but making 

- pleasing sound in 


21 Girl has an accident 
leaving this lovely 
place (7-2) 

24 Defensive at the wicket. 


Pound a book? (4) 
Wait a moment! Dc 


not easily ruffled (6-9) 

25 Hand over change (8) 

26 Many getting knocked 
down? (4) 

DOWN 

1 Peers embracing sol- 
diers who are celebri- 
ties f 8) 

2 Cardinal in firm belief 

( 5 ). 

4 Chill-factor here in 
France over headland 


_ speech (7) 

L5 Singular colours of 


sandpipers (6) 

17 Mistake after opening- 
o brings panic (6) 

1“ European scourge, fnla 
__ smelly creature! (7) 

20 Game explorer (4) 


8 Wait a moment! Do 

not let go of the string! 
(4,4,6) . 

9 Distress-signal put out 
whenever youth-leader 
has to become inflexi- 
ble (6) 

14 Wonders of females 
only in untidy heap (9) 

16 Northern Territory I 
found in map collec- 
tion as continent at 


one time (8) 
Jungle Book? 


Cabriolet is got out 
(the buggy sort) (14) 
Space above top storey 


said to be creaky in 
parts (9) 


18 Jungle Book? (7) 

19 Crack up in a spire to 
be repaired (6) 

22 State in which I had a 
house made shorter (5) 

23 Slice on Sunday — the 
last we see of deer? (4) 


The frustrations of interna- 
tional air travel may just have 
saved Tony Diprose from the 
most alarming experience of his 

brief top-flight career. The 24- 
year-old Saracens captain was 
called up by the Lions yester- 
day as replacement for the in- 
jured Scott QuinneU, but could 
not be placed on a sufficiently 
early flight to get him here in 
time to watch tonight's con- 
frontation with Gauteng. For 
the sake of the new England No 
8’s nerves, that was probably no 
bad thing. 

Diprose will link up with the 
squad in Durban tomorrow, by 
whkh time the tourists will know 
just how strong they are by 
comparison with the best of the 
South African provincial giants. 
As Gauteng, formerly known as 
Transvaal, can afford to employ 
three foil Springboks as mere re- 
serves, the Lions face an unimag- 
inably difficult task under the 
floodlights at Ellis park. 

Gauteng will be captained by 
Knbus Wiese and spearheaded 
from midfield by Hcnnic le 
Roux, the two World Cup-win- 
ning heroes controversially 
ditched from the national squad 
by Carel du Plessis last week. 
Pieter Hendriks, Johan Roux 
and Chris Rosso uw. three more 
celebrated graduates of the 


school of '95, also turn out 
along with the Argentinian 
Roberto Grau, who only last Sat- 
urday was giving the England 
front row a seeing-to in Buenos 
Aires. It is a murderous line-up. 

“They have players with a 
point to prove and this game 
provides them with the ideal op- 
portunity,” said Tim Rodber, 
who captains the Lions for the 
second successive midweek 
match. “By the same yardstick, 
wc too have points to prove. This 
is a selection game for the first 
Test and mentally we are right 
up for the occasion. We are pre- 
pared for a very physical match 
and it will be a matter of doing 
justice to the red shirt. There will 
come a time tonight when we 
will need to be a team.” 

A second straight defeat 
would flatten morale precisely 
when the tourists most need to 
fee! good about thciraelves. Not 
only have they suffered their first 
reverse, lost three players to in- 
jury and one. Scon Gibbs, to sus- 
pension, but with Gauteng. 
Natal, the Emerging Spring- 
boks, Free State and two Tests 
on the agenda, there is not a sin- 
gle game that they can be re- 
motely confident of winning. 

Quite when Diprose, who 
has given up a holiday in St Lu- 
cia with his girlfriend, can expect 
his first run in a Lions jersey re- 
mains unclear, but the selectors 
believe he will fit in when the 
time comes. “Tbny is an ex- 
tremely good ball-player, a ball- 


winner at the back of the line- 
out and good in defence," Fran 
Cotton, the manager, said “He 
has the qualities required for the 
kind of rugby we are trying to 
play and to compete with the 
type of opponents we are iking." 

If the Lions have their way, 
they will never again face op- 
ponents like Marius Bosnian and 
EJandre van der Beigh. The two 
Mpumalanga locks who caused 
such mayhem in Witbank were 
both given wrist-slapping fines on 
Monday night and although 
Cotton was far from impressed 
he was of a mind yesterday to let 
sleeping dogs lie 

“It is now for other people to 
decide whether the fines do jus- 
tice to the events that put Dod- 
die Weir out of the tour," Cotton 
said, “but just to put it in con- 
text, I don’t suppose they would 
even match Doddie’s consul- 
tancy fees, let alone the surgery 
he requires on his knee." 
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